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Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Cofrespondent 

#>. Private motorists could be banned 
• from parts of Britain's motorways - 
including London's orbital M25 - un- 
der radical proposals being studied 
by ministers. At busy times, clogged 
lanes would be kepL only for buses 
and lorries. 

A government consultation paper, 
called “*What Role for Think Roads 
m England?", says bluntly that in or- 
der to unclog the M25, which can see 
200,000 cars a day on the busiest 
stretches, ministers are prepared to 
consider “limiting access to the most 
congested parts of the network, ac- 
cess control at peak periods, high- 
occupancy lanes, including bus or 
beav^-goods-vehicle-onh’ lanes, per- 
haps using the hard shoulder...” 

As revealed yeslerday morning, 
similar plans are being studied for 
Birmingham's heavily congested M6. 
But this may be only the start. Op- 
lions include shutting down strelcb- 
es of road to through-traffic and 
adopting a US-style scheme under 
which only cars with more than two 
passengers are allowed to pass. 

The idea will go down badly with 
hundreds of thousands of com- 
muters in the Midlands and the 
South-east. The report states that “al- 
though the M25 accounts for only 
about 6 per cent of the mileage of 
the motorway network, it carries 14 
per cent of all motorway traffic”. 

In order to stop cars from joining 
g r congested sections of motorway, 
motorists could be forced to wait on 
slip roads until a traffic-jam subsides. 

, • Alternatively, electronic signs could 

_ be used to tell drivers not to use bus 
) or lorry -only lanes. 

: . More complicated systems use 
. t video technology to spot cars with 
^ t ■ ‘only one occupant ana fine drivers 
' " Vwho persist in using multi-occupan- 
cy lanes. 

The plans were attacked by mo- 
toring organisations. “These plans 
need careful consideration. If you re- 
strict a ercss to motorways people wfll 
■ just drive on to local roads - which 
■' are not designed to cany these 


loads,” said Edmund King, a 
spokesman for the RAC. 

“As for using the hard shoulder - 
that could be extremely dangerous. 
We would not want to see those lanes 
blocked off when the emergency ser- 
vices need to get to stranded mo- 
torists,” added Mr King. 

Other roads in the Midlands may 
also face Draconian measures in or- 
der to restrain traffic. 

Ministers have noted that “the 
M40, and parts of the M42. which it 
feeds, has experienced growth of 50 
per cent between 1991 and 1996, 
compared with a national rate of 12 
per cent" 

The most congested stretch of mo- 
torway lies on the M6 - where dally 
flows can top 150,000 vehicles a day. 
The motorway already uses a com- 
plicated “ramp-metering” system - 
which prevents traffic joining the M6 
if the traffic flow is not “smooth”. 
This means that when a jam looms, 
a traffic-light stops vehicles from join- 
ing the motorway. 

But with an ever-increasing num- 
ber of cars using the motorway, the 
consultation document states that 
“consideration could also be given 
to limiting access to the most con- 
gested parts of the motorway net- 
work...” 

Ministers are aware that the re- 
strictions wilJ not please big business I 
and have made it dear that the me a - 1 
sures will not drastically affect j 
“strategic, commercial and industrial 
traffic passing through the region”. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Environment, Transport 
and the Regions said that none of the 
options outlined were “new”. 

“We are not ruling anything in or 
out at present,” he added. 

The Government is anxious to rec- 
oncile two competing aims: that of 
the motorist's freedom and the need 
to prioritise public transport. 

Next week wfll see the beginning 
of the consultation on the Govern- 
ment’s much-vaunted “integrated 
transport policy” - which should 
outline ministers’ ideas on how to 
move people from their cars to pub- 
lic transport. 



Earfier this week, Mrs Clare Cooper wrote each other. Whfle of coiirse they look beau- 
to us, ptwitii^oirt quite correct^ that *Each fiftil, we’ve had this each year for about 
year, on publication of the A-tevel results, decade. As concern grows about the de- 
the front page of every broadsheet pictures dine in young men's school achievement 
jubilant young women laughing and huggng and mo tivation, could we, this year, have 


some photos of young men similarly cele- 
brating?* Fair dos. But ft hasn't been easy. 
First, as the writer pointed out, youths men 
often have less to celebrate. And second, 
when they do, a modest shrug, a glare at 


the ground and the ghost of a smirk is all 
youmostlygeL But weVe done' our best, Mrs 
Cooper. These young men were receiving 
their results at Rarlimnent H3I School, north 
London, yesterday Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Lucy Ward 

and Judith Judd 

The race for the last free university 
places began in earnest yesterday af- 
ter more than 1 90,000 applicants for 
the 310, WM) places available had 
their offers confirmed. 

Late entries to the clearing 
process are up by 40 per cent, sug- 
gesting that some candidates may be 
applying this year rather than next 
to avoid paying tuition fees to be in- 
troduced next aut umn. 


The rise in the A-level pass rate 
for the 16th successive year wfll mean 
that more students will have gained 
the grades they need, leaving fewer 
places up for grabs. 

On Wednesday, the Government 
announced that students who have al- 
ready applied for a university place 
but decided to defer entry and take 
a gap year would be exempt from fees. 

But Baroness Blackstone, the ed- 
ucation minister, confirmed yester- 
day that those who had not already 
applied and intended to do so dur- 


ing the next L2 months would have 
to pay fees. So far there have been 
9.753 late entries, jeorapared with 
6,944 at the same time last year. 

That trend, which would mean an 
additional 10,000 entries by the end 
of the clearing process, might not 
continue if students deride the com- 
petition will be too tough this year. 

Tony Higgins, chief executive of 
the Universities and Colleges Ad- 
missions Service, said there was 
room within universities for places 
fonthe 10,000 but the picture would 


f 


change if the 20,000 students who 
usually drop out of clearing each year 
derided to stay on because of fees. 
“That could be more than universi- 
ties couid cope with and we could see 
people who might otherwise have 
found a place not doing so." 

As more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion A-level students received their 
grades yesterday, The Independent's 
table of high-performing compre- 


ondaxy modem m the shadow of two 
major public schools. Pupils studying 


two or more A-levels at Chase High 
School in Malvern, neighbour of the 
mighty Malvern College and Malvern 
Giris 7 College, gained an average of 
22.1 points each - the equivalent to 
two Bs and a C. 

The Independent contacted 200 top 
stale comprehensive schools yester- 
day for thrir results. The table is3 good 
guide to their performance, but is not 
definitive. The results show that as last 
year, higb-performing comprehen- 
sives outstrip many grammar schools. 

Best performing schools, page 6 


Tm not undressing for you’ 
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Attending a political lecture at Mill bank 
was an exciting prospect: political types 
in sharp suits, some minders, and of 
course Peter Mandelson, who’s set to re- 
veal important plans to save the un- 
derclass. Sounds very high powered. So 
why does everyone look so bored? 

The front sax rows are made up of 
beautifully designed chairs; the most im- 
portant people sit here, just like at fash- 
ion shows. Behind them is a row of 
television cameras. Then I realise, it’s 
all for show, this conference lark. Be- 
yond the cameras, the chairs are not fab- 
by at all, just standard. The rest of us 
are back here, fidgeting and slouching 
in the heat, all waiting for Mandelson. 

In he walks, Blair’s right-hand man. 
I expect a frisson of excitement through 
the crowd, but h doesn't happen. The 
lecture starts.. I furiously start writing 
notes, Mandelson sounds so passionate. 
I look np. No one else is writing. Why? 
Comprehension dawns. The speech; I 
have a copy of it in my hands. 

I indulge in some people watching. I 
begin with Mandelson who has obviously 


The Wrong 
Correspondent 


Continuing our occasional series in . 
which an increasing^ contused editor 
sends the wrong writers to news 
events... Melanie Rickey, style writer, 
attends Peter Mandelson’s speech on 
the underclass 

been picking up on the latest catwalk 
trends. He wore a single breasted char- 
coal grey suit, (the BIG colour for Au- 
tumn). with power shoulders (these 
too are back), a red tie, and an off-white 
shirt with neat collars. His^trousers 
were wide legged (ten pbintsjT but had 
a turn-up (minus five points). Shoes were 
well polished black brogues, and hair was 
well done. I decided he looked like a 
cross between George Hamilton and 
Griff Rhys Jones. In all, top marks. 

As for the resr of the room they were 
a sony lot Men in. crumpled suits stare 
into space. One man even falls asleep. The 


women look good though; lots of power 
bobs and pretty dresses. 

Meanwhile, Mandelson is talking 
about the underclass. He wants the Gov- 
ernment to create higher standards in 
schools and colleges, and a Welfare to 
Work programme for the long term un- 
employed. The sleepy man wakes up. 

After the lecture Mandelson makes 
to leave. He is surrounded by the front 
row (this happens at fashion shows 
too). I shuffle up shyly. 

“Can I ask you a fun question?” 

“Yes," he replies. 

“Where did you get that suit from, it's 
very nice?" 

“What's that got to do with social re- 
form?” he smirks. 

“Nothing,” I say. “I just wondered." 
He turns to an aide and asks: “I got it 
somewhere boring didn't I. somewhere 
near Blackfriars?" I ask to see the label. 
I’m not expecting Gucci, but possibly 
Savile Row. “Tm not going to undress 
for you,” he says. 

With that I walked out into the sun- 
shine thinkin g: it's probably from Next. 
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£12m football deal halts Continental drift 




Paul Newman 

The wave of expensive overseas 
players into English football 
may be beginning to turn today 
with the sale of Steve McMa- 
naman from Liverpool -to 

Barcelona for £12m. 

The England international 
was in Barcelona, yesterday, 
having talks with the Spanish 
dub. who are offering a six-year 
contract worth more than 


9 R 77095i’ a 946450 
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£30,000 a week. This would at i 
least double the player’s current 1 
wages. 1 

The move would be the sec- ] 
ond most expensive transfer 1 
involving an English dub, fol- 1 
lowing Alan Shearer’s £15m i 
transfer from Blackburn to 
Newcastle last year. c 

Barcelona have plenty of r 
money available to spend on t 
players following the depar- t 
ture this summer of their Brazil- s 

Curbs on dental care 
■ NHS -dental treatment could 
be limited to check-ups for all 

• except children, the poor and 

the elderly under plans being- 
studied by minis ters. Page 7 


ian international, Ronaldo, to 
Intemazkmale, who have had to 
pay £18m simply to boy outthe 
player’s contract -and have yet 
to agree a transfer fee. The 
Ronaldo deal is already a world 
record. 

The Spanish club are keen to 
complete the transfer of McMa- 
Ttaman by midnigh t tonight, 
which is the deadline for regis- 
tering players to play in this sea- 
son’s European Champions’ 


League. He has been watched 
in Liverpool's first twer games of 
the season by Bobby Robson, 
the former England , manager 
who is now general manager of 
Barcelona. 

MeM anaman, aged 25, has 
been with Liverpool since leav- 
ing school. He has established 
himself as one of the English 
game's greatest creative tal- 
ents, although there is a feeling 
that be has not quite realised his 


undoubtedly huge potential this 
year. 

It is understood that Roy 
Evans, the Liverpool manager, 
has not opposed the sale of 
MeManaman. The £12m wfll be 
available for him to spend on 
new players and last night the 
dub were already lining up a 
£3m deal to recruit the In- 
tern azionale central defender, 
Massimo Paganin. 

Reports, page 24 
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Loyalist protest at Maze 
carries a hefty price 

Damage to Northern Ireland’s Maze Prison will cost hundreds of 
thousands of pounds and take several months to repair, followin g 
the protest by Loyalist prisoners, it emerged last night 
The damage was described as some of the worst ever seen by 

S rison officers at the top-security Co Antrim jafl. The Prison 
ervice described the incident as 14 hours of “wanton distinction” 
by the Loyalist Volunteer Force inmates. 

Furniture was burned, walls blacked, electrical wiring tom out 
and toilets and showers ripped out and smashed. The 27 prisoners 
were moved to other parts of the prison when warders moved in on 
Wednesday night to bring their protest to an end. 

TWo prison officers suffered arm injuries and one prisoner a 
bead wound during the operation to dear the men out from behind 
their barricades. 

Prescott ally faces fraud inquiry , 

John Black, a Hull councillor who is a strong political ally and 
friend of the Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott, is to be 
investigated by the police over expenses he incurred as Lord Mayor 
in 1995-6. The police have taken over the inquiry from the local 
district auditor, Paul Lundy, who received a complaint about Mr 
Black’s expenses from a liberal Democrat councillor. 

Mr Black Incurred expenditure of £42,000 during his year as Lord 
Mayor, charged to the Lord Mayor’s Remuneration Fund, more 
than twice the average figure for previous years, and inducting 
£10,000 spent on alcohoL The bill covered civic hospitality and was 
in addition to the £5,100 mayor's personal allowance. 

A spokesman for Humberside police said an investigation was 
now being carried out by its fraud section. 

Last month Mr Blade was suspended from his position as 
chairman of Hull City Labour Party by the National Executive 
Committee of the party. Christian Wolmar 

New PPS for PM 

John Holmes, a career 
diplomat, was last night named 
by Downing Street as the 
Prime Minister’s new prindpal 
private secretary, to replace 
Alex Allan. Mr Allan {left), 
who was the principal private 
secretary under John Major, is 
to become the new British 
High Commissioner - the 
Commonwealth equivalent of 
ambassador - in Australia. 

TheCabmet secretary, Sir 
Robin Butler, blocked 
Jonathan Powell, the Downing 
Street Chief of Staff, from taking the post. 

Mr Allan, 46, takes up his appointment in mid-November, 
succeeding Sir Roger Carrick. He formerly held posts at the 
Treasury, including Prindpal Private Secretary to the former 
chancellor Lord Lawson. Conn Brown 

Condom of the future unrolled 

London International, the world's leading condom manufacturer, is 
developing a female condom which it says will rival the much hated 
Femidom product 

Meanwhile, the company is poised to get US approval for a 
revolutionary polyurethane condom. Called Avanri, the condom 
has double the tensile strength of conventional latex, but is 40 per 
cent thinner. Avanti, which has taken six years to pass the US’s 
stringent drug laws because of its unique material, should go on 
sale in the US in the next few mouths and be rolled out in the UK 
in September. Sameena Ahmad 

Tilda Swinton 

“The Maybe”, a work in which the actress Tilda Swinton was 
featured in a glass case (articles, 16 and 18 June) was conceived by 
Tilda Swinton, who performed it at The Serpentine Gallery in 1995 
with an installation created in collaboration with Cornelia Parker. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% 
of the raw material for UK 
newspapers in 1996 
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.Splashdown: Vasily Tsfoaiyev relishes his test fresh water for c c v prnf mont hs (P ho t o& aph: Reuters) 



Russian cosmonauts who endured a Jinxed 
six months on the orbiting Mir space station 
turned safely to Earth yesterday after wishfng the 
team which replaced ttiem better luck. 

1 hope that everything bad ttmt we VehacfwiB leave 
.with us. See you on Earth,” safo CommaixSer Vasily. 
Tslbfiyev; before Boating with his erwmate, Alexan- 
der Lazutkin, into tire airlock between Mr arid the Soyuz 
rocket taking them home. The remaining three men 
are due to try a complexspacewaJk next Wednesday 
to try to' fix a dangerous hole in one of W$ modules. 

The departing cosmonauts landed three heufo lat- 
er, and 250 miles lower, on fire steppes of Kazakhstan. 
Russian TV showed officials at Mission Control dap- 
ping when word came through that the capsule, stowed 
by giant parachutes, had touched down. 

President Boris Yeltsin has suggested “human er- 
ror* was behind a space collision in June, which, to- 
gether with an unrelated tire on Mir some weeks earfeq 
made the mission the most disastrous - and strenu- 


ous- bt the aStog. station’s 11 -yaar ! 
expeet tha co s m on a u ts to be i 
are fikety to be treated as heroes for havb^ persevered 
despfte afaosttrf problems. - ■ \ ■ 

CommanderTsiaByev has had ashessretetad^reg- 
ular heartbeat sJncethe actictent, caused whenhe was 
practising dockfcrg an unpBoted ungu cra ft wfflrJWiragv 
uaHyThecargoshfo missed aifohft the scien- 

tific module, holing ft mcTcaushg a desperate 20-mfntds 
rfforttodisconnectftffomtheresto f thestationtopre- 
vent d rastfcdecompressionoflhgwhoiecornptec 
The new Russian ere* Anatoly Solovyov and Pavel 
Vinogradov, vrl bear the matribuderi of GnkbigMr back 
to Spektr, whose solar panels contrfoute a good deal 
of the station's power. Michael FoaJe, the Brffisb-bom 
astronaut who shared l^rfiyev and LmutMntenigMrhare 
mission, is wajting for an Atfan&s shutfle to pick trim up 
in September and w3l probably take a back seat dur^ 
ing tiie repairs. . 

Helen Womack & Charles Arthur 


California lawyer on trail of rich and famous 


Gloria Allred, a Californian lawyer, is fast becoming a 
force to be reckoned wfth if you are rich and famous 
and concealing even tiie tiniest of skeletons in your 
closet - especially if the case is high profile and there 
are feminist implications. 

Fresh from winning a long-running battle between 
heiress SHa White and the former cricketer Imran 
Khan, to have him declared the father of her child, Ms 
Allred has filed a suit on behalf of an unnamed “Cali- 
fornian modeT claiming that Dodl Fayed has broken 
off their engagement 

Ms White, the daughter of the late Lord White, a 
partner in the Hanson conglomerate, obtained a rut 
ing that the international cricket star, now a Pakistani 
potitidan, is the father of her five-year-old daughter, 
Tyrian. The ruling was obtained by default as Mr 
Khan, who has always strenuously denied paternity, 
did not appear tor the hearing or supply a blood sam- 
ple for examination. 


Yesterday Mr Khan, who is now married to the late 
Sir James Goldsmith's daughter, Jemima, issued a 
statement saying that he would submit himself to a 
blood test in Pakistan. “It is simply not possible for 
me to travel the world fighting court cases in evety 
country," he said. 

Filing the successful outcome of that case under 
her designer belt, Ms Allred has struck again claiming 
damages for breach of contract and “distress" follow- 
ing the publication of photographs of Dodi Fayed 
kissing Diana, Princess of Wales. 

“An American model was engaged to be married to 
Dodi Fayed until last week," she said, adding that she 
would later be providing "important information about 
their relationship at the time of the 'kiss' photo.” 

Whether Dodi Fayed would use that adjective is an- 
other matter. But it would seem that high-profile men 
tangle with Ms Allred at their peril. 

Kate Watson- Smytti 


HEALTH 


Menstrual cycle can affect 
breast cancer screening 


Women are twice as Kkdy to 
line if the 


^ __ ^ __ the all-clcar during 

breast cancer screening if they golor theTesi during the last two 
weeks of their menstrual cycle, researchers warn today. 

A study of 8^87 menstruating women found that when breast 
cancer screening was carried out during the last 14 days . 

menstrual cycle, they faced double the risk of befog told they had 
not got cancer when in fact they bad, compared with those who baa 
the test during the first two weeks. 

Researchers claim their findings could explain why women under 
50 do not benefit from mammogram screening as much as older 
women. The research, published today in the medical journal 
Cancer, examined data of menstruating women aged 40-44 
collected by the Canadian National Breast Screening Study. 

Researchers compared mammogram results of women during 
days one to 14 of their menstrual cycle with those in the last 14 
days. They also looked at whether the women had taken hormones 
in the form of oral contraceptive or replacement therapy, and 
found most of them bad or were continuing to use them. 

The risk was found to be reduced among women who had never 
taken hormones. 

Mammog rams axe well known in the medical world to be less 
accurate in younger women than oldeT women. 

Researchers daim this stndy shows there is an opportunity lo 
improve the accuracy of mamm ograms fay choosing to have the 
tests done during the first half of the menstrual cycle. 

FOOD 

Burger bias puts young at risk 

Ybnng people’s taste for burgers and kebabs, which may have put 
them at higher risk of catching C reutzfeidt- J akob disease, is 
disclosed to new figures showing more than three times as many 
16*24 year olds ate these test foods as 50-64 year olds in 1986-87, 
the time when BSE-infected beef was in the food chain. 

Professor Nicholas Day and colleagues at the University of 
Cambridge, trim publish their findings in the British Medical 
Journal, say it is the first time 
that data has been assembled 
confirming what anyone can 
see on the streets any 
Saturday night “We were 
surprised by the strength of 
the association,” Professor 
Day said. 

A second study showed that 
.younger people were also more 
likely to eat meat pies mid 
pasties. However; the journal 
says the link between BSE and 
the existence of new variant 
CJD, which has so far affected 
21 yoimg people, remains to be 
established. 

Jeremy Laurence 

DISEASE 

HIV-resistant gene is not unusual 

Genetic resistance to HIV, the virus that causes Aids, may be more 
common than has been supposed. American scientists report today 
that they have discovered a gene variation found in about 30 per ' 
cent of all races which confers resistance - though not immunity - 
to HIV. 

The gene, which affects the shape of a chemical receptor on 
human cells, called a chemokfoe. extends the period that HIV- 
positive people can survive without developing the immune 'system 
collapse that occurs in Aids. Those with the mutation can survive 
to up to 16 years, rather than die two or three years typical in HIV- 
infected people who have so far died of Aids. 

Reporting in the journal Science , a team led from the National 
Cancer Institute in Maryland found a relatively common mutation 
in a gene called CCR2. which makes one of the cell receptors that 
the virus needs, in order to become established and infect the 
body. HIV is a “retrovirus”, and works by insinuating itself into the 
cell's reproductive machinery, so that future copies of the cell also 
make HFV. 

Scientists discovered last year that some people are effectively 
immune to HTV because they have a mutation in another 
chemokfoe, called CCR5. That occurs in roughly 1 per cent of 
Caucasians, but apparently not in other ethnic groups. 

The CCR2 mutation is found in all ethnic groups tested, 
including Hispanics, blacks and whites. The new finding could be 
significant for developing therapies in future. Charles Arthur 



New judge in schoolgirl murder case 


A judge who has been co-ordinating the 
investigation into the rape and murder of 
British teenager Caroline Dickinson in 
western France has been sacked and re- 
placed with a “star" magistrate. 

The appeals court In Rennes removed 
Gerard Zaug and entrusted the case to 
Judge Renaud van Ruymbeke, one of the 
country's best-known Investigating jurists. 

The court also ordered police to cany 
out systematic genetics tests on all men 
aged 15 to 35 in Pleine-Fougeres, the 
Brittany village where the 13-year-old was 
strangled on 18 July, 1996 while on a 
school trip from Launceston, England. 

Van Ruymbeke, who has gained a rep- 
utation for tenacity in his Investigations of 
political scandals, was due to meet inves- 


tigators of the paramilitary gendarmerie 
to discuss the case. 

“We are very happy with what hap- 
pened today. New avenues will be ex- 
plored,” Caroline's father told reporters. 

He said Van Ruymbeke told him that 
new methods of investigation would be 
used. The Dickinsons had sought to have 
Zaug and the gendarmerie taken off the 
case, arguing that they had made several 
mistakes. 

They filed a fresh lawsuit last month to 
demand further investigations, with a for- 
mal application for wider genetic testing, 
a public appeal for witnesses and the 
linking of the investigation with another 
probe into a sexual attack at a youth hos- 
tel a few miles away on the same night 


WEATHER 



General Situation and Ontiooic 

England and Wkles wiQ have a dry day with 
long periods of warm sunshine. However, sea 
breezes may bring more in ibe way of patchy 
cloud and mist on (o south and south-west 
coasts. Northern Ireland will be mainly 
cloudy with a little light rain here and there, 
bm some sunshine is likely in the east Wesi- 
cm Scotland will be rather dull and misty 
with light rain at rimes which may affect the 
Grampians in the afternoon but mud) or 
eastern Scotland will be dry and warm with 
some sunshine. 

Tomorrow, all parts will have sunny spells, 
prolonged in many parts of England and 
Whies. However, rain will slowly edge into 
Northern Ireland and western Scotland from 
the west later on Saturday, but the bulk of 
the rain will be light and rather sporadic. On 
Sunday the rain in the north will mainly peter 
out although there will be a cloudy spell in 
the north for a lime. England and Wales will 
remain dry with plenty of sunshine. 
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ABBEY NATIONAL 
INTEREST RATES 


Notice of change of Abbey National pic’s 
Mortgage Interest Rate. 

Tbe Standard Variable Rate of interest charged to existing Abbey National 
borrowers with variable interest rate mortgages wiil increase by 0.25% per 
annum to 8.45%. 

If you have the benefit of a discount for a higher value mortgage then your 
new rate may be lower than this. 

This change will take effect on 1 st September 1 997.* 

“Please note that this date does not apply: 

1 . IS your mortgage is administered by Abbey National Mortgage Finance pic 
or your mortgage lender is Abbey National Mortgages pic. In this ? case 
the change will take effect on 3rd September 1997. 

2. If your mortgage specifies a period of notice which is greater than li da vs 
before an alteration to the interest rate takes effect. In this case we will 
write to you individually and tell you when the change will take effect 
except in respect of loans on the annual review scheme. 

3. If your loan is on the annual review scheme and your mortgage specifies 
a period of notice before an alteration to the interest rate is effective, that 
period of notice will apply to the loan and will commence on 1st September 
1997. The change will come into effect on the expiration of the notice. 

This notice does not apply to those former National & Provincial Home Owner Loans 
or Home Improvement Loans where individual notification of the change is given 
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To *«t« u, in improving our we record or monitor telephone ulli. Abhev N^HomI *nd rhr rr m h. 

Couple .ymbol ere tmdem.rb of Abbey Nation*! pic. Abbey Hon*, Baker Street. London NWI bXL. 0171 6U J 





indian independence 50 years on 
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Triumphal march of a nation 
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Jubilee 
party 
fills the 
streets 
with 
pride 


Peter Popham 
New Delhi 
Anwar Iqbal 

Islamabad 


As they laboriously criss-cross 
New Delhi's vast boulevards and 
endless triumphal vistas, many 
visitors must have asked them- 
selves: what on earth is it all for? 
Last night the answer was pro- 
vided: for events like this. 

As the Golden Jubilee of In- 
dia’s independence got undeT 
way with a huge March of the 
Nation last night, the ceremo- 
nial heart of Lutyens's imperi- 
um was transformed into a sea 
of celebrating people. 

Eight stages nave been erect- 
ed, punctuating the lawns that 
flank Rajpatb, formerly Kings- 
way, Delhi’s gigantic answer to 
London’s MalL TWenty-eight 
teams of dancers from different 
parts of the countty did their 
stuff during the early evening as 
the crowds began to build. 

Then at 9pm prompt the 
March of the Nation was 
flagged off from the east end of 
the boulevard. Hundreds of 
freedom fightem, veterans of the 
struggle against Britain who 
are now in their 80s and 90s, 
have been brought to Delhi for 
the celebration. To the shame 
of the government, many have 
been accommodated in the 
most primitive lodgings, without 
beds and sharing two lavatories 
among 70 people. 

But last night that typically 
Indian failure was forgotten as 
74 Indian-made jeeps bore the 
freedom fighters in the van of 
the procession, leading some 
15,000 people representing all 
regions and religions of the 
country towards the grand cli- 
max, a show of music, lasers and 



Grand ceremony: All India gloried in its independence yesterday - ‘We just want to rejoice ... It’s like when you get married’ Photograph: Raghu Rai, Beauty Bath for Bride-to-be 


fireworks in front of the Presi- 
dential Palace. 

In the far north-east of the 
country, at a place called SGani- 
bar in Assam, seven people 
were killed when a bomb plant- 
ed by secessionists exploded un- 
der a train. Nobody claimed 
responsibility, but militant 
members of the Bodo tribe, one 
of a number of ethnic groups in 
the North-east fighting to break 
away from India, bave cailed for 
strikes and boycotts to mark the 
50th anniversary of India's own 
independence. 


In Pakistan, too, the cele- 
brations were marred by vio- 
lence. A violent riot erupted in 
Karachi after police fired on 
surging crowds celebrating Pak- 
istan’s 50th anniversary, and two 
young men were kflled 
Thousands of people had 
gathered outside die tomb of 
the nation's founder, Mo- 
hammed Ali Jirmah, in a colour- 
ful ceremony that quickly 
turned from jubilant to violent 
Soon after a speech by Prime 
Minisier NawazSharif, in which 
be appealed to Pakistan's peo- 


ple to put an end to violence 
racking the nation, police 
moved in with batons to dis- 
perse the crowd. Enraged, sev- 
eral people took off their shoes 
and began throwing them at po- 
lice guards. One officer sprayed 
bullets into the crowd. 

Mr Sharif used a flag-raising 
ceremony in Islamabad to issue 
a fresh call for peace with In- 
dia and a solution to the 50- 
year-old Kashmir dispute, one 
of the legacies of partition. “I 
hope that India would also re- 
spond with the same sincerity by 


withdrawing its forces from oc- 
cupied Kashmir and puffing 
an end to atrocities there and 
hence pave the way for estab- 
lishment of lasting peace in 
the region,'’ he declared. 

The Indian government, in a 
reminder of the divide between 
the two nations, accused Pakistan 
of developing nuclear warheads 
for medium-range migales- In- 
dia and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since 1947; hundreds 
of thousands died in the after- 
math of partition, and millions 
were uprooted. 


Just before midnight last 
night, MPs and other dignitaries 
were to gather for a nationally 
televised re-enactment of the 
historic sitting of India’s con- 
stituent assembly on 14 August 
1947. They were to hear a 
recording of the famous “tryst 
with destiny” speech delivered 
by India’s first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru in which he 
called for an end to “poverty 
and ignorance and disease and 
inequality of opportunity.” 

Yesterday in Delhi, on a 
balmy night cooled by heavy 


rain the day before, the domi- 
nant mood was serenity and 
pride. The city centre has been 
filled with flags and strings of 
marigolds and greenery, and all 
the prominent buildings have 
been thrown into brilliant sil- 
houette by banks of lightbulbs. 

For one evening the nation’s 
problems are forgotten. “This 
is really the first such event in 
our history," a spectator at Ra- 
jpath said. “We are so happy, we 
really do not know what to do. 
We just want to rejoice, it's just 
like when you get married.” 


Fate in one 
man’s hands 

WH Auden had largely 
abandoned political verse 
after the Second Work! War, 
but he returned to it in the 
aftermath of Indian and 
Pakistani independence. 

His 1948 poem on 
partition comments on the 
decisions taken by British 
officials In the name of 
political expediency, which 
were followed by hundreds 
of thousands of deaths. 

Partition 

By WH Auden 

Unbiased at least he was when 
he armed on his mission. 
Having never set eyes on this 
land he was called lo partition 
Between two peoples 

fanatically at odds. 
With their (Efferent diets and 
incompatible gods. 
Time', they had briefed him in 
London, 'is short. It’s too late 
For mutual reconciliation or 

rational debate; 
The only solution now lies in 
separation. 
The Viceroy thinks, as you see 
from Ns letter. 

That the less you are seen in 
his company the better. 
So we've arranged to provide 
you wish other aaxmmodation. 
We can give you tour judges. 

two Moslem and two Hindu. 
To consult with, but the final 
decision must rest with you. ’ 


Shut up in a lonely mansion, 
with police night and day 
Patrolling the gardens to keep 
assassins away. 
He got down to work, to the 
task of settling the tale 
Of millions. The maps at his 
disposal were out of date 
And the Census Returns 
almost certainly incorrect. 
But there was no time to check 
them, no time to inspect 
Contested areas. The weather 
was frightfully hot. 
And a bout of dysentery kept 
him constantly on the trot. 
But in seven weeks it was 
done, the frontiers decided. 
A continent tor better or worse 
divided. 


The next day he sailed tor 
England, where he quickly 
forgot 

The case, as a good lawyer 
must. Return he would not. 
Afraid, as he told his Club 

that he might get shot. 


Saga of Mahatma memorial 
shows spiritual father has no 
place in people’s hearts 



Peter Popham 

in New Delhi 


M ohandas Gandhi is invariably de- 
scribed as the father of the Indi- 
an nation. Only the reckless take 
his name in vain: when a campaigner for 
homosexual rights described him on a tele- 
vision chat show here two years ago as a 
“bastard grocer”, or words to that effect, 
the show was axed, the executives of Ru- 
pert 'Murdoch's Star television channel 
made to apologise, parliament went into 
special session and the outspoken fellow 
was sued by one of Gandhi’s grandsons. 

Gandhi's spectral voice was heard in the 
Central Hall of Delhi's parliament build- 
ing last night as India celebrated its Gold- 
en Jubilee by replaying recordings from 
the days of the freedom struggle. But the 
man they call the Mahatma, “Great Soul”, 
was in other ways absent 
After nearly 30 years of bickering, the 
government still cannot agree on a place 
m the capital for his statue. And a recent 
opinion poll in a weekly magazine con- 
firmed what most Indians readily admit: that 
they no longer have a place for him in their 
hearts. Of the more than 12,000 people 
polled, only 14 per cent named Gandhi as 
a national leader who has inspired them. 

Bom in 1S69 the child of merchants in 
Gujarat (hence the “grocer" slur), Gand- 
hi broke with caste tradition and sailed to 
England to become a lawyer. Back in In- 
dia he was loo nervous to speak in court 
and eked a living as a clerk before s a i l in g 
to South Africa, where he stayed for more . 
than 20 years. It was there on behalf of the 
Indian community that he developed the 
of peaceful protest that he was 
to employ with such devastating effect 
against the British in India. 

rbmrfhi was an abstemious character not 
only a vegetarian (obeying a promise made 
to his mother) and a teetotaller, but after 
1908 a celibate. He was also obsessively in- 
terested in excrement. (“Have you had a 
good bowel movement this morning asters?" 
was his usual greeting to his female devo- 
tees.) But the fed which came to define him 

above all concerned his appearance. 

More than any other figure in 20th-cen- 
tuiy politics except perhaps Mao Zedong 
(with his jacket and cap), Gandhi used 
clothing as a weapon in the smiggle. In a 
new book serialised recently in. the Ason 
Age entitled “Clothing Matters: Gandhi and 
the Recreation of Indian Dress”, Emma 
TarlO describes the evolution of his ideas 
on the subject from the top hat and frock 





Gandhi: Image of saintliness that people 
could revere without having to follow 

coat he affected in London, to shorts and 
shirts made from sacks, the riiapeless robes 
of a peasant, and finally to the ultimate sim- 
pUdiy and affront of a homespun loincloth. 

Gandhi's adoption of dothing alien to 
his own class and caste served several pur- 
poses. Arriving in Britain for the first time 
wearing white flannels, hewas upset to find 
himself odd man out But from then on he 
turned the embarrassment of ins 
ate dress against the Empire, 
a villager, he caused the colonial authori- 
ties acute awkwardness, while evoking 
huge support from the poorest Indians by 
so vividly declaring solidarity with them. 

From his dramatic adoption of the 
khodi - homespun loincloth - in 1921, in 
protest at Britain’s refusal to grant home 
rule. Gandhis obsession deepened and 
broadened. Everyone should wear khodi. 
be dedared. Wranngkfeafi could transform 


U. 


people morally. Conversely, as Thrlo puts 
it, “foreign doth was so intrinsically vile that 
contact with it was physically, and mental- 
ly defiling”. 

Filthy, untouchable and “our greatest 
outward pollution” was how Gandhi de- 
scribed the wearing of foreign clothes. In 
■ so doing be brought back the notion of un- 
touchabflity be had fought against so hard 
on questions of caste, and alienated many 
of his supporters among the intelligentsia. 

Gandhi's crankiness about clothes was 
matched by the eccentricity of his politi- 
cal and economic ideas. His bihle was 
Ruskin's Unto This Last, a defining work 
of the late-Victorian reaction against the 
Industrial Revolution and a plea for the 
restoration of agrarian values. -Gandhi 
read the book in South Africa and claimed 
it instantly transformed his life. Ever after, 
he argued vehemently against Westerni- 
sation and modernisation. In his book Hind 
Swaraj (1909) he denounced even such be- 
nign imports as railways and doctors. In the 
process he instilled a deep mistrust of 
modernity and economic growth which has 
hagtied the nation’s development ever since. 

Tbday, as politicians mull over where to 
pul Ins statue, Gandhi's legacy is in tatters. 
The rural hamlet of Seva gram in Madhya 
was where Gandhi tried to realise his ide- 
al of swadesh - self-sufficiency - and kha- 
di and some other Gandhian products are 
stUI made there. But workers employed by 
Gandhi's disciples are poorly paid, the al- 
cohol prohibition the community insists on 
has given nearby bootleggers a roaring 
trade; while the community’s opposition to 
a steel project planned for the area has con- 
signed the hamlet to backwardness. 

“I blame Gandhi," one local graduate 
told a reporter. “His anti-machinery the- 
ory has proved wrong. We have good ed- 
ucational fertilities, but no way of generating 
jobs.” Raskin’s prescriptions have proved 
disastrous in a country as poor as this. 

Gandhi failed; but his fail ore was pre- 
dictable as early as the Twenties when die 
mass of Indians failed to adopt his beloved 
homespun as their dress. Instead of con- 
verting to his Ideas, they made him a sort 
of mascot -an image of saintliness they could 
revere without having to follow. Whether 
he willed it or not, a sort of Christ-like aura 
came to surround Gandhi, culminating in 
his murder in 1948 by a fellow Hindu. 

Yesterday, while long queues waited to 
tour the handsome and well-appointed mu- 
seum devoted to Indira Gandhi, the sad and 
shabby Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Mu- 
seum was practically deserted. And now in 
Delhi, though birds have nests and foxes 
have holes, the father of India has no place 

to raise his image. 
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Briton feared 
drowned in 
flash-flood 
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Kkn Sengupta 

A British woman was missing 
feared dead yesterday after a 
freak flash flood while she was 
hiking in Arizona. Charlotte 
Wilmington, 24, a nursery 
nurse, was feared drowned with 
10 other hikers in an Arizona 
canyon after a flood sent down 
an 1 1-fr wall of water. 

Her parents, Brian and 
Gillian WhrmingLaa, were wait- 
ing for developments after 
learning that their daughter 
Charlotte was missing. Her fa- 
ther, from Yarningdale Com- 
mon, near Henley -in-Arden, 
Warwickshire, said: “She was 
quite a strong swimmer and this 
is what we are able to to hope 
for, because we feel that if she 
had an opportunity, she would 
have done something". 

They were not the only fam- 
ily to suffer tragedy during a bol- 
iday. Relatives of student 
Charlotte Gibb, injured in a 
shooting which killed her 
boyfriend. Max Hunter, visited 
her in hospital in Israel, where 
she had been holidaying. 

Also in US another hiker, 
from Derbyshire, fell to his 
death in Yosemite National 
Park. In the Dominican Re- 


public 300 holidaymakers were 
evacuated from a hotel after it 
was found guests had contract- 
ed typhoid. 

The incidents highlighted a 
spate of fatal and life-threat- 
ening incidents that have be- 
fallen British holidaymakers. 
Victims of violence in Cyprus 
and Hungary spoke yesterday 
about their experience. 

lb add to the atmosphere of 
uncertainty, Egyptian authori- 
ties said an Islamic group which 
massacred 18 Greek tourists 
outside a Cairo hotel last year 
had planned more attacks on 
foreigners. 

Ms Gibb, 20, who was shot 
while hitch-hiking with Mr 
Hunter, 22, was seen in hospi- 
tal in Beersheba by her parents, 
David and Jennifer, and sister 
GUna, from Lincolnshire. 

Mr Gibb said: “She is recov- 
ering well ... She seems to 
have had a very fortunate es- 
cape". 

In Yosemite National Park, 
California, Charles Richards, 
67, from Derbyshire, died after 
falling 50 feet on Sunday. Offi- 
cials are trying to ascertain 
what happened 

In the Dominican Republic 
resort of Juan Dolio, Thomson 


Holidays moved 300 holiday- 
makers from Diamond Costa 
Caribe Hotel after three women 
fell ill with typhoid Another 85 
people were diverted to anoth- 
er resort as a precaution. 

The three women were di- 
agnosed as suffering from ty- 
phoid after tests in London 
following their return from the 
Caribbean. 

In Cyprus a woman wept as 
she gave evidence at the trial of 
British soldiers accused of at- 
tacking her boyfriend at a hol- 
iday resort Clare Harbour, 22, 
from Lee, south London, said 
they kicked and punched Bar- 
ry Ford, 23. The soldiers, sta- 
tioned in Cyprus with the 1st 
Battalion icing’s Regiment, are: 
Roger Bell, 26; Tim Carter, 27; 
Steven Wblstencrofl, 26; Steven 
Girvan, 20 and Stuart Spencer, 
20. They face charges of griev- 
ous bodily harm and actual 
bodily harm. 

The widow of a Christian Aid 
worker beaten to death in Hun- 
gaiyvcwed no return to continue 
her husband’s mission. Jo Bol- 
lard 55, and her husband, 
Mkhael, 62. from Bail don, near 
Bradford were attacked by 
robbers while on a trip to de- 
liver literature and clothes. 
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Masquerade: Amember of the Players Company In London rehearsing The Love of the Nightingale, a Greek drama which will be performed on 
the Edinburgh Fringe. The chorus wear mirrored masks and the king and queen gold ones, sculpted by Andrew Logan Photograph: John Voos 
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Proust, Dostoevsky? 
No, simply the holiday 
diary of a duchess 
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ADVANCED PHOTO 
SYSTEM CAMERA 

• Bult-in flash. 

• Autovrind/rewind 

• Multiple priit format 

• Drop-in loading. 

Was £3439. 

SALE PRICE 


£ 23.99 


FUJI FOT'ONt'X so 

V.V.T'V ^Vim 


• Autnflash with 
‘red-eye’ reduction. 

• Autofocus. 

• Outfit includes case, 
album and 2fikna. 

Was £5939. 

SALE PRICE 

£4 9.99^^ 

ADVANCED PHOTO 
SYSTEM CAMERA 

• Tted-eye' nsdudng 
flash. 

• Drop-in lowing. 

Was £99.99. 

SALEPIBCE 

£7999 



Jo jo Moyes 

Students of parody were last 
night wondering how they could 
possibly better the efforts of the - 
Duchess of York, who this week 
publishes her holiday diary in 
the Spectator. 

Initial glances at the journal, 
with its carefree lack of syntax 
and almost obsessive refer- 
ences to food, led many to sus- 
pect a sophisticated, if cruel 
parody. “Fine trees: nuts. Fig 
trees: figs (how Alan Bates ate 
them in Women in Level)” be- 
gins one section. “Olive trees: 
olives and oils. Sunflowers: 
more oils. Grapes: ray favourite 
Cervaro. Pasta: spaghetti, 
tagUerini, linguine. Meats: Par- 
ma ham. With every smell, I 
smell food. With every sight, I 
see food. I can almost hear 
food. I want to spade the whole 
lot through my mouth at Mach 
2 .Basta!' 

But suspicions wefe ill- 
founded. The duchess's office 
confirmed that it was, in fact, all 
her own work. As Frank John- 
son, editor of the Spectator, said 
yesterday: "No one could forge - 
, it." 

The diary, be said, had been • 
written by the duchess at his re- 
quest, and was neither a paro- 
dy, nor ghost-written, “like all 
great writers there are depths 
of meaning," he said, adding, af- 
ter a pause, “You have Proust, 
Dostoevsky ... Fergie. If she had 
a ghost writer it must have 
been some kind of genius who 



Duchess of fork: Smells, 
sees and almost hears food 

thinks in her mincL" 

Indeed, much of it is almost 
too Fergie-like to be true. She 
reveals the same talent for self- 
abasement that emerged from 
her encounter with television in- 
terviewer Ruby Wax, calling 
herself “ungrateful” and “vain". 
Her obsession with food, she 
says, is problematic, as sbe is 
meant to be “a paradigm of a 
weight loser - perhaps the only 
thing I am allowed to add to be- 
ing a loser." 

But the duchess is nothing if 
not resource fuL “A brilliant 
idea comes to mind from read- 
ing f/yfo/ I see the Queen of 
Sweden wearing a T-shirt with 


a supennodd figure in a bildni 
printed on it - maybe Weight- 
watchers won't notice if I put 
one on at the launch!" 

The duchess is keen, how- 
ever. that we do not forget her 
charitable credentials, not least 
her work with the Motor Neu- 
rone Disease Association, for 
whom she has just held a gnlf 
tournament. 

“MND.” she explains, “is 
the most debilitating, devastat- 
ing, muscle wasting disease ... 
Andrew - steadfastly loyal to me 
and his Scottish Mutual team - 
started his victorious round 
dead on time, having already 
made sure that he had wished 
his grandmother a happy birth- 
day in the morning." 

There are digressions into 
childhood reminiscence, in- 
sights into family (“Andrew and 
I believe so much in this new 
Americanism of co-parenting") 
and the odd pieces of literary 
twiddle (“The red, earthy, lat- 
erite soil was kicked up as An- 
drew, Beatrice and Eugenie 
headed off into the distant Tus- 
can hills on their way to join 
HMY Brittania”) 

Perhaps mindful of her au- 
dience, the duchess throws in a 
couple of cultural references: to 
Dante - and Simba, from Dis- 
ney’s The Lion King. Her new 
editor is definitely happy with 
the result. "I knew she would be 
a good diarist ... I’ll ask her to 
write again,” says Mr Johnson. 
"Although we won't be running 
one every week.” 



Greer hits out at 
‘weak’ Downey 




ADUMKB) PHOTO 
SYSTEM ZOOM GAMBIA 

• 25-100mm zoom lens. 

• Active autofocus. 

• Information exchange. 
Was £27933 

SALE PRICE 

£228.3$ 
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Ian Greer, the lobbyist at the 
centre for the cash-for-questions 
scandal, has criticised Sir Gor- 
don Etawney, die Parliamentary 
Commissioner for 'Standards, 
for being too weak to resist me- 
dia calls to censure the five for-- 
mer Tory MPs involved in the 

affair . 

In his first interview since the 
publication of Sir Gordon's re- 
port last month, Mr Greer says 
Sir Gordon has satisfied a lust 
for “heads” m an atmosphere 
that was “hot". 

In the interview, which is to 
be broadcast on IWTs London 
Programme on Sunday, Mr 
Greer says Sir Gordon has left 
“a lot of questions unan- 
swered" 

Sir Gordon found evidence 
that Neil Hamilton had re- 
ceived cash payments directly 
from Harrods boss Mohamed 
A1 Fayed. 

Mr Greer, who was found to 
have misled a previous Parlia- 
mentary investigation into the 
relationship between lobbyists 


and MPls, said he was “delight- 
ed” that he and his now bank- 
rupt lobbying firm had been 
cleared of acting as “a conduit” 
for Mr Fayed. 

Mr Greer says in the inter- 
view that he is “comfortable" 
with the findings about him 
and argues that the original al- 
legations that MPs received 
cash for specifically tabling 
questions were not proved. 

But he says: “(Downey] is a 
distinguished civil servant, but 
he's not a judge; he's not infal- 
lible. He has arrived at a num- 
ber of veqr surprising 
condusions in his report” How- 
ever, It would have “needed a 
man very much stronger than 
Sir Gordon Downey to have 
come down with a report that 
said: ‘No, I do not beueve that 
Hamilton or anyone else be- 
haved wrongly' Ixxause the at- 
mosphere in which Downey 
prepared his report was _ hot" 

He added: “The media and, 
indeed, I believe the public, 
wanted heads and Downey has 
supplied those heads." 

- Mr Greer also says he now 


some times regrets dropping his 
libel action against The 
Guardian, which had alleged he 
had arranged for MPs to ask 
questions in Parliament in ex- 
change for cash and wishes he 
had never met Mr Fayed or tak- 
en hhn on as a client. 

The lobbyist also denies op- 
erating a “slush fund" made up 
of payments from Mr Fayed for 
the purpose of paying MPs. 

Sir Gordon concluded that 
“there is a strong probability 
that cash payments, additional 
to his consultancy fee. were 
made to Mr Greer, over a pe- 
riod of time ...” 

The Commons Standards 
and Privileges Committee 
agreed earlier this month with 
Sir Gordon's criticism of four of 
the five former Tory MPs he 
censured - Sir Andrew Bowden, 
Tim Smith, Michael Brown and 
Sir Michael Grylls. 

It has yet to reach a decision 
about Mr Hamilton, who Has 
submitted a lengthy rebuttal and 
will cross-examine him under 
oath in the Commons at a tele- 
vised hearing in October. 
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Men’s glossies put Cosmo in slow lane 


With sales of over 500,000, 
FHM has overtaken the most 
popular women’s title 
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Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

A milestone will be passed 
today in the magazine world 
when a men's magazine 
overtakes the best-selling 
women’s glossy Cosmopolitan 
for the first time. 

FHM. the glossy lads* maga- 
zine, wQl announce that it is sell- 
ing over half a million copies an 
issue. Meanwhile Cosmopolitan 
and its rival Marie Claim are ex- 
pected by the publishing in- 
dustry to announce that their 
sales have dropped slightly, 
leaving them selling around 
450,000 copies per issue. 

Also likely to be up and gun- 
ning for the women's magazines 
is Loaded, the lads’ magazine 
which started the men's pub- 
lishing revolution. 

Only three years ago FHM 
was a sleepy men’s fashion mag- 
azine selling less than SO.OOO 
copies. But taking its lead from 
Loaded, which mixed humour 
with plenty of scantily-clad 
women, FHM re-invented itself 
as a magazine for the New Lad 
era. 

The success of Loaded and 
FHM inspired a host of imita- 
tors including the straightfor- 
ward such as Maxim to specialist 
titles like Eat Soup and Men s 
Health which all added flesh and 
irreverence to their editorial 
mix. 

Ten years ago the men’s 
magazine sector did not exist. 
When GQ and Esqtdre were 
imported from America in the 
late Eighties they struggled to 
sell over 50.000 copies. 
Publishing industry wisdom 
then was that men would only 
buy magazines if they were 
about fishing or cars. 

Now these magazines are big 
business. The last issue of 
FHM sold close to 600.000 
copies, bringing EMAP £1.6m 
in cover price revenue for just 
one issue. In addition to this 
FHM made £4m in advertising 
in 1 996 and is estimated to top 
£6m this year. The seven mag- 
azines in the men’s glossy mar- 
ket are likely to be worth over 
£80m this year. 

The lads' magazines, with 
their reliance on near-naked 


women and obsessional cover- 
age of sex. have been blamed for 
wiping out the sales of top-shelf 
pornographic magazines. Earlier 
this year WH South pulled soft- 
pom titles from its shelves 
because they were no longer 
selling. 

Magazine editors believe 
men’s magazines are outpacing 
women’s titles because they 
have taken risks and invested 
in innovative journalism: 
“Women's magazine are 
stuffed with people who grew 
up with women's magazines." 
said Richard Benson, editor of 
The Face . Britain's first style 
magazine for men and women. 
“But it is only when you are 
pushing against the boundaries 
of a format that you produce 
good thiags and if you’re 
steeped in it you’re not push- 
ing against it. 

“ Loaded gave a forum to 
writers from the music press 
who had been putting out 
intelligent, funny journalism 
for years. They helped reinvent 
the form. Women's ma gazin es 
think and act in cliche." 

Gill Hudson, who edits 
Maxim , believes women's 
magazines are failing because 
they are not using humour the 
way the men’s magazines do. 

The men credited with the 
lads’ mag phenomenon - James 
Brown at Loaded and Mike 
Sou tar at FHM - this year left 
their creations. James Biown 
has been charged by Cond£ 
Nast with makin g GQ a Loaded 
for men in their "Hurties and Mr 
Soutar has moved to the radio 
station Kiss FM. 

Some industry experts 
believe that they may have left 
because they know their 100 per 
cent per annum sales rises 
cannot continue, and that they 
decided to get out while they 
were at the top. 

“The magazine that comes to 
mind is llz.” said Richard 
Britton, press buying director 
at media agency CIA Medi- 
anetwork. 

“It was a men's publishing 
phenomenon too. Its sales rose 
really steeply and really fast in 
the Eighties. And they’ve been 
dropping off ever since.” 

Leading article, page 13 



, ?v ] 2-page fashion special 


Sex and drugs and boys’ own adventure stories 


Relationships, relationships... but are they enough? 


The cover lines on the pastiche we have 
constructed above may look ridiculous, but 
they tell the tale of how the new generation of 
magazines appeal to young men. 

■How to puH a feminist Many of these 
magazines’ use die same style as women’s 
magazines to cover a subject And the subject 
is usually sex. Sex in hotel rooms; sex when 
you’re drunk; sex with your best friend's - • 
girlfriend. All firmly longue-in-cheek. 
■Voluptuous in the Valleys: There is always a 
report of a hack’s adventures, whether it is 
sampling the nightlife of Cardiff or swimming 


with sharks. But their machismo is always 
undercut by humour. 

■Lounge Lizard: All the magazines include 
spreads on clothes and gadgets. Whether 
they are really for readers or to encourage 
advertisers is debatable. Loaded and FHM are 
for men In the early 20s; their readers need to 
be told what is cool. 

■Buttocks for the beach: Health and fitness 
magazines are doing surprisingly well - most 
publishers thought the idea was too vain and 
American for British men. &it the magazines 
are careful not set aspirations too high. 


Some of the cover lines on women's 
magazines are beyond satirising, but each 
one of ours above represents the tried and 
tested ingredients. 

■ Astro Adultery: Combining sex with 
horoscopes is me apotheosis of file women’s 
magazine. Cosmo led the way and magazines 
are always about relationships, relationships 
and relationships. Adultery features because 
of the vicarious thrill; astrology because their 
fatalist philosophy appeals to those without 
power in society. 

■ Black is the new white: Fashion magazines 


supposedly keep you abreast of trends. In 
fact they ensure the obsolescence of your 
wardrobe and encourage advertisers. 

■ The tying game: Anecdotal stories of an 
anonymous love fife - usually “Caroline, 23, 
who works In publishing..." - and first person 
confessionals help to add more relationship 
fodder to the mix while getting some fairly 
explicit sex Into the magazine. 

■Tweezer tenor It Is easy to criticise them 
for thriving on sensationalist health scares. 
But if women's magazines don’t campaign for 
better breast cancer screening, no one will. 




Thomas Cook is offering some great deals on next year's faraway 
holidays from Thomas Cook Holidays 
Tropical Shores and Florida Brochures. 

So hurry down to your local 
Thomas Cook shop or book 
phone or see fjSEHZS page 268 


Thomas 

Cook 


The nice surprise is the prices 
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if your home is plagued by rising damp, you’ll be only too aware 
of its effects. There’s always a dank, musty smell, unsightly stains and 
mildew in the form of black fungus. And because the fungus spores are 
inhaled, it can be a health hazard especially to the young and old. 

Rising damp can considerably reduce the value of your home. 
Condensation can have the same devastating effects. 

Waterproof paWs and waBpapers, and theappfleation of a fungicide . 
can temporarily mask the problem. 

But the damp Is stifl there. 

There is a fast, efficient way you can eliminate the problem. The 
Wallguard Ceramic Tube System- Ks like air conditioning for walls. 

It’s environmentally friendly. It doesn’t use potentially dangerous 
chemicals and In most circumstances there's no replastering or 
decorating involved. Walls of any thickness can be treated, solid 
or cavity, brick or stone. 

Hie Wallguard System is in use throughout the UK - in thousands 
of domestic properties, in puttie braidings and in buildings of out- 
stamSng historical value. A prime example is Westminster Abbey, first 
instaBed In 1932 and recenUy added to by WaSguard. A strong testimony 
to their faith in our product 


So. if you're in despair over rising damp or condensation, relax, 
talk to us now on freephone 


0800 508608 


or post the coupon today - for a fast and efficient solution to your 
problem. No deposit finance details on request 

O My cteinirai injection has failed o No existing (temp proof course 

0 Conventional damp proof course has failed O Condensation Cortrol 

0 1 would Ike to elimhate damp once and for afl 


Name. 

Tel 

Adcfess. 


Postcode 

Send to: Wallguard. Freepost MR 8787 Manchester Ml 6 8HB' 
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Serial A-graders get seven 



Alexandra WDfiams 

A new phenomenon emerged 

yesterday- the serial A-grader. 
Whereas in the past students 
were content with three, per- 
haps four, A-levels, this year 
pupils were notching up to sev- 
en grade As. 

Also, pupils who could not ut- 
ter a word of English two years 
ago will be walking off to 
Oxb ridge next term with an* 
abundance of A-Ievels at top 
grades. George Tbmbuli, 
spo kesm an for the Associated 


Examining board denies school-leavers' ever-higher exam scores are a sign of falling standards oSj^e^fa^ned four A 


Examining Board, the largest A-' 
level board, said: “Seven A 
grades are veiy impressive. But 
this is not an indication of 
f alling s tandar ds but improve- 
ment. In 1952 no one had 
climbed Mount Eve res and at 
one stage the four-minute mile 
was a record but look at the sit- 
uation now.” 

Philip Crofcer, of Weymouth, 
Dorset, achieved a grade A in 
statistics, pure maths, mechan- 


ics, physics, chemistry, music 
and general studies. Not shy 
about his achievements, the 
pupil at Kingswood School, 
Bath, Somerset, said: “I know 
it is a good result, but I didn’t 
have to workflat-ouL 1 don't do 
anything by half-measures. HI 
celebrate with some friends but 
Tm not going to get drunk be- 
cause I don't like to drink very 
much.” His grades guarantee his 
place at Oxford, to study maths. 


Hacey Sowertw struck a blow 
for sixth-form colleges, achiev- 
ing six As. A pupil at Queen 
Elizabeth Sixth Form College, 
Darlington, she excelled at Ger- 
man, maths, further maths, 
physics, history and general 
studies, ensuringa place at Ox- 
ford. She said: “When I looked 
at the bit of paper it was prob- 
ably the best feeling I’ve ever 
had in my life. Now I have a 
reading-list of about 100 books 


to get through before 1 start 
studying for history at Oxford.” 

A string of foreigners who 
could barely speak EngtiSi a few 
years ago earned top universi- 
ty places. Natalia Slaska, 17, 
came to Britain five yearn ago 
from Norway. In 1995 she 
gained 10 GCSEs at A grade 
and yesterday celebrated her 
four A grades, which have en- 
sured her a place to study mod- 
em languages at Cambridge. 


Polish student Boguslaw 
Kysinski, 18. despite befog un- 
able to sgeqk a word of 1’ 
when be joined Clifton < 

Bristol twayeais ago, achieved 
five A grades. He hasnow won 
a place at Cambridge Univer- 
sity and is celebrating with his 
friends, in Warsaw. 

And a ^Russian boy who 

Ins name. OregLeroer came to 
Britain in 1991. In October he 


wiH take his place atQsford to 
read biochemistry. “I guess you 
could say Tm a bit of a science 
boffin,” he admits. “AD my 
friends seem to have done quite 
well too, but I don’t know ex- 
actly what grades they got, as I 
was plucked oat of the queue 
to receive urine, as they were so 
good.” Some households had a 
double helping of celebrations. 
On Merseyside, twins Tbm and 
Geoff Johnstone, pupils of Mer- 


"Thcy shared their success 
with follow student Michael 

Ledger- Lomas, of Freshfields, 
who was awarded the countiy s 
Highest French mark by the 

Associated Examination Board. 

But he is to read history at Pe- 
texhouse College, Cambridge, 
after gaining A grades m uve 


auufcuio. iwuio uavm — - - — ~ 

Johnson each scored three As 
- but will now be going to dif- 
ferent ufoveisities. 



Moment of truth: After a nervous few weeks thousands of students now know whether or not they have made the grade 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Emotional students lent a sympathetic ear 


Esther Leach 


The clearing helplines at Hud- 
dersfield University took 1,000 
calls in less than two hours. The 
12 telephone operators gave in- 
formation and advice to often dis- 
tressed students almost 
continuously. But by lunchtime 
there still had not been a single 
query about the new tuition foes. 

“I don't think it is some thing stu- 


dents are worried about,” said Julie 
Pettier, Huddersfield University's 
Schools and Colleges Liaison Of- 
ficer. “I find it a worry more for 
the parents than the students. 

“We have been busier than ever 
this year and the students’ quali- 
fications seem to be higher. we are 
hearing of fewer N and U grades.” 

Mrs Pedler heads up the 
helpline operation with 10 
women and two men, answering 


calls over the next two weeks, 
are part of the university 
: chosen for their sympathet- 
ic and helpful manner. 

“Don’t despair.” one operator 
told a caller. “I know it is a trau- 
matic time. HI put you through 
to the tutor and he may still be 
able to help you.” As soon as the 
phone is replaced, it rang again. 

The pleas for help and guid- 
ance are repeated throughout the 


morning. The operators divert 
calls to take short breaks. “It gets 
to us all in the end,” said one op- 
erator. “I’ve taken a few calls 
from parents and teachers who 
are calling in because the students 
have been too upset to speak. 

“I was talking to one mother 
and I could hear her daughter 
sobbing in the background.” 

Yet another operator replaced 
the phone and said: “That was 


nice. He got all hs points and is 
ringing to confirm his place on die 
law course. Thar's a nice feeling. 
I've had only two tearful ones so 
far. 

“I've answered calls each year 
for three years now and it is a very 
traumatic time. 

“Even students who have done 
weU get very excited and don’t al- 
ways make themselves dear. It's 
a time of great turmoil for them. 


. “I feel Fm helping people get 
what they want and we try to en- 
sure they are being as realistic as 
possible especially if they don't 
get the grades they need. 

. “We sympathise with them 
when the only alternative is to re- 
sit their exams.” 

Huddersfield University has a 
total student body of 15,000, 
about a third of whom are part 
time. 


The best performing schools 


The Independents A-level table features only 
state comprehensive schools. To ensure fair 
comparison, we do not include Independent 
schools or those that select by ability. 

The rankings in the table are based on the av- 
erage points scored by candidates taking two or 
more A-levels, and do not include general stud- 
ies. An A grade earns ten points, a B grade eight 
points, a C grade she points and so on. 

We contacted most of the 200 top state 
schools according to the Government’s 1996 
Arlevel league tables. Our table offers a guide to 
the best performing schools, but should not be 
viewed as definitive. 

Chase High School, Malvern 22.1 

The Catholic High School, Chester 21.2 

Redboume Upper School, Bedfordshire 21.1 

Caereinion High, Powys 20.6 

Northallerton College, NortrtaUerton 20.2 

Richmond School, North Yorks. 19.9 

The Castle School, Thombury 19-9 

Durham Johnston, Durham 19.7 

Anglo-European School, Essex 19.6 

London Oratory 19.6 

Lady Lummy’s School, Pickering 19.0 

Lady Manners, Derbyshire 19.0 

St Mary's RC High School, Derbyshire 18.fi 

King Edward VI School, Lichfield 18.8 

Huntington School, York 18J3 

Turton High, Bolton 18.7 

Fafllbroome High School 18.6 

Alsager School, Cheshire 18 JS 

Tarportey Courtly High School, Cheshire 18.4 

St Nicholas RC High School, North wich 18.3 

Saffron Walden County High, Essex 18.1 

Stokesley School, Stokes! ey 1 8.1 

Upton-by-Chester County High, Chester 1 7.8 

Guise! ey School, Leeds 17.7 

Old Swfnford Hospital, Dudley 17.7 

Wymondham High School, Norfolk 17.7 

llkley Grammar School, Yorkshire 17.6 

Llanidloes High, Powys 17.6 

John Port School, Derbyshire 17.5 

Sandbach High, Cheshire 17.5 

Trinity School, Nottingham 17.5 

Wilmslow High, Cheshire 17.5 

All Hallows Catholic High, Cheshire 17.4 

St Aldan’s and St John Fisher 

Associate Sixth Form, Harrogate 17.3 

Tapton School, Sheffield 1 7.2 

Holmes Chapel, Cheshire 1 6.4 

The Becket School, Nottinghamshire 16.4 

Allerton High School, Leeds 16.3 

Churchill Community School, Bristol 16.3 

The Minster School, Nottinghamshire 16.3 

Ysgol Y Presell, Pembrokeshire 1 6.2 

Droltwich High, Hereford and Worcester 1 5.9 

Pershore High, Hereford and Worcester 15.9 

Rivington and BJacfcnxf School, Bolton 15.9 

Parrs Wood School, Manchester 1 5.8 

The Lakes School, Windermere 1 5.7 

Notre Dame School, Sheffield 15.7 

Wotfreton School, Hull 15.5 

Onmsldrk Grammar, Ormskirk 15.2 

Prince Henry's High, Evesham 15.2 
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Did Eve make footprints in 
the sand llTjOOO years ago? 


Washington (Reuters) — A set 
of 1 1 7, (JOO-y ear-old footprints 
found in South Africa is possi- 
ble evidence of a woman who 
could be the common ancestor 
of all modern humans, the fos- 
sils’ discoverers said yesterday. 

Made by bare feel in wet sand 
after a rainstorm, the prints 
are an important clue to a pe- 
riod with a scarce fossil record: 
100,000 to 300,000 years ago, 
when modern humans emerged. 

“These were made by a per- 
son who looked anatomically 
just like us,” said Lee Berger, a 


palaeoanthropologist who an- 
nounced the discovery at a news 
conference at the National Ge- 
ographic Society in Washington, 
where a fibreglass cast of the 
footprints was displayed. 

Mr Berger and David 
Roberts, a South African geol- 
ogist who found the fossils 
nearly two years ago, referred 
to the person who made the 
prints as “she”, based on the 
small size of the feet, but ac- 
knowledged that it could have 
been a small man or a child. 

If the prints were made by a 
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female, she could be the an- 
thropological “Eve”, a hypo- 
thetical woman who lived in 
Africa between 100,000 and 
300,000 years ago and carried 
a type of DNA that is passed on 
only through females. 

Eve is thought to be the 
common ancestor of modem 
human, and while Mr Berger 
said it was highly questionable 
that the prints were hers, he also 
said they were made at the right 
time and place to fit her premie. 

Mr Roberts, o f the S outh 
African Council for Geostience, 
found the footprints in the rocky 
shore of the Langsbaan Lagoon, 
60 miles (97km) north of Cape 
Town. The chances of them 
surviving to this day were “mil- 
lions to one”, he said. Ta last this 
long, the footprints had to be 
quickly covered after being 


then buried for a long time to 
be preserved in rock, then erod- 
ed to the point where hardened 
sediment from the ancient 
dunes could be chipped away to 
reveal them again. 

What he first saw was a ridge 


in the rock i 
showed where the ancient sand 
bad been pushed aside by the side 
of the woman’s foot; the actual 
footprint was filled with sand. . 

Mr Roberts was looking for 
footprints in the area because 
he had already found fossilized 
tracks of carnivores and rock 
fragments that had been 
worked on by hominids. 

Only three Other sets of ho- 
minid footprints have been 
found in Africa, and two of 
these came from more than a 
million years ago, too early for 
modern humans. The third set 
were dated about 30,000 years 
ago, a blink in the course of hu- 
man evolution, Mr Berger said. 

The Langebaan footprints 
were dated by studying the sur- 
rounding sediments and noting 
the fluctuations in sea level in 
the area over time, Mr Roberts 
said. Hie line of footprints 
stretches away from the shore 
into what used to be ancient 
sand dunes which are now 
buried under rock. Mr Berger 
said scientists plan to uncover 
those additional footprints. 



Sands of time: The IPerni footprint fossils found on the 
rocky shore of Langebaan LagocmPhotogaph: Kenneth Garrett 


Bid to move T Y 
9pm watershed 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

nV is battling to stop televi- 
sion’s regulator “sanitising^ 
television by moving the 9pm 
watershed to 10pm. 

The Independent Television 
Commission (TTC) has issued a 
proposed programming code 
which insists that all pro- 
grammes which start at 9pm and 
run until 10pm be “suitable for 

family viewing”. 

JTV is particularly worried 
about the plan because the 
timing of the News at Ten would 
mean it could not start running 
adult p rogramm es until 1030. 

The ITC regulates pro- 
grammes on FTV, Channel 4 and 
c a b le and satellite. The water- 
died prevents nudity, sex or vi- 
olence being Shown before 9pm. 

ITV is also angiy because the 
watershed on cable and satel- 
lite channels is already lower at 
8pm. 

The draft plan also proposes 
that no one should be por- 
trayed smoking in programmes 
unless there is “strong editori- 
al justification for inclusion”. 

“Thken literally that would 


mean we couldn't show 
Casablanca before 9pm be- 
cause Humphrey Bogart 
smokes, for example,” said an 
ITV spokeswoman. 

A new clause would also ban 
the depiction of drug-taking as 
“problem free and glamorous”. 

An ITV source told the in- 


ITC has gone too for. It has a 
sanitised view of life. They are 
Americanising television.” 

The ITC defended the pro- 
posals and said yesterday they 
were intended to generate dis- 
cussion. “We are not saying 
there will never be films or dra- 
mas starting before 9pm which 
resolve with a certain amount 
of violence just before 10pm, 
only that it should not become 
a regular thing,” said a spokes- 
woman. 

However, ITV is draw ing up 


posing the plan. 

The FTC has issued warnings 
to broadcasters in the past for 
starting programmes on the 
9pm watershed with adult 
scenes. Cracker was once 
censured for opening with a 
rape scene. 


We make music 
easier to track down, 
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ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. . 

Draw date: 13 / 8 / 97 . The winning numbers: 5 . ID, 17 , 23 , 41 , 43 . Bonus number: 45 . 
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Ministers 

study cut 
in free 

dentistiy 

on NHS 


Cofin Brown 
and Ian Burrell 

Most people's free dental treat- 
ment on the NHS could be lim- 
ited to check-ups under radical 
plans being studied by ministers. 
The idea is to release funds to 
^ reverse a decline which has left 
. nearly half of the country with- 
out an NHS dentisL 
Ministers are considering re- 
ducing the number of dental 
treatments to those who aren't 
children, poor or elderty.Den- 
tists might then be paid more to 
do the routine work. This.it is 
aigued, would tempt them hack 
into the NHS, so restoring na- 
tional cover. 

The plan goes beyond the 
restoration of free dental checks 
and eye check-ups for pen- 
sioners, reported yesterday. 

Many patterns have no choice 
of an NHS dentist in their area, 
and ministers are studying the 
idea of reversing the exodus 
from the NHS by dentists by fo- 
cusing the money on areas 
where there is a shortage. 

1 Expensive treatment on the 
*' NHS, such as bridge work at 
£600, would no longer be avail- 
able. Ministers have been urged 
by dentists’ leaders to go further 
by focusing on care and treat- 


to move fl 
, waters^ i 
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menl of children, the poor, and 
the restoration of a basic service, 
free of charge, for registration, 
diagnosis, advice and prevention 
for aD adults. Rinding for health 
authorities to tackle local NHS 
dentistry shortages was also 
supported. 

The British Dental Associa- 
tion said it favoured “targeting 
for children and those on low 
income, and all other adults 
should pay full charges for 
everything apart from a simple i 
diagnostic service fi.e. check- i 

upsl". 

The options are part of a fun- 
damental review of health 
spending, and decisions have yet 
to be reached but “targeting” is 
on the agenda. Alan Milburn, 
the health minister, told MPs 
before the recess he would be 
undertaking with Tbssa JoweU, 
the public health minister, “an 
important joint initiative to en- 
sure that access to NHS den- 
tistry is more widely available 
and that our resources better 
improve the oral health of the 
population" 

He has told officials that the 
former Tory government's ef- 
forts to reverse the exodus of 
dentists from the NHS through 
“access" funds have not worked. 
The pressure fix- action was in- 


Paedophile to 
be tagged 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

In the first case of its kind, a con- 
victed paedophile has volun- 
teered to be electronically 
tagged after telling police he 
would attack another child. 

The case is doubly unusual 
because child-rapist Graham 
Seddon, 43, is not serving a sen- 
tence, or on bail or licence and 
so is no longer subject to crim- 
inal justice agencies. 

Seddon served six years of a 
nine-year sentence for the rape 
and sexual assault of a nine- 
year-old girl in Manchester in 
1990. He was arrested earlier 
this year in the Merseyside 
area with a bag containing 
sweets and a colouring book. 

Initially he was sent to a psy- 
chiatric clinic in Huyton, 
Merseyside, but the authorities 
had no power to detain him be- 
cause his condition is deemed 
untreatable. He can likewise opt 
to discontinue the monitoring 
at any time because he is no 
longer under sentence. 

Seddon, from Rochdale, 


Greater Manchester, is already 
under continuous voluntary 
watch in a hostel, and escorted 
whenever he leaves the build- 
ing. The electronic tag will 
monitor his presence at or 
absence from the hostel 

The move was welcomed by 
the People's Flower group of 
Huyton parents angered by 
Seddon’s release from the clinic 
into the community. 

But there were also doubts 
about the experiment. Harry 
Fletcher, assistant general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation of Probation Officers, 
said: “The case sets a worrying 
precedent because it involves 
someone accepting a punish- 
ment without due process. It is 
also difficult to see how this is 
going to significantly improve 
the protection of children be- 
yond what is already in place.” 

George Barrow, for the As- 
sociation of Chief Officers of 
Probation, said that it was the 
right action in the circum- 
stances but the case highlight- 
ed the need for statutory 
extended supervision. 
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tensified by figures passed to Vic 
Independent showing millions 
ofpeople have been struck off 
official registers after failing to 
turn up at surgeries because, it 
is feared, the cost of dental care 
has driven large sections of the 


population away from demists. 

Currently, dental patients 
have to pay around £4 for an ini- 
tial consultancy, whereas it 
costs nothing for a basic ap- 
pointment with a doctor. Den- 
tal patients have to pay 


approximately SO per cent of the 
cost of any subsequent treat- 
ment they receive up to the val- 
ue of £330. 

When the Conservatives 
came to power in 1979, dental 
patients were only obliged to 




pay for treatment which cost up 
to £5 and check-ups were free. 

The NHS has already re- 
duced the scope of NHS raver 
from natural-looking porcelain 
crowns costing at least £150 
each. NHS patients have to 


settle for metal crowns. 

Under legislation introduced 
by the former Tbiy govern- 
ment, people who fail to visit 
their dentist within a 15-month 
period are automatically delet- 
ed from the register. 


Open wide: Many people 
brave the dentist’s chair 
but In some parts of the 
country two- thirds of 
population do not go 
Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Figures obtained by Harry 
Barnes, the Labour MP. show 
that 4.1 million people lapsed 
from the register last year. 

Although others will have re- 
registered, the proportion of the 
population using a dentist is in 
steady free fall and only 21 mil- 
lion adults, 52 per cent of the 
population, are now registered. 

The age group which is most 
readily abandoning dental care 
is the 25 to 34-year-old brack- 
et, among whom there has been 
a 16 per cent fall in dental reg- 
istrations in the past three 
years. 

More alarmingly, figures 
produced by the Government’s 
Dental Practice Board show 
that in some parts of the coun- 
try, more titan two thirds 
of children do not visit the 
dentist. 

There are also areas where 
two thirds of the adult popula- 
tion do not see a dentist. The 
only section of the population 
among which dental registration 
is not declining is the over-75 
age group, which normally does 
not pay for treatment. 







Group wins Eurovision Song Contest 


v. v ; •. 

' - • •• 

v *3£:A a 

:r ;% ~ 


With over 20 years experience and ^reputation 
for delivering a consistent, professionaliB^i^ce, 
it’s hardly surprising that the NEC has b^rifte- 
one of the World’s busiest venues and a major 
international destination. 
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WHEN YOUR CAR LETS YOU DOWN 

Green Flag won’t. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutes."* And if 
we're not with you in less than one hour, 
you can claim £10 back.' . 


call free today on 

0800 001 353 

quota rtf. no. iN7H07«rai your cratU/jfeHi sard number. 

Green Flag m 

Motoring Assistance 

WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANOING BUT Y.0U 
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The Naes trv to swing it 


In Scotland: 
Borders fret 
on devolution 


Stephen Goodwin 

When the Scottish referendum 
results start flashing up on the 
electronic scoreboard at Edin- 
burgh's International Confer- 
ence Centre in the early hours 
of 1 2 September, home rule 
campaigners will be keeping an 
anxious look-out for the vote in 
the Borders. 

The robustly independent- 
minded folk who inhabit the his- 
toric market towns and rolling 
countryside drained by the Riv- 
er TWeed are the most devo- 
sceptic of all Scots. As one 
so-called “Souter o’ Selkirk” put 
it to The Independent, an Edin- 
burgh parliament would be just 
another 129 politicians “bleth- 
ering a lot o' bloody hash ”. 

The Borderer’s first loyalty is 
to his or her burgh -witness the 
passions of Borders rugby and 
the ancient custom of Common 
Ridings, a ceremonial inspec- 
tion of the burgh boundaries. 
After that, loyalty is to the re- 
gion itself, often with closer ties 
to neighbours in Northumber- 
land than in the central belt As 
to business, right back to the cat- 
tle-thieving “reivers” it was al- 
ways a cross-border affair. 

In the 1979 referendum the 
Borders had the highest “No” 
vote in Scotland - 59.7 per 
cent (30,780). In Scotland as a 
whole, 51.6 per cent voted 
“Yes", though the simple 
majority was insufficient to 
meet the required threshold. 

The Borderers were afraid a 
parliament would be dominat- 
ed by the monolithic municipal 
socialists of the central belL 
Much is being made fay minis- 
ters and pro-devolution parties 
of the theory that the switch to 
proportional representation 
should prevent one-party rule. 
But ask the people of Selkirk or 
Hawick if they are reassured 
and they look at you quizzical- 
ly and say - “Aye, I'm not sure 
about that.” It is the uncon- 
vinced equivalent of “I hear 
what you say". 

Opinion polls show the 
Bordets likely to vote “Yes” by 
a modest majority, but John 
Smaile. editor of the Southern 
Reporter , thinks interest is low 


and the outcome still “too close 
to call”. The threatened ban on 
fox bunting has generated far 
more letters to his paper than 
devolution. 

The two parliamentary con- 
stituencies of the Scottish Bor- 
ders Council return Liberal 
Democrat MPs, though more 
oat of an anti-Fstah ti&hment tra- 
dition than an abiding belief in 
Paddy Ashdown's policies. And 
until recently nearly ah Borders 
councillors sat as Independents. 

Michael Moore, who has 
succeeded David (now Lord) 
Steel as MP for Tweeddale, 
Ettrick and Lauderdale, plans 
a campaign of general election- 
style intensity in the fortnight 
before the poll to try and 
mobilise the party’s supporters 
but he admits there is “politics 
fatigue” even among local 
activists. 

Mr Moore too would not 
have supported devolution in 
1979 because of the risk of 
domination by the central belt. 
Another negative factor that 
weighed heavily at the time 
was the intervention on the 
“No” side of the most influen- 
tial Border laird, the former 
Conservative Prime Minister 
Lord Home. 

Even so, on the street in 
Selkirk opinion seemed to con- 
firm Mr Moore's view that 
there is still all to play for. 
Among those who expressed 
support it was usually an “on 
balance" or “I think its going to 
happen this time” sort of thing 
tamer than gushing enthusiasm. 

Opponents were more forth- 
right. John Nairn, whose butch- 
er’s shop boasts “Award 
Winning Haggis”, said the par- 
liament would be expensive 
and powerless. “The present 
arrangement has worked for 300 
or 400 years. Why change it?” 

Gordon Stirrat, sales man- 
ager at McNabs saddlery, 
blamed a “vociferous minority” 
for leading Scotland into some- 
thing that the majority, and par- 
ticularly business, did not want. 
“I wear the kilt I support the 
Scottish rugby team, and Tm as 
nationalistic as anybody but we 
don't need an expensive talking 
Shop.” 



In Wales: 
Little England 
holds the key 


Pembrokeshire, traditionally devo-sceptic, must vote ’Yes' for an Assembly to become reality Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Tbny Heath ■ • ■ 

Although the handle “Little 
England beyond Wales" still 
lives on in Pembrokeshire, 
opposition to devolution may 
just be on the wane. Even long- . 
standing opponents detect faint 
signs of change. 

. For the dream of a Welsh 
Assembly to become reality, the 
people of Pembrokeshire will 
have to turn out in numbers on 
18 Septembe r and vote “Yes" in 
the referendum. 

In 1979, the rejection by the 
people of Pembrokeshire was 
decisive when Wales opposed 
devolution by 4 to 1. The 
explanation for that decision 
lies partly in geography. 
Pembrokeshire is to Yales as 
Cornwall is to England: a 
peninsula which is physically 
and psychologically semi- 
detached and somewhat 
independent-minded. 

Ian BelL chairman of the 
Pembrokeshire Hotels and 
Restaurants Association is no 
lover of the Government’s 
proposals. However, he con- 
cedes that views have changed 
since 1979’s four-to-one defeat 
of devolution proposals: “I 
reckon today if s 60-40 against 
an assembly.” 

His hotel stands on a bluff 
overlooking Saundersfoot, a 
tidy resort which received a 
share of the 70,000 tons of oil 
which spewed from the striven 
Sea Empress at Milford Haven 
18 months ago. 

Ibday the beaches have 
recovered from the disaster 
which pushed Pembrokeshire 
into the news and up the 
political agenda. 

Michael Williams, who rep- 
resents Tenby, the area’s pre- 
mier resort on Pembrokeshire 
County Council, believes that 
bodies like the Milford Haven 
Bart Authority which feces pros- 
ecution by the Environment 
Agency over foe accident could 
be reined in by an elected body. 

“Yfeles has become a quan- 
go-state and there's a growing 
desire for non-e]ected bodies 
being made more accountable.” 

Nick Ainger, MP for Pem- 
brokeshire South and Car- 


marthen West senses the de- 
volution tide rising: “A lot has 
changed in 18 years. The 
election campaign down here 
revealed that many who voted 
‘No’ in 1979, are on the move." 

“The f-aiiaghan government 
was exhausted in 1979 after five 
years in office,” Jackie 
Lawrence, MP for PrcsccIIi 
Pembroke points out. “Today 
there is an air of confidence 
following Labour’s victory on 1 
May." 

She said that there must be 
a rhangfl in the current situation 
which sees Wales’ 1,273 elect- 
ed councillors being outnum- 
bered by 1,400 quango 
appointees who are responsible 
for nearly a third of the annu- 
al £7bn Welsh Office budget. 

There is still a tot to play for 
in a county where, thanks to a 
heavily fretted coastline and 
tidal rivers, salt water is never 
more than to miles away. 

Pembrokeshire County 
Council is holding fire until 
next month when it will meet to 
dedde its stance. Bui earlier this 
week, acting in a personal 
capacity, council chair, Peter 
Stock, launched the Pem- 
brokeshire “No” campaign. 

At the launch, two thousand 
balloons were released over 
Haverfordwest, each one 
representing the cost of 10 hip 
replacements which the anu- 
devo Unionists daim could be 
paid for with the fl 17m they say 
the assembly will cost over a 
four-year period. Mr Stock said: 
“We fought hard and success- 
fully for the return of our 
unitary authority only to be 
faced now with a proposal for 
an additional tier of 
government.” 

That is a point of view 
strenuously opposed by his 
colleague. Thomas Tudor who 
chairs the county's "Yes*’ 
campaign. 

The Prime Minister, who 
concentrated on the industrial 
south when he visited Wales last 
month, is expected to cross the 
Severn Bridge again before 18 
September. His English ness 
could give the “Yes" campaign 
a boost in “Little England 
beyond Wales”. 


Blair offers No 10 as 
home for Scottish art 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The Prime Minister Tony Blair wants to 
hang Scottish paintings and portraits of 
Scottish heroes on the walls of Downing 
Sheet as a reminder of his Edinburgh school 
days. 

Mr Blair, who attended the dty’s Fettes 
School, is particularly keen that a portrait 
of his own hero Sir Whiter Scott, the au- 
thor of Ivanhae, is given pride of place at 
No 10, and that there is a greater repre- 
sentation of Scottish an. 

The director of the National Galleries of 
Scotland, Timothy Clifford, has had private 
talks with Mr Blair about Scottish art, and 
increasing the Downing Street coDection. He 
will have to consult his trustees on whether 
paintings can be taken from the walls of the 
Edinbtngb galleries or from the mass of Scol- 
tisbpain Lings currently in storage. 

The Prime Minister has told Mr Gifford 
that he wants a portrait of Scott. But he stip- 
ulated that he did not want a portrait of the 
poet Robbie Bums. He did not give any rea- 
son for excluding Burns from his wish list, 
but as an avid nationalist with an insatiable 
taste for drink and women, he is not nat- 
ural new Labour material. 

Mr Clifford is in overall charge of the 
National Gallery, Portrait Gallery and 


Modern Art Museum. An exhibition of the 
18th-century portrait painter Henry Rae- 
burn is packing in crowds at the Edinburgh 
Festival but there is likely to be opposition 
from National Gallery trustees to a Rae- 
burn leaving the public collections to go 
south. 

Mr Blair's interest in Scottish culture is 
exciting reciprocal interest in the Scottish 
capital. At the Royal Museum, Sheila 
Brock, campaign officer, said yesterday she 
would be happy to supply objects from Scot- 
tish history for 10 Downing Street and would 
be talking to Mr Blair. 

Mr Gifford said that to have a prime min- 
ister, chancellor and foreign secretary with 
an interest in Scottish culture was unique 
in his experience. 

Mr Clifford is himself promoting plans 
for a gallery devoted to Scottish art in 
Glasgow. The £31m project could open 
within five years and contain a thousand 
paintings by Scottish artists. 

At present the National Gallery in 
Edinburgh has only seven Scottish paintings 
on display in its permanent collection. “It’s 
tokenism really,” said Mr Clifford. 

“Wfe have seven-eighths of our collection 
in store and one has to show the Titians and 
Cezannes. and the Scottish artists lose out. 
There is a massive need for a gallery devoted 
to Scottish art.” 



Colourists please, but 
not kilts or claymores 


Grant's portrait of Sir Walter Scott could end up In No 10 Courtesy: Bridgeman 


The news that Tbny Blair wants Scottish 
art for the walls of Downing Street is 
cheering. It may help fan interest in one 
of Europe’s lesser known traditions. It is 
not, however, as unexpected as it may 
seem. One of the Prime Minister’s clos- 
est friends, Derry Inane, foe Lord Chan- 
cellor, is a keen collector of Scottish 
painting, while another Cabinet minister, 
DonaidDewar, is hugely knowledgeable 
on the subject 

It would be a pity, however, if all that 
happened was the despatch to London 
of a few varnished yards of uneasy-look- 
ing men in fake Highland gear, courtesy 
of one of the Victorians. There are much 
more interesting filing s to borrow. 

If Mr Dewar or Lord Irvine are 
consulted, Blair will end up with a few 
Scottish colourists - those fluid post- 
impressionists whose dazzling land- 
scapes brought full colour to Scotland in 
the Twenties and Thirties. He will have 
seen some on Lord Irvine’s walls. He 
should ask for a Peploe, a Cadell or a 
Leslie Hunter, whose best work is much 
better than most of the stuff in No 10. 

An alternative is to go for one of the 
earlier giants of Scottish art, such as 
Allan Ramsay or Raeburn. Both are very 
fine, and deserve to hang alongside 
Gainsborough or Reynolds. Bat they are 


hardly in tune with Blair's promise of a 
“young country”’. 

So should he. perhaps, come bang up 
to date and go for the young figurative 
painters from Glasgow, or the sculptors? 
The trouble there is that they are ... well, 
not quite suitable. Peter Howson is best 
known for his paintings of fat. tattooed 
and sweating maniacs being pulled along 
ty pit-bull terriers. They are undeniably 
vivid accounts of contemporary life - but 
not, perhaps, quite the image Blair wants 
to convey. As for Ken Cume, the best ol 
foe lot, he is Oct us lower our voices) a 
'militant socialist- He paints sadists, 
secret policemen, and tormented -looking 
souls. There are heroes in his work, but 
they look worrying like Communists. 
Again, not quite foe thing for a cham- 
pagne reception. 

Then there are people such as Andy 
Goldsworthy, foe sculptor who now lives 
in south-west Scotland. The trouble is, 
he works in ice, mud, leaves, sticks and 
stones. A lot of puddles, one fears, on 
the nice Persian carpets. 

So it’s a tricky job. perhaps, that the 
galleries in Scotland now have. Who 
shall they send to the court of King 
Tbny? There' should be only one rule: no 
kilts, stags or claymores. 

Andrew Marr 


Defence orders overshoot as war is declared on waste 


C hri s to pher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The cost of all but one of 
Britain's 25 biggest defence 
projects went up last year and 
only five of them are expected 
to i>e on time, according to a 
report issued yesterday. 

The National Audit Office re- 
port says that foe average de- 
lay on major projects, worth 
£ 33 bn in total has increased 
from 35 to 40 months; the Chal- 
lenger 2 tank project slipped by 
a further two years and is now 
three years late, although uot 
significantly over price. The 
EH 101 Merlin helicopter pro- 
ject is expected to cost £650m 
more than originally envisaged 
-“in part due lo crashes of pro- 
totype aircraft” - and is ex- 
pected in service five years late. 

Just two weeks ago George 
Robertson, the Secretary of 


State for Defence, committed 
himself to foe elimination of 
waste as part of the Strategic 
Defence Review. He focused on 
the procurement of defence 
equipment which takes about 
£9bn a year out of foe £23bn-a 
-year defence budget 


In evidence to foe House of 
Commons Select Committee on 
Defence, Mr Robertson an- 
nounced a drive for “smart 
procurement”, using new con- 
tractual procedures to get foe 
best value for money and mak- 
ing more use of commercial 


products. In some cases, the 
NAO found new methods had al- 
ready worked - especially the “no 
acceptable price, no contract” 
arrangement which had knocked 
£16ftn off the price of the Navy's 
two new commando assault ships 
from £589 m to £429m_ 


However, most of foe report’s 
findings are a sharp reminder to 
the MoD to get its act together. 
The NAO, headed by Sir Alan 
Bourn, foe Comptroller and 
Auditor General notes that al- 
though foe ministry filled in foe 
sheets it was given correctly, its 


infonnatkm on running costs for 
older equipment was “weak or 
incomplete in three out of five 
cases where a slippage of two or 
more years bad occurred. This 
could adversely affect their 
their ability to judge budgetary 
priorities accurately.” 


The only major project where 
estimated costs decreased is 
also foe hugest - Trident nu- 
clear submarines, where a re- 
duction of £3.4bn is forecast 
This helped absorb a net fore- 
cast increase on foe other 24 
project^ giving a drop of £694m 



Worst five cost overruns. 

Eurofighter 2000 multi -role aircraft 
(pictured left}. Built by British Aerospace in 
collaboration with German, Italian and 
Spanish firms. Total cost of 232, £15bn. 
Estimated cost increase: £1 ,360m. 
Estimated in service: 40 months late. 

EH 101 Merlin helicopter (pictured right; 
Photograph: APL) (Navy) and support 
helicopter (Army /Marines). GKN/Westiand. 
Total cost of 66 helicopters: £5bn. 
Estimated cost increase: £650m, estimated 
in service: 64 months late. 


Spearfish heavyweight torpedo. GEC- 
Marconi. Total cost - number classified - 
£1.7bn. Estimated cost increase: £200m. 
Estimated in service: 80 months late. 

Tornado GR1 mid-dfe update 
modifications. British Aerospace. Total cost 
of 142 aircraft £934m. Estimated cost 
increase £400m. Estimated in service: 64 
months late. 

Extra Sea Harriers (to replace lost aircraft). 
British Aerospace. Total cost of 23, £293m. 
Estimated cost Increase: £100m. Estimated 
in service: on time. 



(2 per cent) overall. Another bin 
project, foe Eurofighter 2000 
aircraft shows a net Increase of 
£13bu, and foe remaining 23 
projects about foe same. 

The MoD said a quarter of 
foe slippages were deliberate, in 
order to balance their books by 
delaying expenditure, and not 
because of delay on the part of 
manufacturers, which the audit 
office recognised. 

The report also accepted 
that foe MoD had agreed a re- 
covery plan with Vickers, foe 
tank builders, to try to gel the 
project back on schedule. With 
international projects - the 
four-nation Eurofighter and 
foe C obra radar system - the 
problems of dealing with other 
countries (Germany, in both 
cases) delayed the expected in- 
service date. 
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in the last year. BBC programmes and services have helped over 40 million people with 
their education. From children and teachers in over 90% of the country's schools, to our 
older (and subsequently wiser) viewers. 

For instance, the BBC has created two new campaigns especially for adults. ‘Computers 
Don t Bite , a computer literacy programme and 'Count Me In', a service for people with 
numeracy diff iculties which attracted 200.000 calls for help. (51 year old Mr. Gibb.ns’s, below, 
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You make rt what it is. 


being one of them.) ‘The Learning Zone’ meanwhile, is designed for viewers who want to 
record programmes during the night, then watch them at a convenient time. 

It’s thanks to you. the British public, and the unique way you fund it, that the BBC can 
continue to invest in such a diverse range of programmes and services. 

You can find out more about how your money is being spent in the BBC Annual Report 
available at bookshops and libraries. See, we even encourage you to do your homework. 
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BBC education programmes now reach more people after school. 

IN ONE CASE, 35 YEARS AFTER SCHOOL. 
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Carolina 42ins Celling Fan 

Wood grain effect blades wttti cane inset. 

Max 3x60 watt bulbs — 

(No* Inckjdod.) 

Was £34.90 W M W- 


KEY 

season 

PRICE 


JANET COOK 
Sales Assistant 
B&Q ARNOLD 



Woodstain 



Soccer 30ms 
Celling Fan 
With toafbcttl globe light kit available In 
red/white, blue/white and block/whlte. 
Maximum 60 watt bub 
oltockjcted.) 


«Mns Oscillating 
Desk Fan D9F 
2 speed 

Was £12.79 


Cuprinol 5 Year High 
Performance was 22149 
Woodstain AdA 4 

Available in V 

5 Colours. 2.5 litres, mm 

AA-" 

Also available 750ml. Was £8.99 LO « 






Roof Felt 
8m x ImrolL 

£ 6 " 




Also available 750ml. Was £8.99 


Smdtex 
Textured or 
Smooth Masonry 
Paint 

Pure Bril Bant White. 
Guaranteed for 
15 years. 5 Hires. 



Dulux v 

WeaftierstiiekJ 
Textured or 
Smooth 
Masonry Paint 
Pure Brilliant White. 
Guaranteed for 
10 years. 5 litres. 

£102! 




Dulu* 

^ATHERStnE 11 
ISr Masonry 




Rrmafix Fett 
Adhesive 
Adhesive for 
roofing felt. 
Btack.5 Hires. 

£ 6 ” 



See taxi hear 
who’s caffng 
at your door 


Home Surveillance TV Camera 
includes camera, connection system 
with built-in microphone, connecting 
directly to your TV or video, 

20m cable, - _ _ 

TOO" 



QuatcastH 
Hedge Master 421* 

360 wat ts, 42cm cutttngM 
■■■Dual action steel btodes. 


Wds £99 

Also Available 
Gainsborough Style 
400X Electric Shower 
8.5kW. (No< shown.) 


£99 




Ronseal 
5 Year 
Wood s tain 
Available In 
various coiouis. 
Gloss or satin 
finish. 2.5 litre 

£ 18 * 



Also available 
750ml. k. 



wriencta 
Waficoverings 
by Vyrnura 
Avaitabte in various 
designs and cotourways. 

,0m ' / C.49 


Co-ordtnattng 
Borders 5m 


£5 

£3 


Block & Decker 
HedgehfmnnrbiMTv 

380 watts, 51 cm blade 
length, Z5kg, improved 
safety wcth two 
handed switch 
and 12m cable. 



£69 


Bkrck & Decker 
Angle Grinder KQ65 

650watte, U.OOOrpm, 
1 1.5mm disk size 
arid adjustable j 

safety guard. J 


£39 


Dado Rail 
White primed MDF 

18mm x 

44mm x 

HA 


Abo available In 
pack Of 4. (Nof shown.) 


£ 94 ? 


Whfflpool 
Fan Pack 

Pack Includes i 
fan oven BSO 
801. standard 
hood BCH 830 : 
and gas hob 
BGH823. 
Avaitabte in 
white or brown. 
Was £299.97 


£259 
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Jeff Bonks 
•Ports ofCair 
Ceramic WUITBes 

Available in various 
colours and destais t 
coordinate with Jeff 
Banks wallcoverings. 
Inset: 15 x15cm, 

Bax of 6. 

Border: 15x 75cm. 
Bax of 6. 

Plain. .15 x 15cm. 

Box of 18. (NorthownJ 




270 watts, 23cm 
cutting width, manual 
fine feed and 6m cable. 
Wds £22.99. 
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EARN TESCO 
CLUBCARD POINTS 
AT B&Q 

Aunawla'Mk*. 

DBM BO) apply fel Ufi WM«B« orlKI D*f»b. 


OPENING HOURS 


Mad omc tomtom 
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ca 

brighten up your 
garden and 
protect your 
wood with 
Jib woodstain.” 


Indonesia 


currency 

collapse 


Ri cha rd Lloyd Barry 

Indonesia yesterday succumbed 
to the attacks of speculators and 
allowed its currency, the rupi- 
ah, to devalue on the foreign ex- 
change markets, the third such 
victim of the financial turmoil 
which has shaken Sooth-East 
Asian economies in the last six 
weeks. 

The dollar rose by 130 rupi- 
ah on the previous day to dose 
at an all-time high of 2,780 
rupiah yesterday, after die In- 
donesian central bank aban- 
doned attempts to defend the 
value of its currency. “Theo- 
ifs a free float," said 


fending its currency exceeded 
the cost of letting it to slide. 

T.a<gt month the Thai baht and 
the Filipino peso were both de- 
valued in a regional crisis which 
has drastically undermined con- 
fidence in the vaunted u tiger 
economies” of South-East Asia. 
At a regional meeting in 
Malaysia last month, ministers 
angrily blamed the currency tur- 
moil on the billionaire specula- 
tor George Soros, whose 
Quantum Fund also played a key 
role in the ERM sterling crisis. 

Mr Soros supports a chari- 
table foundation campaigning 
for democracy in Burma, ana 
the Malaysian prime minister. 
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bank's governor. 

“You can also call it a man- 
aged float without a band." 

The situation is similar to the 
sterling crisis which forced 
Britain to drop out of the Eu- 
ropean exchange rate mecha- 
nism (ERM) in 1992. The 
rupiah has hitherto traded in a 
narrow band, announced in ad- 
vance by the central bank in or- 
der to promote stability in the 
financial markets. . 

On Wednesday, Bank In- 
donesia is believed to have sold 
between $20(hn (£126m) and 
$5 00m in an attempt to beat off 
the depredations of currency 
speculators who were trading on 
the hunch that the rupiah's stat- 
ed level is not supported by the 
fundamental strength of the 
country’s economy. Yesterday, 
like Britain in 1992, the bank 
concluded that the price of de- 


ft rm of deliberately undermm 
ing the region's governments be- 
cause of the Burmese junta's 
admission to the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations. 

But to most economists, the 
activities of Mr Soros and oth- 
ers look more hke a natural re- 
sponse to weak economic 
fundamentals. Thailand, long a 
buoyant economy, has been 
suffering from sluggish growth, 
a swelling trade deficit and 
negative equity; at a meeting in 
Tbkyo this week, Asian gov- 
ernments and the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund came up 
with Slflbn to bail the country 
out. Indonesia's economy has 
been relatively healthy, but the 
recent devaluation and the in- 
crease in the cost of the dollar 
will increase the repayment 
costs of Indonesia's $55.5bn of 
foreign debts. 


ID Italians held 
by Yemen tribes 


Rome (Reuters) — Ten Italians, 
including a nine-year-old boy, 
have been abducted in two in- 
cidents in Yemen, the Italian 
Foreign Ministry said. 

A ministry official said a first 
group of six people was kid- 
napped in the south of the 
country od Wednesday while on 
their way to A1 Mukallaa on the 
Gulf of Aden coast They had 
been taken to the interior of 
Yemen. “We have spoken to 
one of them and they are well, 
they are being treated well,” the 
official said. 

Hie group consisted of one 
family with a nine-year-old son 
and another with a daughter 
whose age was not yet known. 

Earlier reports from the cap- 
ital Sanaa had said five or six 
European tourists, either Ger- 
mans or Italians, had also been 
kidnapped by tribesmen while 
on a tour in the Abyan gover- 
nate and taken to Shabwa in 
central Yemen. 

The ministry official in Rome 
said four more Italians were kid- 
napped near Khaxnir, some 60 
mBes north of Sanaa, yesterday 
morning, but he had no further 
details. 

The incident was the third in- 


volving Italians in recent weeks 
in Yemen, one of the Arab 
world's poorest countries. 

An Italian kidnapped by 
tribesmen earlier in August 
was released last Sunday after 
five days. Two others were ab- 
ducted in late July and freed af- 
ter one day. 

In March, four German 
holidaymakers were kidnapped. 
Earlier that month, seven 
Germans touring the country 
on motorcycles were also ab- 
ducted. 

Kidnapping is a common 
tactic by Yemeni tribes holding 
grievances against the govern- 
ment or foreign oil firms oper- 
ating in Yemen. Tribesmen have 
attempted to use hostages - wbo 
have included French and US 
diplomats and on one occasion 
the Saudi ambassador - as bar- 
gaining chips in land and water 
disputes. 

All hostages have been re- 
leased unharmed so far. Gior- 
gio Bo nano mi, the 49-year-old 
Italian wbo was released last 
Sunday, said he was never 
afraid and bad been treated 
throughout very well, adding 
that it was an enjoyable cultur- 
al experience. 


significant shorts 


Timothy McVeigh refuses 
to plead for his life 

Timothy McVfeigh was formally sentenced to death for the 
Oklahoma Q'ty bombing after he quoted a former 
Supreme Court judge who said government “teaches the 


wiretapping case. “Our government is the hope, the 
omnipotent teacher. For good or for ill. it teaches the 
people by its example. That’s all I have, Your Honour." 
Except for the reference to government setting a bad 
example by killing someone, he did not plead for his life. 

AP - Denver 

Freedom, 52 years too late 

Nine Indonesian tribesman have come down from a 
mountain in Sulawesi and said they believed the Dutch 
still ruled the country. On Sunday Indonesia celebrates 
its 52nd anniversary of independence . Reuters - Jakarta 

Vietnam parties on 

Vietnam's Communist Party said membership was 
booming and reported figures showing 47,000 people had 
joined during the first half of this year. Reuters - Hanoi 

Ranks for the memory 

Sausage enthusiasts can make a pilgrimage to the home 
village of Johann Georg Lahner, the butcher who cooked 

Gasseldorf. Bavaria, has 
m^ked ha 225th bmhday with a plaque recounting the 
history of the botdog. 4 AP-rtlnWurt 
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Haves: Offspring of the party elite at a special creche 


If you are going to have your 
hotel room broken into and 
your belongings thoroughly 
searched, it is generally 
advisable to have professionals 
on the job. 

North Korea, which is not 
famous for international 
expertise in many things, must, 
however, be a contender in the 
search, surveillance and 
bugging stakes. 

I can vouch for its expertise. 
Within hours of arriving in the 
North Korean capital. 
Pyongyang, and being whisked 
out to see a display of 
acrobatics, a performance art 
curiously beloved by all 
Communist regimes, my 
belongings back at the hotel 
had been searched. I only 
know this because I happened 
to be carrying some packs of 
small cigars. 

The seal on each pack was 
neatly slit open. Nothing was 
stolen from the baggage and 
everything, including the cigars, 
was carefully replaced . 

Following a trip out of town 


there must have been another 
search, as 1 returned to find my 
shortwave radio unable lo pick 
up the BBC World Service. 
Presumably the paranoid peo- 
ple who run North Korea sus- 
pected the Sony Corporation of 
Japan had equipped me with a 
radio receiver which also acted 
as a transmitter. Alas, this is not 
so, but the search for evidence 
clearly involved changing the 
radio's various settings and 
pushing a small switch which 
distorts the sound. 

1 conservatively estimate that 

1, and a colleague from New 
Zealand. were under 
surveillance for at least 95 per 
cent of the time we were in the 
Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea. 

We had two minders and a 
driver (the'minders also have to 
mind each other). Our 
telephones and rooms were 
bugged and it was clear our 
every move was shadowed. 

The forces of coincidence are 
inadequate to explain how it was 
that one of the minders would 


Photograph: Stephen Vines 

always appear just as we were 
finishing a meal, or happen to 
be in the hotel lobby every 
time we attempted lo leave. A 
journalist’s visa was out of the 
question for visiting North Ko- 
rea, so wc came as tourists. It 
probably took the minders a day 
and a half to work out that we 
were journalists. 

That was when the ques- 
tions about the kind of work 
we did started to flow thick 
and fast. 

It might be thought that the 
breaking of our cover would 
rapidly lead to expulsion but. 
strangely, this is not how things 
are done in North Korea. 
Instead of expulsion you get 
involved in an elaborate, some- 
times uncomfortable game with 
your minders. You ask lo see 
this and that and they find a 
thousand and one' barmy 
excuses why this cannot be 
done. 

For example, we were in 
Kaesong, near the border with 
South Korea. The previous day 
an aid official told us about 


inside north korea 

From 
famine 
to smiling 
faces: the 
twisted 
reality 
the party 
minders _ 

Hi 

make sure § 
you see f 

ed 

Stephen Vines in Pyongyang ", 



Have-nots: North Korean children at an orphanage in Huichon Photograph: Reuters 


visiting an orphanage in the city 
where the children were in 
pretty bleak condition. 

Could we visit the orphan- 
age? The first response was that 
it was difficult because it was not 
on the itinerary, which includ- 
ed visits to various historical 
sites. We admitted to being 
historically ignorant and wish- 
ing to remain so. The minders 
mulled this over and took us to 
a hotel where the bead of se- 
curity for the area happened to 
be in the lobby. 


He told us the situation in 
Kaesong was tense and ex- 
plained how difficult it would be 
to allow deviations from fixed 
itineraries. We persisted. Phone 
calls were made. Finally there 
was an answer. 

We were told that, given the 
co-operative nature of Korean 
society, there were very few 
orphans and therefore hardly 
any to see. 

This was a lie. How about 
going back to Pyongyang and 
visiting a creche? they said. It 


seemed better than viewing 
some bells once rung by the 
wicked, decadent monarchs 
who once ruled Korea. 

The criJche turned out to be 
a haven for the children of the 
party elite. It was devoid of the 
privations commonplace in a 
land ravished by famine and 
shortages of every kind. 

Typically, the Koreans want- 
ed to show us how well they 
were doing. Inadvertently they 
had given us a peek at the way 
the £lite is living while the rest 
of the nation makes do on 
practically nothing. 

The pride of the regime, and 
its unwillingness to admit the 
scale of the disaster it is inflicting 
on its people, leads it to invest 
in the most ludicrous schemes 
to erect an edifice of well-being. 

That is why, for example, 
there are magnificent highways 
leading out of the capital to the 
southern border and up north 
to the centre of the country, 
where a massive shrine to the 
Great Leader. Kim H Sung, and 
the Dear Leader, Kim Jong H 


pierces the tranquil countiyade. 

There is practically no traf- 
fic on these roads. The fuel 
shortage alone explains why 
this is so. 

Yet the road going south 
even has a deserted highway 
restaurant built as a bridge 
spanning the road below. 

Goodness only knows what 
kind of food could be obtained 
there. We made do with a cup 
of indifferent tea and a bottle 
of water. 

The tricky times come when 
you try to take photographs. On 
the.one occasion when we were 
able to spend any time alone 
walking the streets of the 
capital, we found ourselves 
being shadowed by two 
unfriendly looking men who did 
little to disguise their interest in 
our activities and seemed always 
to be going in the same 
direction as ourselves. 

After this incident there was 
a stand-off with the mradeis. 
who demanded we hand over 
film shot by my colleague. 

The reason given was that in 


taking a picture of a matron in 
a maternity hospital, she might 
have cut on the head of either 
the Great or Dear Leader, who 
were depicted in a mural in Lhe 
background. 

Nothing was said about the 
street scenes we bad been pho- 
tographing. I am still not quite 
sure how we got out of this one, 
although it took about 12 hours 
to do so. 

In the end one of the minders 
said: “You must promise not io 
publish this picture." 

It was the nearest they came 
to mentioning that we were 
reporters. We politely ignored 
the implication of this remark 
and no more was said. 

Despite the Orwellian tinge 
of the country, the people, 
including the minders, were 
remarkably friendly and, in a 
Korean sort of way, remarkably 
helpful. 

It is tantalising to imagine 
how they would fare under 
another kind of system, 

■ This is the last of a three-part 
series 



MAJOR SERVICE 






FREE MOT 


FREE MOT I WITH A MAJOR 


WORTH £29 WITH 
A MAJOR SERVICE 


‘M’ reg. due for MOT this year 
Diesels and Cats welcome 
Free re-test if necessary 
MOT can be taken at any time 
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FREE VALVE 
AND BALANCE 

WHEN YOU BUY 2 OR MORE TYRES 
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New.: , 

Steel Radials— j __ 

from only £ 14 -99 (13 s * t? ) 175/70 x 13 TR J £26.99 


xl4 HR 

£29.99 

x 14 HR 

£39.99 
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BRAKES 
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FREE BRAKE 


CHECK 

NOW AVAILABLE 



BUY NOW PAY LATER 


* The price we quote is the price 
you pay - no hidden extras. 

£ All work carried out by fully 
qualified technicians. 

* All parts and workmanship 
guaranteed for 12000 miles or 
12 months, whichever comes first. 
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x 14 HR £54.99 


155/70 x 13 TO j £38.99 . 


175/70 x 13 7R £44.99 175/65x14 TO £57.99 
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ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


Oflers subject to availabS^ Opening limes and d^ rr^ va^ Haffixds resene the to 
services offered. Haflbrds Ltd, fctaieW Soert Drive. WfesMxri West, ftedtfitch, Vtocs. B98 ODE. 


GARAGE SERVICING 


WE’RE 



1 ABOUT CARS 


PAY NOTHING 
FOR 4 MONTHS 


WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £100 

PLUS 

EXTENDED CREDIT ALSO AVAILABLE 
APR 34.9% (VARIABLE)** 

Spend over £100 then at the end of the 4 months 
you can open a Running Account Credit Facility, 

HOW TO FIND US 

Just phone 0345 361361 for details 
of your nearest Halfords Garage 

flhis does not affect your statutory rights, ftiiate whictes only ^Normal price £29.42. **Wrrfei 
quotations avaflable on request abject to status. Onfy aeilabte id persons over IS years of a^. 
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Professor Carel Weight 


. THE INDEPENDENT 


During Carel Weight's tenure as 
Professor of Pam ting at the 
Royal College of Art he re- 
ceived an unexpected letter 
from the Queen a s kin g him to 


tag overnight at Windsor Cas- 
tle. Noting the invitation was 
dated 1 April Weight assumed 
it to be an April Fool, 'typical- 
ly, he did nothing about it for 
a winfe but nevertheless worried 
quietly until he eventually dis- 
covered that the summons was 
absolutely genuine. 

The incident reflects some of 
the ambiguity of Weight’s 
position and his ambivalence 
about his owq value. On the one 
hand Weight’s career as a 
painter is an astonishing success 
story in which he carved an in- 
dependent and highly individ- 
ual reputation whilst finding a 
market for his work that re- 
mained un diminished from his 
first exhibition at the Cooling 
Gallery in 1933 to the present 
day. Alongside this, he held for 
16 years one of the most pres- 
tigious teaching jobs in Britain, 
spanning a period when the 
RCAs reputation was at its 
zenith. 

Yet at the same time Weight 
rarely received serious critical 
attention and was, to a great ex- 
tent overshadowed - in pub- 
licity terms at least - by the 
golden generation of students 
whom he taught and whose 
work often seems to bear almost 
no relationship to the values he 
held dear. 

Weight’s be ginning s were in- 
auspicious. He was bom in 
London in 1908, in Paddington. 
His father was a bank derk and 
his part-German mother a chi- 
ropodist and manicurist with a 
high-sod ety clientele and pre- 
tensions of her own. (Known to 
his family by his first name, Vic- 
tor, Weight owed “Card” to ooe 
of his mother’s Dutch clients 
who told her, “F1I make it 
worth the child’s while when he 
grows up if he bears my name." 
The man left En gland in 1910 
and was never heard of again.) 

Mindful of her career, his 
mother fanned her only child 
out to foster-parents in an im- 



poverished household at 
World's End, allowing him 
home for weelrendvkits during 
which he endured intense crit- 
icism, particularly from his fa- 
ther. Whilst a room was set 
aside in the parental home for 
a live-in maid, there was no 
bedroom for Ckrel 

Although he acknowledged 
that his parents did have great 
affection for him, it was for 
Rose, his foster-mother, that die 

werereserved andSi^sensi^ 
ities to the hardships of her life 
- she was ‘in service’' and lat- 
er suffered greatly through Al- 
ness - perhaps foreshadowed 
the empathy for .female vul- 
nerability that is so often the 
subject of his mysterious, high- 
anxiety paintings. 

In the neighbourhood of 
Rose's house. Weight encoun- 
tered children too poor to wear 
shoes and characters soch as the 
shell-shocked “Engine Joe” 
who would jabber among the 
children, believin g himself to be 
a train. At school there was a 
further terror in the form of a 
tyrannical master who threat- 
ened to thrash Wsght if he used 
the word inn” again whilst 
reading aloud. The inevitable 
happened, and the blow the 
child received possibly did less 
damage than lus feeling of hu- 
miliation of which be remarked 
almost 80 years later, “That had 
a great effect on me realty. I be- 
came very frightened of all 
sorts of people and it took a 




Weight ambivalent 


long, long time to break myself 
ofiL" 

Unsurprisingly, Weight en- 
dured nightmares all bis life, 
many of which fed into his 
paintings. When, in the 1950s, 
he sought a setting for The Day 
of Doom, a painting in which he 
wanted to express the prevail- 
ing atmosphere of threat from 
the atom bomb and the begin- 
nings of the Cold War, he 
thought bade to the time in his 
life where he had been most 
afraid and settled on a fire he 
had witnessed in Fulham when 
he was three or four years old. 

Perhaps the decision to jet- 
tison the name Victor in favour 
of Card was an indiration of the 
inner assurance which comple- 
mented the fearful side of his 
personality. Sidestepping his 
mother’s ambition for Him to 
become a singer and Ids parents' 
certainty that to become an 

j^'tf nwwaarilyTTiMnr ^aiTv hig 

in a garret. Weight joined the 
Haromersmith School of Art in 
1926, where the (raining was so 
formal that there were no 
mixed-sex classes and one fel- 
low student was expelled for 
speaking to a female model. 

It was in this, environment 
that W^ght began his lifelong 
friendship with Raskin Spear. 
An important influenc e at this 
stage was their teacher, James 
Bateman, who had himsdf been 
taught by Tonks at the Slade, 
ana who instructed his own 
students in compositional laws 
based largely on an analysis of 
Piero della Francesca. Weight 
eiqcryed this approach bat his in- 
dependence was soon to assert 
itself and he resisted Bate- 
man’s uigjngs to m*lre his fig- 
ures realistic and was quick to 
recognise the limitations of his 
tutor’s own work. 

When Bateman moved to 
Goldsmiths 1 he encouraged 
Weight to continue his educa- 
tion there and it was here that 
the young painter met Helen 
Roeder, who was to be his part- 
ner for the rest of his life. The 
level of Weight’s thirst for com- 
panionship at this time was 
caught in nis reminiscences in 
a 1991 interview: “It was veiy. 


very lovely to have somebody 
who was thinking in a similar 
way to you and with whom 
one could discuss all sons of 
exciting things.” 

Between 40 and 50 of 
Weight’s early canvases were 
lost when a bomb destroyed his 
studio in the Second World 
War and be was, briefly and un- 
happily (and somewhat hilari- 
ously), put on active service 
before Kenneth Clark rescued 
him by appointing him an offi- 
cial war artist The combination 
of warfare and suburbia as a mix 
Weight might have dreamt up 
for himselfand it was charac- 
teristic that he should nuke a 
series of paintings centred on an 
incident in which the zebra 
house at London Zoo was 
bombed, allowing one animal to 
stampede the local streets 
chased by an attendant in an 
Austin 7. 

In this case the series of 
paintings Weight produced had 
a strong element of documen- . 
tary truth about them, but they 
fit absolutely into his later work 
in which witches and lions, 
ghosts and fairies, populate 
south London or the land- 
scapes of Sussex and Dorset 
(One of Wright’s war pamfings, 
showing passengers fleeing 
from a bombed bus, was re- 
jected by the War Office on die 
grounds that it depicted the 
British public in a state of pan- 
ic.) Weight was later sent 
abroad, where he worked in 
Greece, Italy and Austria, and 
his letters home to Helen were 
published tty the Camberwell 
Press in 1988. 

Once’ he was demobbed, 
Weight combined teaching 
posts with a determined con- 
centration OQ his own painting , 
completing a series of works 
based on views of the Thames, 
many of them from Gravesend 
A painting of this period Tbe 
Return of the Prodigal Son, con- 
tains many elements that were 
to make up his distinctive lan- 
guage, setting a biblical story 
alongside the towpath at Ham- 
mersmith Bridge: “1 wanted it 
to be a realty convincing story 
and 1 wanted it to be as con- 


Douglas Gray 


In the history of Scottish culture 
in the 20th century, Douglas 
Grays name deserves more 
than just an honourable men- 
tion. Without him, many of the 
major figures - actors, musi- 
cians, poets, writers - would 
have remained unrecorded or at 
most sadty under-represented in 
the sound and vision archives. 
However, in truth, he would not 
have appreciated his efforts 
being celebrated he was very 
modest and preferred to be as 
inconspicuous as possible - not 
easy for a large man, well over 
6ft call and frequently kilted 

Bora into a successful timber 
business in Aberdeenshire in 
1922, Gray was a high achiev- 
er academically both at Ab- 
erdeen Grammar School and at 
Aberdeen University, where he 
obtained a first class honours 
degree in Economics. Even be- 
fore he took his degree, his in- 
telligence and his technical 
ability had led him to an un- 
specified role (certainly he 
would not talk about it) in the 
development of radar in the lat- 
ter years of the Second World 
War. 

His lifelong passion, howev- 
er, was for all forms of Scottish 
culture and from 1946 onwards 
he set about making recordings. 


initially on sound discs and lat- 
er on film, of the great per- 
formers of the day. From very 
modest beginnings in his par- 
ents’ house in Aberdeen, he set 
up Park Film Studios in Glas- 
gow before moving to Sols- 
girth, near KirkmuDocb, which 
he ran as an arts venue, and 
eventually to Brig o’ Turk in the 
Ttossachs. 

None of these moves seemed 
to simplify the apparent tech- 
nical chaos in winch he oper- 
ated. It was the hallma rk of 
Gray’s operations that from 
circumstances that for anyone 
else would have been practkaSy 
impossible he would produce 
extremely important work. 
What was even more remark- 
able was that the most distin- 
guished performers would be 
willingly recorded, in condi- 
tions that they would normally 
take exception to, simply be- 
cause of Gray's charm and ut- 
ter commitment to the material 
and the performance. 

Unusual and often -amusing 
hazards, such as the interruption 
during a take by large dogs (two 
Great Danes), or not infre- 
quent mechanical malfunctions, 
did not deter Scotland's celebri- 
ties from making memorable, 
historically priceless, record- 


Bryce: courage and probity 


Robert Bryce was the leading 
Canadian public servant of his 
generation and a pupil of whom 
John Maynard Keynes would 
have been proud. He was Sec- 
retary to the Canadian Cabinet 
and Clerk of the Privy Council 
from 1954 to 1963 under the 
prime ministers Louis St Lau- 
rent, John Diefenbaker and 
Lester Pearson and thereafter 
Deputy Minister of Finance 
until retirement on his 60th 
birthday in 1971. He had been 
Canada’s first executive direc- 
tor of the World Bank in 1946 
and served for three years 
after retirement as Canadian 


mgs. Hugh MacDiarmid, Nor- 
man MacCaig, George Mack- 
ay Brown, Edwin Muir, George 
Bruce and Sidney Goodsir 
Smith were among the writers; 
Andrew Cniickshank, Duncan 
Macrae, Biyden Murdoch, Tom 
Fleming, Jean Taylor Smith, 
Iain Cuthbertson, Edith Mc- 
Arthur. Roddy McMillan and 
John Grieve among the actors; 
the singers included Jean Red- 
der^* Duncan Robertson and 
many others. 

It was not only a matter of se- 
curing the voices for posterity. 

Whm they performed was as vi- 
tal as who. the performers were 
and Gray always had the high- 
est regard for the original ma- 
terial. So, for example, the 
definitive verson (many would 
argue) of *Tkm o’ Shanter” 
was Gray’s 1947 recording of 
Harold Wightman. Similarly, in 
the first volume of his History 
of Scottish Music series, Later 
Middle Ages (197 5), the mar- 
vellous works realised by Ken- 
neth Elliott we re performed by 
a new group called the King’s 
Singers. 

Although Gray was no busi- 
nessman, and his attempts to 
promote his own work never 
seemed to be adequate, he did 


Executive Director of the 
International Monetary Fund. 

The son of a goldminer, be 
took a degree in Engineering in 
Tbronto before he came to St 
John's College, Cambridge, in 
1932 with a group of young 
Canadians including Herbert 
Norman, the Canadian Am- 
bassador who killed himself in 
Cairo in 1957 in the days of Mc- 
Carthy, and Lone Thrshis, who 
remained for a time in Cam- 
bridge to take bis doctorate and 
died in Toronto last year. 

In Cambridge Bryce took a 
First in Economics in l934 and 
was awarded a Commonwealth 





1 wanted It to be a humorous pfctree, and the Don to ba m lovable Hotf: Wight's 1832 jMdntfnf ABegro Strepltoso 


temporary as I could get jL”Tbe 

painting is one of the rare in- 
stances where Weight’s figures 
are running towards one an- 
other rather than in flight from 
each other. 

Despite his many friends and 
the immense amount of affec- 
tion he inspired, Weight’s sense 
of isolation never left him. 
Speaking of his painting The 
World wt Live In in 1991, he 
said, “It’s just two people. They 
may have been in love with each 
other, I don’t know. But they’ve 
been very dose but it’s aD come 
to nothing. They’re justtwo soli- 
tary figures. That’s very much 
my theme. It’s similar to my 
diploma picture in the Royal 
Academy, The Silence. I think 
love and all that sort of thing is 
rather superficial. You can love 
people, but it doesn’t bring you 
any closer to them.” 


limitations of h uman relation- • 
ships, Wright numbered among 
his many friends the painters 
Edward Bawdcn and Jcxm Nash 
(with whom he would go on 
rather grumpy Minting holi- 
days) and Julian TIevetyan and 
Mary Fedden (with whom he 
spent holidays in France, 
dressed rather formally and 
demanding that Mary cook 
meat and two vegetables for him 
at l unchtime before she and Ju- 
lian slapped off for a picnic by 
the river and swimming). Stab- 
ley Spencer and LS. Lowry.- 
Similarly, he formed dose 
and lasting friendships with 
many of his students and the 
sympathy he showed .to them 
was undoubtedly a measure of 
the pressures be had felt him- 
self. He had no wish for disci- 
ples and his strength as a 


teacher seems to have been in 
allowing other painters to fol- 
low then - own instincts, offering 
gentte encouragement where he 
could. He thoroqghty enjoyed 
has heady Royal College days 
and was proud of the net that 
be was the first person to see 
David Hockney aS a blond: 
“He was a brunet One day I was 
walking rather early m the 
morning in the- college and 
coming out of the gents was this 


It was quite a s ur pr is e. Unlike 
most blonds, he remains bkmd 
to this day.” 

Denying any desire to dye his 
own hair pmk or green, Weight 
nevertheless cut a path that was 
utterly his own. Apparently 
without jealousy in the face of 
bis students’ greater success, he 
continued to show at the Roy- 
al Academy every summer. 


where he bad a steady and 
growing following (and where 
Be was given a retrospective ex- 
hibition in 1982), and main- 
tained his regular pattern of 
mm mu ting by bus between his 
home in Oapham and his Put- 
ney audio - the landscape that 
was to Weight what Cookham 
was to Stanley Spencer- build- 
ing a vast body of work that has 
yet to be properly assessed. 

Catty Courtney 

Carel Victor Morlais Weight, 
artist: bom London 10 Septem- 
ber 1908; REA 1934, Hon RBA 
1971 ; staff, Royal College of An 
1947-73, Fellow 1956-97 ( Senior 
Fellow 1984-97), Professor of 
Painting 1957-73 (Emeritus); 
ARA 1955, RA 1965; CBE 1962: 
Hon RWS 1985; CH 1995; mar- 
ried 1990 Helen Roeder, died 
London 13 August 19 97. 


from time to time find his prod- 
ucts in unexpected demand. In 
two instances the central figure 
was Duncan Macrae. A record- 
ing of Macrae’s party piece 
“The Wee Cock Sparra” proved 
such a hit in the late Fifties that 
it discomforted the actor, who 
felt that it damaged his repu- 
tation as a serious stage per- 
former. Macrae was also 
involved when Gray got hold of 
a Ctyde puffer to recreate Neil 
Munro’s “Para Handy” on film 
in 1959. 

In the 19605, Gray turned to 
film to become a producer of 
educational and promotional 
documentaries. Meeting the 
demands of committees proved 
rather trying for him, even 
though the results were usual- 
ly worthwhile. He was at his 
most successful when left to his 
own devices. In over 50 years of 
continuous activity he held only 
two conventional appointments 
as Assistant Director at the 
Scottish Film Council during the 
1950s, and as a part-time eco- 
nomics lecturer at Glasgow 
• University (where he met his 
wife, Paula). 

His love of Scottish culture 
was by no means confined to the 
high aits. In his adopted home 
at Brig o’ Tbrk, where he lived 


for the past 17 years, be was es- 
tablished as one of the key lo- 
cal figures, ran g in g the village 
post office (which characteris- 
tically he doubled as an art 
gallew), chairing the Hossachs 
Highland Festival, producing 
the local newsletter, and being 
prominent on the local tourist 
board. 

Latterly, one of his principal 
concerns was to transfer his 
unique sound archive to digital 
recordings. Hjs films had al- 
ready been placed in the safe- 
keeping of the Scottish Film 
Archive. Gray has, in effect, 
left his country a treasury for 
which it ought to be extremely 
gratefuL 

Douglas Gray had a very 
strong sense of culture but also 
of the importance of his fami- 
ly which was as large, vigorous 
and good-humoured as himself. 
His wife was prominent in the 
Riding for the Disabled Move- 
ment, of which he himself was 
a supporter. 

David Brace 

Douglas Gray, record and film 
producer, bom Aberdeen 8 Oc- 
tober 1922; married 1953 Paula 
Cook (died 1991; two sons, two 
daughters); died Stirling 7 August 



A strong) 


► of culture: out of technical chaos Gray produced MstoricaBy priceless recordings 


Robert Bryce 


Fellowship, which at that time 
was for two years and required 
the holder to travel in the Unit- 
ed States between his two years 
of university study (later re- 
duced to ooe year and now abol- 
ished). I booked a seat in his car 
and travelled some 15,000 miles 
with him in the US and Cana- 
da in the summer of 1936 en- 
joying the equivalent of the 
Grand Tbur and seeing far 
more of America than would . 
otherwise have been possible. 

Bryce had been a member of 
the “Keynes’ dob” and a reg- 
ular attendee at his lectures be- 
fore the publication of 77k: 


General Theory in 1936. He 
took with him to Harvard a 
carefully prepared r£sum6 of 
Keynesian doctrine which em- 
bodied Keynes’s latest ideas 
and introduced these ideas to 
America, arousing great inter- 
est among his fellow students. 

After a year with die Sun Life 
Assurance Company, he en- 
tered the Ministry of Finance in 
1937, filling successive posts 
within the ministry for the next 
32 years- He was a dose advis- 
er to every prime minister from 
WJL Mackenzie King to Pierre 
Thideau and exercised a pow- 
erful influence on Canadian 


economic policy from the Sec- 
ond World War onwards. Jean 
Chi&ien, the Canadian Prime 
Minister, paid tribute at his 
death to his long career in gov- 
ernment as embodying the 
finest tradition of the Canadi- 
an public service: “He was a 
man of integrity and loyalty who 
made a great contribution to 
Canada’s progress as a nation.’’ 

Bryce’s services were ofpar- 
ticular importance when Dief- 
enbaker came to power in 1957 
after 22 years of Liberal rule. 
There were those who credited 
him with re-establish mg trust 
between the government and 


the pablK service when as Clerk 
of the Privy Council, he gained 
the confidence of Diefenbaker 
- a conservative who regarded 
all bureaucrats as supporters of 
the Liberals. 

In retirement Bryce was ap- 
pointed chairman of a Royal 
Commission in 1975 cm industrial 
monopolies but was obliged to 
resign because of ill-health. He 
produced a history of his de- 
partment from 1867 to 1939 and 
bad completed a second volume 
covering the war years but de- 
veloped Alzheimer’s disease 
and was unable to publish it 

He was, as his son has put it. 


a man of courage, probity 
and intelligence whose person- 
al kindnesses made him a 
legend within the Canadian 
dvil service. 

Alee Calrneross 

Robert Brougfuon Bryce, dvil 
servant: bom 27 February 1910; 
Secretary of the Canadian Trea- 
sury Board 1947-53; Secretary to 
the Cabinet and Clerk of the Ptivy 
Council 1954-63; Deputy Minis- 
ter^ Fawnce 1963-70 ; Executive 
Director, International Monetary 
Fund 1971-74; married 1937 
(two sons, one daughter); dial 
Ottawa, Canada 30 July 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

MARA: Professor Tim, suddenly, on 12 
August, aged 48 years. Befofcd hus- 
band of Buna mu father of Emily and 
Alice. Funeral service on Wednesday 
20 August si 10. 15am at Out Lady and 
StGcorae RC Church. Wbfthamkow. 
Family floras only, donations if de- 
sired to British Heart Rmndatioa. 

Announcements for Gbmm BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
seat in writing to (be Gazette Editor, 
The Independent, 1 Canada Sqoare, Ca- 
naiy Wharf, London E14 SDL, tele- 
pboned to 0171-293 2012 or fond to 
0171-293 2010, and are charged at £&50 
a line (VATottra). Please Indude a day- 
time telephone aombet: 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr D. L. Tyson 
and Miss S- Ross 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Derek, younger son of Dr and 
Mrs K.W. •tysan, of Daigety Bay, Fife, 
and Salty, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mis W.G. Ross, of Ibnifi, 

Aberdeenshire. 

Birthdays 

The Princess Royal 47: Sir Charles 
Carter, economist, 78; MrJim Dale, 
actor, $2; Mr Edmund DeU, former 
government minister, and chairman. 
Prison Reform Trust, 76; Mr Hans 
FeOnuch, mural painter and sculp- 
tor, 99; Mr James Flecker. Head- 
master. Ardiogly College, 5& Mr 
Lukas Foss, composer. 75: Miss Jen- 
ny Hanley, actress, 50; Dame Wendy 
Hiller, actress, 85; Mbs Rita Hunter, 


soprano, 64; Lord Ingrow, former 
Lord-Lieutenant of West Yorkshire, 
80; Miss Joan Jefferson (LadyApp- 
leyard). former Headmistress, St 
Switbun’s School Winchester, 51; Mr 
Jack Lynch, former Prime Minister 
of the Irish Republic, 8ft Mr Edward 
McMfllan-ScotlMEP, 48; Sir Patrick 
Naim c. Chancellor, Essex Universi- 
ty, 76; Sir Kenneth Newman, former 
Commissioner. Metropolitan Fpfioe, 
71; Maj-Gen Kenneth Peririns, 71; Mr 
Oscar Peterson, jazz pianist, 72; Sir 

Oliver PbppJeweil, High Court judge, 
70; Professor Sir Leon Radzimwicz, 
criminologist, 91; Lady Jean Rankin, 
Extra Woman of the Bedchamber to 
the Queen Mother, 92; Mr Jack Rus* 
sell cricketer, 34; Sir Michael Rut- 
ter, child psychiatrist, 64; Air 
Vice-Marshal John de Milt Seveme, 
Extra Equerry to the Queen, 7% Lad 
Steyn, a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, 
65; Mr Robert Syms MP, 41; Sir 
Stephen Himim, Principal, St Ed- 
mund HaU, Oxford, 67; Sir Kenneth 


Warren, engineering consultant, 71; 
AirVice-Maxshal Sir William Wrat- 

ten.58. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Luigi Paid, poet, 1432; 
Agostino Carracci, painter, baptised 
1557; GiDes Manage, lexicographer, 
1613; Napoleon Bonaparte, French 
Emp er or . 1769; Sir Walter Scott, nov- 
elist, 1771; Thomas De Quincey, es- 
sayist and critic, 1785; Sir Henry 
James Sumner Maine, lawyer and his- 
torian, 1822; l^on-Gustave-Cypriea 
Gastinel composer, 1823; Edouard 
de Hanog, composer, 1828; Whiter 
Crane, painter and illustrator, 1845; 
James Ken- Hardfe, politician. 1856; 
Samuel Coteridgenhylor, compo ser, 
1875; Ethel Barrymore (Ethel Mae 
Blythe), actress, 1879; Sir ftter Hen- 
ry Buck ffe Rangi ffiroa), Maori an- 
thropologist and politician, 1880; 
Edna Faber, novelist and play- 
wright, 1887; Thomas Edward 


Lawrence, soldier and writer, 1888; 
Gerty Theresa Con (Radnitz), bio- 
chemist, 1896; Robert Oxton Bolt, 
playwright and screen w riter , 1924. 
Deaths Macbeth, King of Scotland, 
Hied in back 1057; PbSippa^Ham- 
ault, Queen of Edward III, 1369; 
Pope Pius 0, 1464; Lilian Adelaide 
Neuson (Elizabeth Ann Brown), ac- 
tress, 1880; Winiam John Thoms, 
founder and editor of Nates and 
Queries, 1885; Joseph Joachim, vio- 
linist, 1907; Paul Signac, painter, 
1935; Wiley Post, aviator, killed in 
an air crash 1935; Ren6-Fxan$ois- 
Ghedam Magritte, Surrealist painter, 
1967. On this day: nearly 5DQ Reach 
ships were destroyed by the Duke of 
Bedford at Harfleur, 1416; foe Jesuits 
(Society of Jesus) was founded in 
ftris by Ignatius de Loyola, 1534; the 
Possums under Frederick the Great 
defeated the Anstrians tinder Baron 
vcm Laudonm the Battle of Liegnitz. 
1760; the Panama Canal was opened 
officially, 1914; the first London 


performance of the musical show 
Good News was presented, 1928; In- 
dia became independent 1947; Pak- 
istan. haring separated from India. - 
became independent, 1947; the re- 
public of (South) Korea was pro- 
claimed, 1948; the French Congo 
became independent, I960; Bahrain 
became independent, 1971; in 

Rat^gl»dprfi 1 Shrifcb Miqihur Rahman 

was deposed and later killed in a mil- 
itary coup. 1975. Today is the an- 
niversary of VJ Day, 1945, and the 
Feast Day of the Assumption of die 
Virgin Mary. St Amniph of Sojssoos 
and St Threidns. 

Lectures 

National Gallery. Lynda Stephens, 

“Bits ami Pieces (ET): Gentile da Fab- 
riano. The Madonna and Child with 
Angeis (Tfae Quarates Madonna')" 
lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum; Patri- 
cia Baker, “From East to West: 


Japan and Bernard Leach’s Pot- 
tery”, 230pm. 

Appointments 

Mr Mark Fdtai to be Ambassador 
to the Holy Sea. 

Mr ftter Hildebrand, to be a fuD- 
rime Chairman of Industrial Tri- 
bunals, assigned to the Leeds region. 
Mr John Kenneth Macmillan, to be 
Regional Chairman of Industrial 
Tribunals for the Nottingham Region. 
Judge Georg* Bathrom Neman, to 
be Senior Circuit Judge, sitting at 
Southwark Gown Court. 

Mr Justice Docrglas Brown, to be a 
Presiding Judge of the Northern 
Orcmt 

Mr Jnstfee Thomas, to be a Presid- 
ing Judge of the Whies .and Chatter 
Circuit, 

Mr Peter John Jacobs, to be a dr- 


NLrRaraesbwar Singb and Mr Pfcter 

MDwyn Evans, to be district judges, 
On the Wales and Chester Circuit. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins fa London at 8J39pm. 


oaten of Synagogues 0181-202 2263. 
Union of Lateral and Progressive Sro. 
agBSws: 0171-580 1663. Reform Syne- 

gognes of Great Brttaio: 0181-349 473L 


gBtion: 0171-289 2573. New LoodanSro- 
*g0f?K (Mamti): 0171-328 1026. 

Changing of the Guard 

The King’s Ihanp Royal Hone Axtflkiy 
mounts tbc Queen's Ufc Guard at Hone 




Chester Circuit 


. ■ * — - - ■ '“"'u uiu nuy 

intent of Wales mounts u»e Queen's 
Guard, al Ba rf i n gUam Palace. 1 IJOam. 
hand provided by uu Irish Guanb. 
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the leader page 


Magazines for men - but not for Mr Average 


new medium has come of age 
As we report today, the best-sell- 
■“$ men s magazine. FHM, has, 
. 1 “*** tune > outstripped sales of 

-osmopolitan, the most popular 
/omen s glossy. More than 600 000 
aen are expected to fork out £2 60 for 
■eptember’s edition. Add to that the 
nassive sales for Loaded, GQ and the 
est of the middle-shelf fraternity and 

;? U th“tie P s UbUSh “ 8 P h — - 
As a mirror to the Modern Man, 
iese new magazines reflect an image 

▼ ^ ! rr ad ” aJe ’ Sagging for fresh 
-rotic adventure, a shopaholic, who 

Jesses m the most expensive designer 
brands, reads cool fiction, enjoys die 
most exotic holidays. This man drives 
cars a la Steve McQueen, is in tip-top 
shape physically and likes his footie, but 
never has smelly socks or bad breath. 
Throughout his exertions, he remains 
immaculate, sporting a carefree stub- 
ble and a sophisticated fragrance. He’s 
sexist, sure, and laddish, but in a 
charming, boyish sort of way, which 
only endears him to the bodice-burst- 
ing babes who wander through his life. 

“Bream on,” we suspect will be the 
response from most women - and from 
| many men. The reality is a bit different. 
F There may be a few urbane types who 
fit the mould, but most of us (a male 
leader-writer confesses) still dress badly, 
drive boring saloons and have not com- 
pletely solved the odour problem. As 


for sexual athleticism, most of us aren’t 
quite up to the Olympian heights that 
seem to be expected. 

In short, men's magazines are largely 
a fantasy, the glossy pornography of 
aspiration. And it isn’t difficult to see 
who is in the driving seat Leaf through 
the latest bumper editions and what 
you will find is essentially a hymn to 
autumn fashion, as the men’s month- 
lies sing their love songs to the likes of 
Armani, Hugo Boss, Paul Smith, Nike 
and Calvin Klein, to name but a few. 
For the truth is that these magazines 
are not so much about the modem 
male in general as about ways to per- 
suade single young men to part with 
their considerable disposable incomes. 

There is no great evil in that. In many 
ways, we wish good luck to the pioneers 
of this new type of publishing, who have 
spotted a smart way to make a mint. But 
there is also something sour about this 
success. For these innovators have 
clearly identified a need, a feeling 
among men that they want magazines 
devoted to their lives. Yet the new 
media ultimately fails to satisfy. There 
is a brittle, surface feel about men’s 
magazines that springs from their super- 
ficiality, their obsession with appear- 
ances, their preoccupation with the 
mechanics of sex, as though eroticism 
was no more than genital rubbing. 
What’s missing is emotion, depth, the 
sense that they are about real lives. They 
promise much, but often feel hollow. 
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Their hero is a narcissistic male, 
whose life is about premium lagers, 
designer drams and eau de toilette. 
They are thus a celebration of selfish- 
ness (acronym of R)r Him Mag- 
azine) says it all. They are cheerlead- 
ers for a rather narrow and particular 
lifestyle that has consumerism as its 
guiding principle. And so like many 
women's magazines, editorially subor- 
dinate to advertising, you find that most 
of the emphasis is on having or taking, 
with little thought devoted to that 
great aspiration - giving. 

We’re not asking for the purveyors 
of men’s publishing to go on some 


moral crusade. But they should recog- 
nise that there is a vast swathe of men 
to whom they offer little in the long run. 
Fantasies are thrilling at first, but once 
replayed again and again in the same 
predictable format, they grow dull. 

Women’s publishing has long 
realised that there is more to their read- 
ers’ lives than achieving 20 orgasms a 
nigfit. There are now a wide variety of 
publications catering for everything 
from young women just beginning sex- 
ual relationships to women getting 
married to those raising families and 
those in retirement These publications 
also spend much of their time tackling 


relationships, a dominant issue in 
everyone’s lives, which might explain 
why so many men enjoy reading 
women’s magazines. 

There are a host of issues mat men 
have to deal with, be it combining work 
with fatherhood, coping with downsiz- 
ing or ageing well. The question of 
maintaining male identity and self- 
esteem without work faces many men, 
be they young unemployed, middle- 
aged sacked or retired and lost But 
these are not people the advertisers 
seek, so they aren’t getting a look-in at 
Loaded and the rest at the moment. If 
you are old, you will not see yourself 
reflected in these publications. And if 
your goal as a male is to be a provider, 
a protector, a guide, even jnst an 
organiser of fun for children, you will 
find little to help you amid the hedo- 
nistic, escapist lifestyle that is adver- 
tised as the ideal for all men. 

There are signs that men’s magazines 
are maturing. The translation of James 
Brown from the editorship of Loaded 
to the chair at GQ suggests some 
growing up. But perhaps we will have 
to wait until he is a Dad before even 
his latest organ fully emerges from ado- 
lescence. Which is a pity. Because 
men need more. Just as there is more 
to feminism than Cosmo, so there is 
more to rethinking men than what we 
are offered at the moment 

America inevitably goes over the top, 
but we have something to learn from a 


country where you will find whole book- 
shops devoted to eveiy aspect of male 
development We’re lagging behind 
here, stuck with magazines that might 
have been innovative in the early 
Nineties, but now seem glossily formu- 
laic. A huge market awaits the publish- 
ing entrepreneur who has the courage 
to break out of the laddish laager . 

A Duchess is 
inimitable 

B eing post-modem means wallowing 
in irony and parody, and it’s hard 

work. The new Oasis album is an ironic 
tribute to the Beatles. Or is it ironic? 
Television spoofs of television, like the 
robotic newscasters in The Day Today, 
are so close that they obliterate the real 
thing . In Private Eye , satirical take-offs 
of The Spectator diary can be uncannily 
convincing. Now - it seemed obvious - 
they had migrated into The Spectator 
itself. Everyone in this office who read 
it agreed that the right-wing maga- 
zine’s spoof diary of the Duchess of York 
was a very good joke. A little obviously 
fake, but funny. Except that it turns out 
the diar y is genuine. She is exactly like 
her caricature, only a little more so. 
Unless, of course, she is having a post- 
modern joke on the rest of us? No. 
Somehow we don’t think so, either. 


*■* 
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Students fill 
that gap with 
vital work 

k Sir: While we welcome the 
•Government's announcement that 
^ 1 9,000 deferred-entry students will 
be exempt from fees (report, 14 
August), the problem for the 
co mmuni ty remains. Many young 
volunteers plan their voluntary 
Service after 1 August, 
j The imposition of fees means 
jthat most young people will be 
[obliged to work through a gap year 
,’to fund their college place. The 
i Government’s decision will 
j withdraw much-needed volunteer 
f energy that “gap" students invest. 

I Every year many thousands of 
, young volunteers enable people 
i with disabilities to live 

• independently, mentor young 

' offenders, raise reading levels in 

• schools and care for homeless 
people. 

Public and voluntary agencies 
invoke thousands of such young 
people every year through 
Community Service Volunteers. 
We know that without their 
commitment many vulnerable 
people will suffer. 

Moreover, the experience and 
the responsibility young volunteers 
enjoy helps them make more 
informed choices; and they become 
better citizens. 

We fervently hope the 
Government will find a way to 
ensure that young volunteers can 
contribute to meeting the needs of 
the co mmuni ty in future years. 
CHRIS DAVIES 

Director of Social Sendees, Somerset 
County Council 
ELIZA BETH CROWTHER 
Director of Social Services, 
Corporation of London 
JAN FISHER 

Assistant Chief Probation Officer, 
South Glamorgan Probation Service 
TONY LEVER 

Director, Bradford Care Consortium 
VERONA NELMES 
Chair of Social Services, Monmouth 
NICOLAS STACEY . 

Chair, Thames Housing Association 

Sin “The last thing Third World 
countries want is skiD-less young 
people playing the volunteer 
dilettante tor three months." 
(lea ding article, 13 August). What 
impertinence! 

Since 19S4we have been sending 
three to five “skfll-less" gap-year 
volunteers to teach for a whole 
academic year in the middle school 
in our link community of Gunjur m 
The Gambia. They live with 
Muslim African families in a 
community with no electricity, no 
access to dean water, no public 
sani tation system. They learn 
Mandinka, the local language, 
learn to eat with their right hands 
and mark written work by 

^wouWmake two points- First, 

they are welcomed by the Gambian 

Ministry of Education, which 

recognises that they have a real 
conurbation " ia * ce and 1101 
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ianv of them discover 

id not know they 

eadmaster assures us that m the 
ational league tables of 
laminations Gunjur arhool has 
nproved as a result of the 
retribution these young people 

‘second, the expert#** 
ieir lives. Of the 56 volunteer 
ho have taken MV 
heme eight are back m Africa, 
sving graduated and developed 
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helping marginalised HIV-positive 
women to develop income- 
generating projects. Many others 
are in the “caring professions" in 
this country. 

It would be a tragedy if these 
young people felt they were not 
able to take a gap year - a tragedy 
for them, a tragedy for the 
community of Gunjur and a 
tragedy for this country, which 
desperately needs young people 
who have a global view of the world 
and are committed to serve those 
who are less fortunate than 
themselves. 

Dr NICK MAURICE 
Director 

The Marlborough Brandt Group 
Marlborough, 

Wiltshire 

Sir. Your faint praise (leading 
article, 13 August) for “worthy” 
enterprises such as C ommun ity 
Service Volunteers is wrong to 
suggest that CSV recruits only from 
“among students who can afford to 
do voluntary work”. AH CSVs are 
provided with food, 
accommodation, travel and £23-50 
per week allowance. 

The 4,000-plus volunteers are a 
cross-section of their generation in 
terms of educational attainment, 
et hnic origin and gender and no 
one is rejected. Their help is 
urgently needed. 

ELISABETH HOODLESS 
Executive Director 

CSV 

London N1 

Sin The Government’s snail 
change of heart on tuition fees for 
gap-year students did not, contrary 
to your front page headline, signal 
a “victory^. 

The Government's plans remain 
essentially unchanged- It still 



intends to abolish the student grant 
and introduce tuition fees. This 
could mean debts of £15.000 to 
£20,000 for a three-year degree. 

This was not a U-turn by the 
Government but more of a slight 
blip in its drive to extinguish free 
university education. It is good that 

20.000 students will be spared these 
debts, but what about the other 

60.000 of this year’s A-leveJ 
graduates and the countless 
thousand^ of generations to come 
who wil] be deterred from entering 
hi g her education if the 
Government is hot forced to make 
a real U-turn? 

CATH FLETCHER 
Campaign for free Education 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Laws the drug 
barons love 

Sir. It is indeed sad that the 
Government should show total 
lack of nerve over the call by one 
of its own MFs for a Royal 
Commission on drugs (“Calls grow 
for national debate on drugs". 11 
August). It mil never have a more 
comfortable majority to cushion 
itself against the uniformed 
prejudices of Middle England. 

1 was a drug education officer in 
the 1970s and nothing has changed 
since then except the initials of the 
drugs. Governments still feel the 
need to display “tough’’ postures 
and talk about “wars on drugs" 
rather than engage in informed 
and productive debate. The war 
against drugs was lost long ago. 


The enemy has long been within 
our gates, encouraged and 
attracted by the fat profits that the 
illegality of drug use provides. The 
well-known effects of Prohibition 
on the US in the 1920s say 
everything that needs to be said. 

In the 1970s we. as drug 
educators, were saying that the 
most dangerous thing about illegal 
drugs was their illegality. It creates 
a climate of excitement and daring 
around drug use that attracts 
young people experimenting with 
life. Illegality makes criminals of 
otherwise law-abiding young 
people, driving them into common 
cause with the drug suppliers. 
Having developed a problem, 
illegality discourages people from 
seeking help and treatment at an 
early stage and leads them into 
c rimin al activity to pay the high 
prices that illegality promotes. 
Treatment programmes often 
suffer from the need to reinforce 
the “tough" stance of their 
supporting governments, so that 
heroin maintenance schemes are 
discontinued in favour of 
methadone, a worse drug but with 
a “cleaner” image. 

Those wbo have most 
enthusiasm for keeping drug use 
illegal and are most against 
informed debate are tbe drug 
barons themselves. The day we 
begin treating drug use and abuse 
as a social problem to be - 
addressed rather than as a 
criminal activity to be punished is 
the day their profits tumble and 
their business withers. 

PAUL EDWARDS 
Exeter 


Families who 
suffer in silence 

Sir The Government’s decision to 
review whether more can be done 
to tackle domestic violence is very 
welcome (report, 12 August). 

We are aware of the lasting 
effects domestic violence has an 
women and children. Research 
shows that in nine out of 10 cases 
of domestic violence in families, 
tbe children are in the same room, 
or in the next room, when the 
violence takes place. Children 
have told us of attempting to 
protect their mother, or of being 
attacked themselves. 

However, as you say, many 
incidents go unreported. 
Awareness of tbe extent of the 
problem will be a welcome first 
stop. 

But awareness alone is not the 
answer. Women, and research 
shows it is usually women, 
experiencing domestic violence 
need to be able to seek help for 
themselves and their children 
without feeling that they wfil be 
blamed. We have found that 
women often delay seeking help 
because they fear that they will 
lose their children and that 
professionals do not always 
understand that fear. 

There is a lack of information 
and guidance for professionals, 
whether they be teachers, soda! 
workers or staff at playgroups, on 
dealing with disclosures of 
domestic violence. That lack 
prompted us to publish a set of 
practice guidelines earlier this 
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year. But much more needs to be 
done to make sure that fewer 
women and children have to suffer 
in silence. 

CAROLINE ABRAHAMS 
Head of Public Policy 
NCH Action For Children 
London N5 


Image problem 

Sir It goes without saying that 
everything Peter Mandelson does is 
carefully weighed in terms of public 
reaction and press effect. He used 
his interview with Donald 
MacIntyre (14 August) to defend 
himself against accusations of 
being Mandelson the Manipulator 
and to present the “I'm just 
beavering away for (he good of the 
nation" image. 

This was bound to happen at 
some point What’s surprising is 
that he has had to do this after such 
a short time into Tony Blair’s 
hoped-for two terms. 

DAVID MUNGALL 
Glasgow 


Political animals 

Sin If tbe future of British politics 
is in the hands of a small coterie 
who are career po! iticians (“Blair’s 
babes nudge for places at the top 
table", 14 August) then let us hope 
that the rules of inbreeding 
prevail. 

What experience will this group 
bring to government in the future? 
Time to change the rules and 
ensure that we have government 
by those who have a direct 
experience of life before they 
enter politics. 

JONATHAN YOUENS 
Chislehursu Kent 




Chance to curb 
the arms bazaar 

Sir Jack Lang’s call for the French 
government to follow Robin 
Cook’s lead on an ethical approach 
to arms exports is significant 
(“French take up Cook’s arms 
challenge", 13 August). The key to 
responsible control of the arms 
trade lies in international co- 
operation to defeat the argument 
“If we don’t sell, someone else 
wOL" 

A European code of conduct on 
weapons sales is coming closer to 
reality. France and Britain have 
long been the obstacles to such a 
move but the change of 
government on boLh sides of the 
Channel signals an historic 
opportunity. 

The forthcoming British 
presidency of the EU (Januaiy- 
June 1998) provides the perfect 
time to take an initiative to 
establish a code that would help to 
prevent arms exports to countries 
that abuse human rights, regions of 
instability, military dictators and 
external aggressors. With the US 
Congress currently discussing 
similar legislation, there is a chance 
to restrain 80 per cent of the global 
arms bazaar. It should not be 
missed. 

PAULEAVIS 
Executive Director 
Safenvorid 
London WC1 


Battles of the 
grouse moor 

Sin Your article on the start of the 
grouse-shooting season (“A lovely 
morning, but noi for everyone", 12 
August) failed to mention the 
importance of grouse shooting for 
heather moorland and the wildlife 
that is supports. 

The uplands and heather 
moorland in particular provide one 
of the best-managed wildlife 
habitats, when managed for 
shooting. Such moors have more 
diverse flora mid fauna than those 
that are unmanaged, which are 
often overgrazed or become 
afforested. In Wales 28 out of 34 
major grouse moors have been lost 
to forestry in tbe last decade. 

Heather moorland supplies 33 
bird species, while a typical bracken 
moor provides sustenance and 
shelter for only 15. Birds supported 
on heather moorland include 
merlin, golden plover and curlews. 
Populations of golden plover have 
been seen to increase directly in 
proportion to the standard of 
grouse management 
LESLEY FERGUSON 
Head of Media Relations 
The British Association for Shooting 
and Conservation 
Wrexham, Chvyd 


Sir Your report on the alleged 
incidents on the Durham grouse 
moors (“Saboteur violence wrecks 
grouse-shooting party”, 13 August) 
seems to be drawn entirely from 
Durham police and British Field 
Sports Society press releases. 
There was another party involved 
in the incident the bunt 
saboteurs. 

No saboteurs were wearing “ski 
masks" - the temperatures on the 
moor were in the eighties and 
bikini tops, T-shirts and shorts were 
the order of the day (although not 
for the police). As for people 
carrying “staves”, this implies a 
stick the size of a fence post, and 
that was most certainly not the 
case. One disabled saboteur was 
carrying a walking stick. 

PAUL GAMMON 
Hunt Saboteurs Association 
Brighton, East Sussex 
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Aggressive 
marketing and 
a ‘can do’ 
attitude have 
transformed 
the derided 
home of 
‘Crossroads’ 
into a thriving 
modem city 
with a global 
perspective, 
says Michael 
Streeter 


J ane Austen started it It 
was her character, the 
snobby Mrs Elton, who 
uttered a view of 
Britain’s least-loved 
city which has stuck as firmly as 
grime to an Industrial Revolu- 
tion chimney stack. “One has 
no great hopes from Birming- 
ham," she declares grandly in 
Emma. “I always say there is 
something direful in the 
sound." 

The contemporary, "sophis- 
ticated" metropolitan view is 
hardly any different Negative 
associations with the city are 
endlessly trotted out wherever 
two or more Londoners are 
gathered together Crossroads , 
Spaghetti Junction and the 
unsightly Bull Ring. 

Last week you amid almost 
touch the scornful glee with 
which some in the national 
media greeted the announce- 
ment that the Midlands city is 
to play host next year to the 
Eurovision Song Contest. The 
continent's longest-standing 
television joke meets Britain’s 
most-ridiculed city. The cover- 
age moved one senior Birm- 
ingham businessman to com- 
ment: "We know it’s irresistible 
to some parts of the media, the 
jokey references about Birm- 
ingham and the Eurovision 
Song Contest But it’s an event 
we worked very hard to get and 
we're very proud to have got it" 
That remark sums up much 
about the Brummie attitude to 
life, work and their place in 
Britain. For while the city may 
be a prophet of enlightened 
marketing without honour in its 
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own land, to much of the out- 
side world Birmin gham is a 
growing success stoiy. And to 
the city’s key entrepreneurs 
and politicians, the chance to 
display its wares to a European 
television audience of around 
300 million is too £ood to miss. 
And as an added incentive, the 
event will pump around £4m 
into the regional economy. 

However, Eurovision is just 
a small part of the story. Barry 
deverdon, chief executive of 
the NEC Group which will 
stage the event next May, 
describes it as the "icing on the 
cake". He points to the array of 
events the city will host next 
year. These include the G8 
Summit, the British Interna- 
tional Motor Show and the 
Lions dub International Con- 
vention - billed as the biggest 
convention in the world. It 
already stages Cruft’s Dog 
Show every year and is now 
attracting the prestigious Con- 
federation of British Industry 
conference, which normally 
switches venues, each year. 

The National Indoor Arena, 
from where Eurovision will be 



And not a road in sight main photograph, the refurbished Worcester and Bimwigham canaL Above, from left, typical 
offerings from the NEC: Cruft's Dog Show, ‘Qarfiators’ and HVs monarchy debate Main photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


broadcast, already stages the 
television show Gladiators - 
and earlier this year it hosted a 
live television debate on the 
future of the monarchy. Rather 
like the city itself, the pro- 
gramme was lambasted by the 
critics for its vulgarity but 
proved popular with the TV 
viewing public who tuned in in 
their millions to watch and take 
part in a vote. 

Such events are just one sign 
of what some calf the renais- 
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sance of the city. It boasts 
“more canals than Venice", has 
a new and much-admired 
Symphony HaU, plans to re- 
develop large sections of the 
much-derided 1960s centre in 
the next five years, and comes 
top of a list of “desirable loca- 
tions" for businesses. The city 
leads the way in Britain in busi- 
ness tourism - income from 
conferences and their spin-off 
opportunities for local hotels, 
restaurants and leisure - and 
has won new investment from 
BMW and Jaguar in its tradi- 
tional manufacturing base. 

Suddenly, Birmingham is the 
place to be. At least for those 
from abroad who probably 
know more about Birmingham, 
Alabama than Britain's second 
city, and who approach the 
place with an unbiased mind. 

Bany deverdon, an adopted 
Brummie who was boro in the 
East End of London, admits it 
is far easier to “sell" Birming- 
ham to foreign business people 
than to fellow Britons. “They 
don’t have any preconceptions 
and are generally impressed by 
what they find.” 


Despite lingering consumer 
resistance in this country, 
Mr deverdon enthuses about 
what he calls the new spirit 
abroad in the region. “There is 
a real buzz about the place, 
things are happening. I’ve been 
here for 21 years and it really 
gets in the blood.” 

f I Vie quiet re-emergence of 

I Bir mingham should mmt» 
-L. as no surprise to his- 
torians. According to Philip 
Calcutt, a native Brummie and 
marketing director of the Birm- 
ingham Marketing Partnership, 
which straddles the public and 
private sectors and co-ordi- 
nates the promotion of the city, 
Birmingham has “re-invented” 
itself several times before. 

Although warranting a men- 
tion in the Domesday Book, it 
was at the time scarcely more 
than a hamlet. It moved 
through the Middle Ages as a 
craftsman's centre and later 
achieved modest prominence as 
a centre for armaments - 
swords then guns - in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. It was only 
late in the 18th century and the 


; of the 19th that Birm- 
ingham became widely known 
nationally as one of the main 
forces of the Industrial Revo- 
lution: James Watt, the Scottish 
engineer who invented tbe 
steam engine, worked in the 
dty. 

The second great era came 
later in the 19th century when 
under Joe Chamberlain, Birm- 
ingham, by now firmly estab- 
lished as a manufacturing 
centre for country and Empire, 
also became a model for urban 
planning and municipal gover- 
nance. The city survived well 
enough on its manufacturing 
base, later moving into the 
motor trade, until modern 
times - then the wheels fell off 
the city’s prosperity in the early 
1980s recession. 

Mr Calcutt recalls the shock 
to the collective system that this 
reversal caused. "You have to 
remember that until the 1970s 
there was in affect full employ- 
ment in the city. You could 
leave a job one day and get a 
new one the next,” he says. 

Along with economic trou- 
bles, Brummies were confirmed 


in their cultural role in Br itain, 
the butt of humour and ridicule. 
The cultural nadir - in a city 
where Simon Rattle and his 
City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra were for many a lone 
beacon - was reached with 
Crossroads. This now defunct 
soap opera’s quivering sets, 
smaller-than-life characters and 
wooden acting convulsed a 
nation into unintentional laugh- 
ter. 

It got worse. The name of the 
most famous character, Benny, 
became a slang word for a 
stupid person, one reportedly 
used until recently by British 
troops to describe the locals in 
the Falkland Islands. (Accord- 
ing to army legend, when the 
soldiers were ordered not to use 
the derogatory term, they re- 
christened the Ealklandere 
“stiUs” - as in “still Bennies".) 

The horrors of the city centre 
and the concrete hell of 
Spaghetti Junction simply 
added to the image of dreari- 
ness in tbe nation's mind. But 
above all was the accent This 
nasal sound, much mimicked, 
emerged in a recent survey as 
the accent least llkety to impress 
a prospective employer. In one 
industrial tribunal, an employee 
claimed she was sacked simply 
because of her local vowel 
sounds. Although the BBC has 
made efforts to recruit more 
Br ummi e accents into main- 
stream broadcasting, they are 
still rarely beard; and when 
they are, the impression is not 
wholly favourable. Brummie 
character Jack Wooley, the 
hotel owner in The Archers, is 
depicted as an amiable but 
bumbling man. 

Yet this constant, if gentle, 
barracking seems to have acted 
act as a spur to Bir mingham 


rather than causing lasti 
resentment- “What’s the j»{ 
in being chippy about it . uh 
P hOipCalartL “Then: is anna 
anceT but the best way to c 
back at them is not to whuuiu 
but to get out and show them w 
This combination of Wood- 
mindedness and memorw 
scarred by recession becant 
essential ingredients m the city, 
new success. In the face if 
much criticism - it was 
referred to as a white clenharl 
- the city council funded tin 
National Exhibition Centre 
much later came the city' cenlrt 
International Convenlioi 
Centre aod the Symphony HaU 
The NEC Group, with its 
tally of visitors, brings an esii- 
mated £438m of business to cht 
regional economy each year, s 
figure likely to increase b> 
£100m when more exhibitin'*- 
hails are added. The cenlriy 
also supports around 17,000 
jobs — important in a region 
with unemployment above the 
national average. 

A t the end of the 1980s. 
and with central govern- 
ment funding cuts under- 
mining council attempts to revi- 
talise the city, a collection of 
Birmin gham 's movers and 
shakers decided more was 
needed. In 1993, they formed 
the Birmingham Marketing 
Partnership, which is now held 
up as a model of how a city ; 
should market its affairs. This 
was another sigp, says Mr Cal- 
cutt, of the city’s ’“can do" 
approach. 

“There is no reason in geo- 
graphical terms for Binning 
ham to exist It has no river, mi 
coast and no coalfield. Its his- 
toiy is of a working dty." He 
retails the attention focused on 
the plights of somedties in the 
early 1980s - he mentions Liv- 
erpool - but says that never 
happened with Birmingham. 
“Birmingham just gets on aid 
docs it. in the recession tic 
reaction was not to whinge bit 
to get out there and do it It w» j 
obvious that Whitehall wouli I 
not be the source of a larg: j 
amount of funding to regeno- [ 
ate the dty." ! 

Equally.' local politics, thougl 
bitter enough, have avoidei | 
the extremism that has affliciei 
other councils. “The dty ha 
veered between Toiy am 
Labour, which has led to 
political pragmatism aboi^f', 
putting Birmingham first Thcr * « 
is a high degree of consensi f 
about what is good for th \ 
dty," he says. f 

Tbe city is realistic about v & 
role alongside the capital, t S 
which Birmingham lost the bi ■ 
for the Millennium Exhibitio : 
(though the city is planning ii ! 
own “complementary” celt ; 
brations) but it is thinking bi 
about its global role. "What w 
are trying to become is a Eure • 
pean dty," says Mr Calcutt. “/ ' 
major dty. A bit like Barceloni > 
to Madrid, or Lyon to Paris."! j 
BaffiyOeverdon, credited^ * 
a major figure in the dt/s sue \ 
cess, believes Birmingham cat \ 
achieve its goals as long as i ^ ' 
stays “hungry": “VWs are beating ' 
competition from dries such tc 
New York and Hong Korn] 
because we try that bit harden 
Because we’re Birmingham wd 
have to try that much harderi 
And we are happy to do thai_ H . 


Holidays? I always have a whale of a timp 


S ummer is a bad season 
for big men. I wall not 
dwiell on the impact of 
high humidity and no air 
conditioning; repeated 
applications of industrial 
strength anti-peispirant will 
usually mitigate the worst 
effects of excessive heat. 

No, it's the beach that I 
contemplate every year with 
the terror of antidpated 
humiliation. 

I have always loathed 
sunbathing in public on the 
sand, even when I was 
young and very thin. At 13, 
my ribs were as visible as 
tbe keys on a xylophone. 
You could have hung suits 
from my collarbone, or 
played a timpani concerto 
on my vertebrae. The only 
muscle that I could flex 
visibly was the one that 1 
took such pains to conceal, 
wrestling with yards of 
towelling and soggy 
costume, like Harry 
Houdini's incompetent 
younger brother. And aware 
- always - of the manifest 
absurdity of trying to hide 
wbnt no one wanted to find. 

When the dothes were 
off, all my cerebral 
advantages were effectively 
destroyed. Hie world ceased 
to be one where civilised 


and artistic virtues were 
applauded, even by the 
middle classes. Other boys 
were better swimmers, 
braver divers, or keener- 
eyed beach batsmen. With 
nothing on, we were - we 
are — ail mere animals. 
Which is great if you are 
fleet of foot, svelte of 
swimsuit, and dull of mind. 
But not if you are svelte of 
mind and dull of swimsuit. 

It is appalling that - 
nearly three decades later - 
my feelings about walking 
□early naked along the soft 
strand have not changed at 
all. Next week, when the 
giggling, fighting, struggling 

band of mini - Aa ro no vi t ches 
can be seen on tbe coasts of 
Britain, observers will be 
able to mark the sad, 
unhappy figure trudging, 
fully clothed in their noisy 
wake. 

What’s ray problem, now? 
It can hardly be my ribs. 
Those have not been seen 
for a long time. My eldest 
daughter is seven, she has 
four extant grandparents, 
but she has never met her 
father’s ribs. Nevertheless, I 
am a fine figure of a man. In 
fact, 1 am nearly a fine 
figure of two men. For the 
troth is that my diet and 



of sun-induced skin cancer. 
Most large men have the 
legs of their thinner, former 
selves anyway. Women may 
put weight on around their 
calves and thighs, but men 
do hot, their large t urns 


David 

Aaronovitch 


exercise season is now out 
of sync with my bared -body • 
season. In the past I have 
managed to ensure that the 
first roughly preceded the . 
second, but this year I have 
failed completely. 

All right, says the calming 
Voice ot Reason, if you are 
so ridiculously self- 
conscious, are there not all 
kinds of little stratagems 
that you can affect? Such as 
wearing a voluminous black 
T-shirt, which can always be 
explained by the very 
sensible desire not to 
contract some virulent form 


teetering around on skinny 
limbs, like a whale on a 
stick. Cover the turn 
successfully, and you could 
be Damon Albam. So put 
on your shades and swagger. 

But this is a lie. And his 
one that doesn't really work. 
In print I can fool myself ^ 
and you. I can be anything, 
and can represent myself as 
anything. Today I might wish 
to suggest physical prowess 
in sports or love, tomorrow, 
a life spent pole-vaulting 
and writing metaphysical 
poetiy. As long as I know 
what to say about it, I can 
be it. This cannot operate in 
the flesh. Tbe magic must 
be dissipated, however large 
the T-shirt. 

So, asks the exasperated 
VoR, who cares? Who’s 
even looking? I cannot be 
under the impression, can I, 
that all those bikini-dad 
lovelies — who trip through 
the dunes, a-wobble with 
beauty - are waiting only for 
a weight loss of seven 
pounds before casting their 


skimpy costumes aside and 
demanding satisfaction 
there and then, behind the 
beach huts? What would I 
be otiier than one more fat 
dad in a colony of fat dads, 
another beached sea-lion? 
The worst that could 
happen is that some Sundav 
newspaper supplement 
happens to send its 
photographer to do a 

S icture feature on “the 
ritish by the sea", and one 
is immortalised on its cover, 
one's gut Rubbering over 
the front of one's Speedos. 
So (insists the Voice) do 
what the others do, and go 
for it; exult in it. Stick that 
belly out as far as it will go, 
get it horribly sunburnt, and 
parade its piebald vastness 
m front of the whole beach. 
Hell, show it to everyone in 
the restaurant too. 

Everyone else does. 

WeU, I’m sorry, but I can’t 
do it. Once you start 
admitting things to yourself, 
then you are on the slippery 
slope to senility. You stop 
ranng about what yon look 
like what you wear and how 
you behave. And I do so 
hate it when men let 
themselves go. 

Afifes Kington is on holiday 
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the commentators 



Warning: beware 
a narrow focus on 
the wide screen 

Alan Parkers professed anti-intellectualism makes 
him unsuited for the role of chairman of the 
British Film Institute, argues Colin McArthur 


he British, it would seem, don’i give a 

i STL'S 0 111118 lheir ^“nil institutions. 
^ , o ^ouncement that Chris Smith. 
Secretary of State for Culture, had made Alan 
raxkCT ehairman-designaic of the British Him 
fostitute passed with barely a mention in the 
media. In any other European society the 
appointee to the chair of the countiys fore- 
most film cultural institution would have been 
subjected to the minutest scrutiny as to their 
suitability. and a healthy debate would have 
ensued about the future direction of the 
organisation. In Britain, silence. 

Everyone accepts that Alan Parker is an 
extremely successful maker of popular, com- 
mercial films. That is certainly not at issue, 
although there might be disagreement about 
the aesthetic value of his films and the ideo- 
logical tendency of some of them (of which 
more presently). What is at issue is the extent 
to which Parkers consistent anti-intellectual- 
ism, the narrowness of his aesthetic tastes, and 
the offence some of his films have caused to 
non-British peoples, are compatible with the 
role of BFI chairman. As a private individual, 
Parker is entided to hold and express any views 
he wishes, within the law. But should such an 
in dividual be the spokesperson of a national 
cultural body? 

The case against Parker is a matter of pub- 
lic record. From the files on him in the BFTs 
library, a picture emerges of a figure deeply 
hung up about his working-class origins and the 
fact that he did not attend university (and the 
extent to which, in his own words, he has been 
made “to feel inferior" on that account). He 
lashes out at any instance of intellect being 
brought to bear on the cinema, and at anyone 
who makes films which do not fit comfortably 
into the local Odeon. Parker's anti-intellectu- 
alism is legendary. Marlin Amis has written of 
bis “defensive references to 'the intellectual 
mafia' and other imagined enemies". Mean- 
while The Face of July, 1985, described him as 
follows: “He once said that he didn't want to 
become ‘the Brian Gough of the British film 
world.* His mouth, however, has made him 
hostage to that remark. Auteur is a dirty word 
in his book, art-house cinema a temple of self- 
indulgence, semiology and structuralism a 
“*'■ — ' One of his cartoons featured 



that we are masturbators, Elitist, pseudo-intel- 
lectual or in any way out of touch with the 
morons who go to the Odeon’." 

Parker's incapacity to engage with any cin- 
ema other than the popular, commercial one 


often takes Lhu form of unbridled attacks on 
film-makers working in other traditions. He has 
been known to trash the work of, for example, 
Wim Wenders, Theo Angel opoulos and Peter 
Greenaway. He once described Greenaway's 
work as “pretentious and shallow and obscure” 
and “the biggest con in a long, long time". 

With regard to (he ideological tendencies of 
certain Alan Parker films, there is, aLthe vciy 
least, a problem. When black activists and his- 
torians complained that Mississippi Burning had 
written African Americans out of Lheir own lib- 
eration struggle. Parker appeared to give no 
indication that be even appreciated the argu- 
ment they were making. In the same context, 
the historian Robert Roscnsionc, in his book 
I i sions of the Past: the Challenge of Film to Our 
Idea of History, specifically singles out Missis- 
sippi Burning for censure: 

“By focusing on the actions of tbe fictional 
FBI agents, the film engages in “false inven- 
tion' and must be judged as bad history. 
Indeed, by marginalising African Americans in 
the story of their own struggle, tbe film seems 
to reinforce the racism it ostensibly combats.” 

When Midnigfu Express was released, there 
was some debate about whether its depiction 
of the Ibrks was racist. Lord Coleraine raised 
the issue in the House of Lords, suggesting that 
the film, about western prisoners in a Turkish 
jafl, might have contravened tbe Race Relations 
Act. When the producers offered the proceeds 
of the British premiere to Amnesty Interna- 
tional, that body declined. It wished to disso- 
ciate itself from “any tendency which could be 
interpreted as a generalised denigration of 
Turkey and the Ibikish people". Now, Alan 
Parker may be able to offer convincing refuta- 
tions of these charges. My point is that the 
chair-designate of a public cultural body which 
m aintain s relationships with diverse groups, 
including some from the ethnic minorities, must 
be seen to be free from taint. 

Contrary to what many people think, the BFI 
is not simply concerned with film-making. It is 
involved in archiving, distribution and exhibi- 
tion. hook and magazine publishing, education 
and grant-giving to film bodies throughout Eng- 
land and Wales. Are we then to conclude that 
Alan Parker’s anti-intellectualism, narrow 
tastes and problematic record in the repre- 
sentation of non-British peoples are soon to 
influencethe entire range of BFI activities? I 
remain to be convinced that Parker's appoint- 
ment is in the best interests of British min cul- 
ture and the wider British society. 

The writer is a former senior officer of the BFI 



‘Mississippi Burning*: Parker's film has been castigated by Mack activists 


Is there anybody 
out there with Di? 


by Suzanne 
Moore 

O ne of tbe best jokes 
in the movie Men in 
Black is that the 
heroes of the film 
find out wbafs really 
going on from the supermarket 
tabloids. All the bizarre “Alien 
abducted ray husband and 
returned him after 30 years” 
stories are, the film campily 
tells us, actually true. Having 
been on another planet myself 
recently where 1 had been 
involved in long, drunken argu- 
ments about the existence of 
aliens, I returned to the equally 
unbelievable Di-Dodi-psychic 
chopper story. Here at 77ic 
Independent we arc not preoc- 
cupied with such things, well, 
not officially anyway. That 
Diana has visited a psychic is 
further evidence of her mental 
unbalance seems to be the gen- 
eral consensus among my col- 
leagues. Psychics are dism issed 
as feeding off ignorance, as 
doing harm, as bauds. Diana 
has finally gone mad but at least 

she has had the grace to do it in 
the midst of the silly season 
where her eccentricities fit 
neatly between crop circles and 
Elvis sightings. 

While the tabloids go mad 
over this story, the serious media 
ignore it. concentrating od A- 
levels, gap years, college fees 
and the scrabble for university 
places. Diana’s problem, obvi- 
ously, is no A-levels and gap 
decades rather than years. Thus 
the world remains reassuringly 
split between the rational and 
the irrational, the intellectual 
and the emotional, sense and 
nonsense, between what we 
ought to read about and what 
we actually do read about. 

Poor mad Diana, canoodling 
for the lensmen, dashing out of 
helicopters with Dodi, running 
through undeigrowth. horribly 
mocked as “ a fruit” by Andrew 
Morton who made a fortune 
out of her, surety this self- 
appointed expert on walking 
through minefields might need 
a bit of psychic guidance now 
and again. And before you 
sneer, you must admit that 
Di ana has an uncann y ability to 
know just how and when to 
snatch the headlines from her 
ex-husband. Spooky really. 

That she and Fergie should 
consult all sorts of peculiar 
people in order to find out who 
will love them and what their 
true destinies will be is hardly 
surprising. It goes without say- 
ing that they should be less sus- 
ceptible than they are, but their 
desperate search for meaning 
in their lives, for any little due 
or sign about how they should 
behave, is all rather harmless. 
It also strikes me as no more or 
less irrational than Charles's 
pompous ramblings about des- 
tiny, which are also articulated 
in semi-mystical language. 

Those who see all this as 
“dangerous hokum" and 



bemoan our lack of faith in 
Christianity point out that no 
longer believing in God doesn’t 
mean that you believe nothing, 
rather that you believe anything. 
G early the New Age abhors a 
spiritual vacuum and rushes to 
ml it with everything from aroma 
therapy to shamanism. 

Tbe relentless tabloid infat- 
uation with Diana balances 


which rely on vague impulses 
and feelings that can onty be 
classified as intuition; but the; is 
considered perfectly acceptable. 

Instead,, then, of dismissing 
ail this psychic talk as mere silli- 
ness, one might ask what it is 
allowing people to express that 
cannot be expressed in any 
other way. Instead of lumping 
everything from UFO sight- 


of supermarket belief system in 
which one picks n’ mixes? A bit 
of Buddhism there, a little 
Occult here, a sprinkle of old- 
fashioned spiritualism there? 
Well, yes it does and a visit to 
any primary school will show 
that much of what is done in the 
nam e of multi-culturalism does 
more or less tbe same thing. - 
The objection against the 


All this psychic talk is more than mere silliness. 
Instead we should ask what it is allowing people to 
express that cannot be expressed in any other way 


precariously between taunting 
her and tempting her. So it is 
presumed that psychics are 
barmy and not to be taken seri- 
ously, at the same time as 
wheeling in armies of “psychic 
experts" to give their verdicts 
on her new relationship. Most 
of these women say the same 
thing: that Di and Dodi will 
have a fling, maybe even many 
but that it won’t last - on the 
grounds that he is a playboy and 
she is too manipulative. Their 
general conclusion is that they 
are both in the relationship for 
the wrong reasons. Now 
whether this is psychic premo- 
nition or common sense, the 
use of psychic experts enables 
an entirety emotional discourse 
about the whole affair that by- 
passes any need for fact 
I predict that psychic experts 
will be increasingly used to 
commentate in this way, as they 
can drive a story forward by 
mere speculation. Indeed the 
media is foil of people paid to 
speculate over our political and 
economic futures, the best of 


ings to spiritualism to Reiki 
healing together, one might 
begin a critical assessment of all 
these different belief systems. 
The boundaries between the 
mainstream and alternative 
world are now very blurred. For 
instance, acupuncture, which 
was once considered beyond 
the pale, is now used by NHS 
practitioners. This is serious 
stuff because we are talking 
about employing an entirety 
different model of under- 
standing the way that the 
human body works that centres 
on energy flows. On which side 
then of the rational versus irra- 
tional divide does something 
like acupuncture sit? 

It is also probably true to say 
that more of us now believe in 
the existence of life on other 
planets than believe thaL there 
should be a monarchy. Is this to 
be taken as a sign of findcsii- 
de hysteria or extreme irration- 
ality? Does the end of organ- 
ised religion automatically 
mean the kind of spiritual frag- 
mentation that presents a kind 


likes of Diana Is that she is a 
rich woman with too much time 
and not enough brains who 
simply buys into whatever cult 
or therapy or quasi-spiritual 
experience is on offer. Yet this 
is to underestimate the real 
quest for some form of experi- 
ence or faith, even, that is going 
on for people from all walks of 
life. We still have faith in faith 
even if we are not sure which 
one. Some of these dabblings 
are for pure entertainment, 
some are the result of grief, 
some may do more harm than 
good, some may be genuinety 
helpfuL There exists a whole 
world out there which seeks 
connection with others, with 
aliens, with the dead, with 


nature, with gods of all descrip- 
tions. Some of these dabblers 
appear quite normal, and they 
live among us. 

Arc all of them as insane, us 
daft, as hysterical, as lost, as 
dotty as Di? Quite possibly. 
Yet the imprecise Gaia-inspired 
ramblings of an eco- warrior co- 
exist with the Blairite Families 
R' Us version of Christianity. 
This is part of the way we live 
now, why pretend otherwise? 
The real alternative is funda- 
mentalism of the worst sort. I 
find pink-slippered psychic Rita 
no less credible or sinister than 
Charles’s shadowy group of 
advisers. As we know, bad 
advice is not the prerogative of 
those claiming psychic powers. 

Diana’s iconic value, as she 
intuitively realises, is to sym- 
bolise pure emotion. If we were 
honest with ourselves we should 
admit that we don’t want her to 
act rationally; w? want her there 
to feel and Viy and touch. Her 
psychic pursuits push her fur- 
ther into this weird and largely 
feminine world of intuition. We 
can if we like choose to deny the 
existence of this weird and 
wacky world and feel smugly 
superior that we know better. 
The truth is not out there, we 
say confidently as we locale it 
firmly in the realm of the logi- 
cal, the coherent, the non-con- 
tradictoty. But the truth is also 
that as we dose our minds, our 
hearts continue to rebel. 


A Bennett sketch without the gags 
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could say the same about the pas- 
sengers. Not too badly, of course, is 
relative. Most of the trains turn up, 
eventually. And, given the perambu- 
latoty nature of my journey, punctu- 
ality is not of the essence. 

The same could not be said of the 
boat train service to Belfast Harbour. 
It was already 25 minutes late when 
I joined it at Preston, having been 
delayed in Manchester by a broken- 
down engine. This was not a pie^® 
information I obtained from. “Keith, 
your Virgin West Coast senior con- 
ductor”, despite his frequent point- 
less public address announcements, 
but rather from a resigned South 
African passenger who had sat 
through the hold-up. But Keith I 
assumeitwas him, though be did not 
keep inserting his name into his con- 
versation in the flesh as he hadcvn*e 

public address 

interrupted his conduct^ 

through the carriages, foathe would 
phone ahead to the boat-tram 

“He^dBut they. let it go just 
before we got to Carlisle. w 
“It went two minutes ago. sauia 
helpful chap on the platform. Why. 

^Mfr I Rwkfis, the station iMnager, 

knew. “The train to Stranraer * aSccH 

Rail service. You came > on ■ ^ 
one. ScotRan won’t 
£25 a minute it costs rf they 
in the station than they 
You’ll have to get the local 
Dumfries where the£U toy on a to 
“Wfe do it all the time, the dnyer 
of the coach told me. 

at least to hire the wach 

70-mile journey, be said- But then 


Scot Rail wouldn’t have to pay thaL 
It would be Virgin. 

It is but one of the joys of the de- 
nationalised railways. Earlier the new 
unco-ordinated ticketing system had 
tried to force me to travel from 
Cornwall to the Midlands via Lon- 
don, only allowing me to follow a 
much quicker and more direct cross- 
country route when I coughed up an 
extra £18. “It’s two different compa- 
nies, you see," said the ticketing man 
at Ftenzance, as if that constituted a 
justification. 

All of which makes rather galling 
the constant announcements - on 
which the various rail companies do 
seem to manage to find a common 
policy - that “Your next Station Stop 
is Dumfries”, or wherever. Il*s not just 
the tautology that gets to me. It’s the 
phoney personal pronoun with its 
bogus attempt to re-create the sense 
of ownership which privatisation has 
in reality removed. We are not pas- 
sengers, remember, but customers. 

But then perhaps the awful British 
public deserves no better. Tha veiling 
m an open-plan railway carriage rein- 
forces what an inconsiderate bunch 
of individuals we have become under 
the influence of onr fractured con- 
sumerist culture. 

I don’t just mean the obviously anti- 
social oafs who persist in smoking 
despite signs to the contrary. ("Virgin 
has added to foe confusion by remov- 
ing aD foe No Smoking stickers on 
some trains and displaying Smoking 
Permitted signs in a few restricted 
areas instead.) I mean the women 
who insist on applying pungent nail 
varnish at foe adjoining table. Or the 
dull-faced parents who, having 
brought nothing to entertain thdr on- 
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-disciplined children treat the tram 





as if it were an adventure playground. 

There is something peculiarly 
British about this ability to insist on 
individualism in foe face of a com- 
mon experience. It is as if we feel we 
can shrink into some carapace and 
render ourselves private in public. 
Nose-pickers do it in cars. Eaters do 
it on trains. 

Of course there are those who are 
insolent about inflicting foe smell of 
their noisome cheeseburger on foe 
rest of foe carriage. And there are 
those who seem to regard eating as 
a performance art - like foe North 
country pensioners who sat opposite 
me ana produced items from their 
M&S food bag with the exaggerated 
gasps and flourishes of some pan- 
tomime conjurer and his ageing 
assistant. “A chocolate mouse loose 
about foe hoose," foe dotard 
boomed idiotically. And on be wenL 
It was like an Alan Bennett sketch 
without the gags. 

But most passengers perform an 
intensely privatised eating ritual, as 
if foeir Tupperware and Thermoses 
and sandwiches in tinfoil were sacred 
objects, and foeir eating a private 
Mass visible only to them and their 
Creator. 

Not that train travellers are any- 
thing like bus passengers. Anyone 
who suspects that class distinctions 
are fading in Britain today should 
take a cross-country bus. They leave 
still from dismal depots surrounded 
tty shabby caffs, discount shops and 
amusement arcades. They are places 
of cheap dothes, cigarette smoke and 
. pinched faces which look up from the 
Daily Sport - Spice Giris naked: 
exclusive pix - to glance suspiciously 
from the plate-glass windows as the 
departing vehicles lurch forwards 
with a nose like the protest a bull 
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makes when it is pulled by its nose. 

Or wait with foe workmen before 
7am, as I did one morning, at a bus- 
stop in a small Northern town. It 
came 25 minutes late. But they said 
nothing, apart from grunting that it 
was often so. There was no informa- 
tion. No one to complain to. Noth- 
ing to be done. It was like a symbol 
of foe disempowerment of the 
unskilled classes which foe modem 
world hides from us most of foe time. 

It is a construcL for there is noth- 
ing intrinsically inferior about trav- 
elling by bus. Indeed there is a 
romance about taking a double- 
decker that lurches through foe rural 
landscape, offering a peek behind 
high hedges on grassy banks topped 
with bursts of yellow gorse and dog 
roses. From foe vantage point of foe 
upper deck, with its antiquated ciga- 
rette stubber on foe seat in front, you 
could see into (daces hidden from foe 
car or train - houses, farmyards, a 
man asleep in a field with his roll-up 
tin by his head. And buses leave foe 
main road, making detours to add as 
many villages as possible to their 
route, offering foe traveller a tour of 
foe places of no consequence which 
make up foe fascinating fabric of 
ordinary life. 

The coach to Stranraer made no 
such concessions. It drove straight 
and fast across foe peninsula, past 
undulating Galloway fields plagued 
with rabbits, and along by foe salt fiats 
and glinting silvery waters of foe shal- 
low estuary where a lonely heron 
stood sentinel The train, it tran- 
spired, takes a much more circuitous 
route, looping north almost to Glas- 
gow. With grim satisfaction 1 noted 
we had beaten it by half an hour. 

Next Tuesday: Belfast 
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Cathy Newman 

Ulster Television, one of the few 
remaining independent ITV 
companies, looked increasingly 
vulnerable to a takeover last 
night after Scottish Media 
Group bought a 13.1 per cent 
slate yesterday and said it could 
not rule out a full bid. 

Andrew Flanagan, managing 
director of Scottish, said last 
night: “No company in its right 
mind would say never [to a full 
bid], because you don’t know 


what the drcumstances would 
be in the future." 

Under Takeover Panel rules. 
Scottish is forbidden fr o m buy- 
ing Ulster outright within three 
to six months. However, Scot- 
tish could increase its stake in 
the group -to 20 per cent in a 
week’s time, and up to 30 per 
cent the week after that. Mr Fla- 
nagan said that if the price was 
right and the stock was avail- 
able, Scottish would consider in- 
creasing its state to the 30 per 
cent limit 


Mr Flanagan said that Scot- 
tish, which has just bought 
Grampian Television for £105m, 
shared a view with Ulster that 
the regional identity of ITV 
should be preserved. He 
strongly disagreed with the 
opinion of Gerry Robinson, 
chairman of Granada Group, 
that all ITV should and would 
be owned by one company 
within a decade. 

The closer involvement be- 
tween the two companies also 
made sense. Mr Flanagan said. 


as advertising sales for both 
were handled by TSMS. 

Mr Flanagan also implied 
that the -purchase - “well- 
planned over a number of 
weeks", and taking Scottish’s 
stake in Ulster to almost 15 per 
cent - was in part a defensive 
move against the three big ITV 
players, Carlton Communica- 
tions, Granada Group, and 
United News & Media. He 
added: *Tbe issue in ITV is that 
with Granada, Carlton and 
United, you need more weight.” 


Orange to accelerate 
£ 800 m spending plan 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Orange, the UK’s newest mo- 
bile phone network, yesterday 
unveiled ambitious plans to 
double its investment pro- 
gramme, spending an extra 
£400m through next year to im- 
prove signal coverage. 

Hans Snook, group manag- 
ing director, claimed the move, 
which would raise Orange's in- 
vestment to £800m between 
now and early 1999, would re- 
move the biggest barrier to ex- 
panding British mobile phone 
ownership. He said research had 
shown 58 per cent of customers 
who left mobile networks did so 
because of weak signal strength. 

Mr Snook claimed the accel- 
erated investment programme, 
bringing forward spending orig- 
inally scheduled for 2000 and be- 
yond, would leapfrog expansion 
plans from Vodafone, Celiner 
and One 2 One: “The primary 
factor that raises satisfaction is 
not price, it’s coverage. We in- 
tend to set the agenda for the 
wire-free future.” 

He also unveiled plans for 
new services, including a high- 
speed data offering to allow cus- 
tomers to access the Internet 
and mobile handsets to replace 
telephone extensions in offices. 
Orange is also working with a 
UK university to develop a mo- 
bile phone which can send tele- 
vision pictures. 

The UK mobile phone mar- 
ket has become increasingly 
competitive over the past year as 
the four operators have stepped 
up advertising campaigns. But 
subscriber growth in recent 
months has been more modest, 
particularly for market leaders 
Vodafone and Cellnet, as cus- 
tomers have left the networks. 
UK mobile phone ownership, at 
13 percent of the population, re- 
mains well below the 25 per cent 
and above in Scandinavia. 



Hans Snook (left) and Graham Howe, Orange finance director Photograph: Marina I m peri 


The spending will increase 
the number of Orange signal 
stations from 2,900 to 6,000, fill- 
ing in gaps between building? in 
urban areas and improving cov- 
erage in the countryside. 

Orange said it would rate its 
coverage from 95 per cent of the 
UK population to 98 per cent. 
By the end of 2001 the company 
said it aimed to have 10.000 base 
stations. 

The company indicated it 
intended to build the new sites 


more quickly to avoid potential 
conflicts with the Department 
of Trade and Industry, Much has 
become concerned at their en- 
vironmental impact Orange is 
experimenting with base stations 
disguised as trees, though so far 
only two are operational. 

Mr Snook said the invest- 
ment, which would take Or- 
ange's total spending to more 
than £1.6bn, would be financed 
out of the group’s existing re- 
sources. However the group is 


Northern Ireland watchdog set 
to refer generators to MMC 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The Northern Ireland electric- 
ity regulator looks set to refer 
the three generating companies 
in the province to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commission 
before the autumn, in a long- 
running dispute over power 
prices. 

Independent research into 
the £300m generation market by 
the consultancy group London 
Economics was delivered to 
the regulator, Douglas Mcll- 
doon. on Monday. 

The document, commis- 
sioned by the Northern Ireland 
power watchdog, Ofreg, looked 
at the suggestions put forward 
by the generators which they 
hoped could avert an MMC 
referral. 

Charles Coullhard, the 
deputy electricity regulator, de- 


clined to comment on the like- 
lihood of a referral. However, 
the offers of power price cuts 
are not thought sufficient to sat- 
isfy Ofreg. 

Mr Coulthard said: “The re- 
port will give us a clear indica- 
tion in policy terms. Douglas will 
then have to decide whether to 
refer the generators to the 
MMC. If we can get a solution, 
Douglas may accept it.” 

It would be the second MMC 
investigation into the Northern 
Ireland power market, where 
average domestic bills of 
around £320 are almost 20 per 
cent higher than in the rest of 
the UK Northern Ireland Elec- 
tricity (NIE) is locked in a dis- 
pute with Mr Mclldoon 
following an MMC probe into 
transmission and distribution 
price controls. 

In a controversial move Mr 
Mclldoon has rejected the 


MMC’s recommendations, 
which would cut NIE's rev- 
enues by 25 per cent, as tod 
lenient He has instead pro- 
posed a cut of 29 percent, open- 
ing a debate about the powers 
of utility regulators. 

The London Economics 
report calculated the potential 
savings from changes to the gen- 
eration market which accounts 
for about 60 per cent of do- 
mestic bills. 

Three companies took over 
the four power stations in the 
province at privatisation in 
1992. 

They include Premier, owned 
by BG. which operates the 
1,000 megawatt Ballyiumford 
power station. 

One suggestion was to reform 
the wholesale power market by 
allowing large industrial cus- 
tomers to negotiate direct con- 
tracts with the generators. 


Ulster, Border Television and 
Channel Islands Communica- 
tions are the last three inde- 
pendent ITV companies, after 
a frenzy of consolidation in re- 
cent months. Border was, until 
yesterday, seen as a more likely 
takeover target for Scottish be- 
cause of the sensitive political 
situation in Northern Ireland. 

However, Mr Flanagan said 
yesterday: “I’m not quite sure 
where die politics gets into 
this. Lots of companies invest 
in Northern Ireland; I don’t see 


what is different about us m- 
vesting in Northern Ireland,” 

He added that Ulster was a 
more appealing investment 
than Border because of its size 
and “economic performance”. 
Mr Flanagan said Border was 
“not the most attractive com- 
pany on the ITV scene". 

Analysts said the investment 
by Scottish marie sense, and one 
commented that a takeover 
was “inevitable". However, an- 
other said a potential merger 
was worrying from a regulatory 
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negotiating with its banters to 
refinance its £1 -2bn of borrow- 
ings at a lower interest rate, 
reflecting the company's im- 
proving financial performance. 

So ran- £870m of the feriHly has 
been drawn down, with £330m 
left for future projects. The 
loans are about 1.5 percentage 
points above short-term money- 
market interest rates. 

Mr Snook said recent rises in 
interest rates would not make 
it harder for Orange to fund its 


investment “We’re very well 
hedged into the future on in- 
terest rates and the fact that we 
may negotiate a larger borrow- 
ing faeffity doesn’t mean it’ll cost 
it more unless we draw od it" 

Analysts yesterday welcomed 
the plans, but warned that the 
interest rate hikes made it hard- 
er to put a value on the group. 

Orange shares, which rose 
8.5p yesterday to 220-5p, have 
underperformed the stock mar- 
ket by 30 per cent since the 


US growth sedate 
and inflation in check 


Under the present system all 
users have to buy their electricity 
from NIE, which has inflation- 
proof contracts with the gen- 
erators lasting until 2010. 

Generation charges in North- 
ern Ireland of 4.2p a unit are 
much higher than in the UK 
Ofreg has aimed to reduce the 
cost to 3-5p, while the London 
Economics calculations sug- 
gest the generators’ own 
schemes would cut prices by up 
to 3.6p, though some of the sav- 
ings could be much smaller. 

Mr McDdoon’s predecessor 
had hoped to introduce a trad- 
ing market for wholesale pow- 
er in Northern Ireland, similar 
to the Electricity Pool in Eng- 
land and Wales, but the initia- 
tive was abandoned as too 
complex. 

Another idea from the gen- 
erators was to invest in more 
efficient power plants. 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

US consumer prices are rising 
at their slowest rate for U 
years, official statistics showed 
yesterday. Government figures 
also showed the American econ- 
omy was growing at a rate that 
meant interest rates were un- 
likely to rise for some time to 
come, analysts predicted! 

Shares and bonds both rose 
in early trading yesterday hi re- 
sponse to the data, which 
prompted one economist to 
say: “When you wrap it aH up, 
all is well on the American 
scene. Growth is sedate and in- 
flation is very much in check.” 

The consumer price index 
ruse 0l2 per cent in July, the La- 
bor Department said. Rises in 
food, housing and transport 
costs marginally outpaced a de- 
cline in energy costs and the 
first monthly foil in the price of 
healthcare for almost 22 years. 


Financial Journal 
? of the Year 


point of view, as Scottifit was de- 
veloping a “strong regional mo- 
nopofy*.- 

^Fbr some reason the regu- 
latory authorities are letting 
them,” the analyst added. As 
wefr as having control over the 
Scottish and Grampian ITV 
franchises, the company also 
owns the ffemld and Evening 
Times in Glasgow. . 

Mr Flanagan dismissed mik 
of regulatory concerns, saying 
that if Scottish were to take over 
Ulster it would have only a 4 per 
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flotation in March 1996 at 2Q5p 
a share. 

Jim McCafferfy, from stock- 
brokers ABN Amro HoareGov- 
ett, sai± “Tie management at 
Orange is very credible, but the 
higher interest rate environ- 
ment could put the com pan y’s 
valuation under pressure." 

Orange shares were also 
boosted by figures from the 
company showing a 13 per cent 
surge in average annual revenue 
per customer to £500. Its sub- 
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Virtual banking 


Conference caHng 
for up to six people 
. at one tune 


. Roaming phones 
con n ected to office 


switchboards 


Link-up with high-speed 
tfgftai data service (ISDN) 


scriber base grew by 195,000 in 
the first half of the year, giving 
it 35 percent of the increase in 
the market. Last month Orange 
signed up its millionth cus- 
tomer, raising its overall mar- 
ket share to L3 .3 percent. 

Orange yesterday revealed a 
41 per cent drop in losses in the 
first half of the year, to £74m, 
with turnover up 67 per cent to 
£427m. The group repeated its 
forecast that it would become 
profitable in 1999. 


cent audience share by contrast 
with Granada’s 12 P 
since its acquisition qt YO ]>‘ 
shhe-Tyne Tees Tele^ioo-No 

one company can, under current 

legislation, own more than 1- 
per cent of the audience share. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, consolidation oi the 1 1 v 
network has gathered speed. , 
with United News & Media \ 
snapping up HTV; Granada 
buying Yorkshire: and Scottish 
purchasing Grampian. 

Comment, page 17 

Albert 
Fisher 
calls off 
bid talks 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Albert Fisher, the struggling 
food group, stunned share- 
holders yesterday when it 
anno unced it had terminated 
taiw that could have led to a 
takeover of the company. 

Though Albert Fisher had 
□ever disclosed the identity of 
the Udder die market had al- 
ways assumed it was American 
banana group Chiquita. The 
talks, which were first revealed 
in June, are understood too 
have foundered on disagree- 
ments over the price Chiquita 
was willing to pay. Conse- 
quently, Albert Fisher said it 
had not felt able to recommend 
the offer to shareholders. 

Albert Fisher shares slumped 
4.75p to 38.75p on the news as 
analysts rushed to downgrade 
their profit forecasts and break- 
up values of the sprawling 
group run by Stephen Walls. 

The company said it has 
completed a review of its 
strategy, though it will not an- 
nounce the details until later this 
month. It is expected to sell iLs 
seafood business, which is 
thought to be worth around 
£90m. The proceeds will fund 
a share buy-back or special div- 
idend worth more than £!00m. 
Other peripheral businesses 
are also expected to be sold. 

Analysts said the disposal of 
the volatile seafood business, 
which has been hit recently by 
poor cockle harvests, would 
make the group a more attrac- 
tive break-up target. Analysts 
are pencilling a possible break- 
up value of 47p per share. Most 
say a takeover of the whole 
group is unlikely as Albert Fis- 
her retains too many poor busi- 
nesses in commodity markets. 

One food analyst said: “It's 
very disappointing. We were 
hoping this company's days 
were numbered.” 


The rise in consumer prices 
was up from June’s 0.1 per coat, 
but It left the increase for file 
first seven months of the year 
at just 125 per cent, less than 
half the rate of growth record- 
ed in 1996. 

Separately, industrial pro- 
duction skewed to a 022 per cent 
increase in July from June’s 03 
pa- emit rise. The foil followed 
figures earlier in the week 
stewing producer prices foiling 
for the seventh month in suc- 
cession, the first time that had 
happened since 193L 

The pressure on interest 
rates was also eaised by a large 
build-up in inventories, which 
rose in June for the sixth con- 
secutive mouth. 

T1»e 6.7 per cent increase was 
the largest rise since April 
1995 and is expected to lead to 
a slowing in economic activity 
in die second half oT the year as 
unsold goods are pushed 
through the system. 


Couple settle 
legal battle 
with Lloyds 



Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

A couple who successfully sued 
Lloyds Bank for negligence af- 
ter a failed property develop- 
mentlost them money claimed 
yesterday to have won the final 
round of a seven-year legal 
battle. Julia Verify and Richard 
Spindler, who made legal his- 
tory when the High Court ruled 
against Lloyds two years ago, 
said yesterday they had settled 
out of court a counter-claim by 
the bank. 

The couple, an acupuncturist 
and teacher who already owned 
two houses when they took out 
a mortgage at the height of the 
late 1980s property boom, were 
awarded £77300 damages in 
September 1995. The court 
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in advising them to buy a third 
property with a view to reno- 
vating ft just before the housing 
market crashed. 

They then faced bankruptcy 
six months later when, in a sep- 
arate case, Lloyds was success- 
ful m a counter-claim against 
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after they had failed to service 
the debt on the investment 
property. The award included 
the outstanding loan on the 
property and other business 
and personal loans they had 
taken out with Lloyds. 

. The settlement announced 
yesterday followed an appeal by 
the couple against the counter- 
claim on the baas that the orig- 
inal £77,500 award had been 
incorrectly calculated. Specifi- 
cally, they said, it did not take 
into account a loss incurred by 


the couple when they sold one 
of their two existing properties 
to help pay their losses. 

They said yesterday: “The 
overall effect of the two High 
Court judgments was that we 
owed the bank more money de- 
spite having proved that the 
bank's advice was negligent.” 

The settlement is understood 
to have drawn a line under the 
remaining debt owed by the 
couple to Lloyds. They said yes- 
terday: “Wc are very glad and 
relieved that it is all over. It has 
been a long, arduous and per- 
ilous journey through the legal 
process.” 

Lloyds Bank, which admitted 
it was constrained in what it 
could say about the case because 
of client confidentiality agree- 
ments, said: “We are very glad 


have dropped their appeal and 
agreed to an out-of-court 
settlement. The bank has always 
made strenuous efforts to reach 
mi out-of-court settlement with 
the couple." 

Mr Spindler. 38, and Mrs 
Verify, 57, are now understood 


_ o m ncuicy- 

on— Thames but to have decided 
to separate. In a joint statement, 
they added: “It is nine years 
since the negligent advice and 
our lives have been totally dis- 
rupted by being in such insur- 
mountable debt." 

When the first award was 
made against Lloyds there was 
speculation it would open a 
noodgate of claims against 

banks from people who had tak- 
en a gamble on the housing 
market only to see their invest- 
ments turn sour as prices fell. 
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Squeezing Orange until the pips squeak 

I .. .-Minds MmnmnP ihst 2U1C 
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Ajbett' 

* isher 
^talk 


‘Orange is confident 
its balance sheet can 
withstand the 
pressure and points 
to a whole raft of 
reasons why - 35 per 
cent share of new 
subscribers, the 
lowest chum rate, etc 
etc. Why, at this rate, 
rt might even make a 
profit next year' 
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LJans Snook, the roan from Orange, is share of new subscribers, the lowest churn 
Mnn,i n l-«* er *-han most that the rate in the industry, etc etc. Why, at this rate, 
f tlar y J7 >,ic y Committee is right about it might even make a profit next year, 
hr- 1T f C1, ° 11 “ lerea rates because The snag, as Orange tacitly admits, is that 

. ; ,a J £ . en ou ^ an £800m bet on them the mobile phone remains a far from per- 
ymg roughly where they are. feet tool for communication which makes 

. ^“5 a J on S telephone call to the idea of spending large sums to pump 
■*piain ail the details. Suffice it to say that more information down it a doubly risky 
cause of the way Orange’s future cash business. Users do not have to be in the 
ows are valued, high interest rates do Outer Hebrides to find it difficult picking up 
unpleasant things to its share price. a signal. 

Tiii ^ k u ®* ness was floated in March Thai is why Orange is having to double its 
asi year, the shares have underperformed network of base sites at enormous cost just 
e et -V a thumping 30 per cent to increase coverage from 95 to 98 per cent 
in» ' ^ ecau ? c ^.^ , . e s l° w ratcheting up of of the country. Orange says this is a gamble 
interest rates). This is despite the company worth taking since its research shows that 

naving met all its internal targets for con- more people arc switched off mobiles by 

1,6 rcvcn V cs “uhurn rates’', the their poor coverage than their cost, 
mobile industry s explanation of what hap- Time will tell. Orange's low churn rate 
pens when the Gist bill hits the doormat and partly reflects the fact that a larger number 
the customer unplugs his telephone. of its customers are still awaiting the chance 

Now, however. Orange is ga mb li n g the to churn. The pips could really begin to 
snare price and the rest of the farm on a squeeze then, 
huge expansion in both its services and net- 
work coverage which will involve bringing 0 , , , . 

forward £4U0m worth of investment origi- 03.ITI6 Old StOry £Kl 

nally scheduled for the next centuiy. Stand AlhArf Ficl^Ar 

by for narrow band TV, video telephony, - ajuerL r IBI,er 
home shopping and even virtual banking, all A lbert Fisher has been a whopping dis- 
downloaded via your mobile. Soon they will ./^appointment of a business and even now 
have to have whole trains for mobile phone is being denied a swift and relatively pain- 
users. not just separate carriages. less death. Its mystery bidder has scarpered. 

Orange is confident its balance sheet can frightened no doubt by some of the horrors 
withstand the pressure and points to a in the portfolio such as cockle collecting and 
whole raft of reasons why - a 35 per cent halibut filleting. 


So we are back to the same old story, col- 
lapsing share price, analysis reigning back 
forecasts, investors wondering why they 
bother holding the stock. Vet as this woefully 
underperforming business limps on there is 
talk that its chairman, Stephen Walk, is look- 
ing for a better job more commensurate with 
his abilities. If true, this is a bit rich. Since 
he was appointed non-cxccutive chairman 
in July 1992 the shares have under-per- 
formed the FT All Share by a thumping 70 
per cent. In that time profits of £21.5m have 
been transformed into losses of £1 10m last 
year. Margins are a pitiful 3 per cent. 

A takeover would have secured a spectac- 
ular hat-trick of pay-offs for Mr Walls after 
hitting the jackpot at Plcssey and Arjo Wig- 
gins Appleton. It is true that Mr Walls inher- 
ited a lag bag of low- margin food businesses 
spread across too many geographical areas. 
The criticism is that after five years in the post 
he has only succeeded in turning it into, well, 
a rag bag of low-margin businesses, spread 
across too many geographical areas. It is none 
too impressive. Before Mr WhUs next jumps . 
ship for another job, be should concentrate 
on making a better fist of the one he’s got. | 

Scottish is right to 
bang its own drum 

A s fast as Gerry Robinson talks ITV into 
consolidating into one company, Gus 
MacDonald is erecting barbed wire around 


UK Celtic «**< £££3“ thi “ anOUKr " d 
latest foray - Scottish Media Group s pur- DBll “ 

chase of a 14.9 per cent stake in Ulster Tele- ' , . 

vision - is designed to cement the finks Q| a <| £o see the baCK 

between those ITV companies who think that Tl - j Rfrtiard 

the future lies in regional diversity, not con- of Julia and KICnaTU 
soli da lion into one homogenised cha^eL ^ ho us jng market threatens to 

Of course Scottish has its own self-rater- ' / blasl from the past to 

est at heart. It already owns Grampiaa^d, ^^ ) ^ kweartIl .R e mem&Ju- 

al though its says it is not “teresiecl m Boi- Richard Spindler, the odd cou- 

der, the more franchises it can bolt on the ua ven«y mortflaee with Lloyds 

more difficult it will be for one Slinking the housing market was a one-way 

three to swallow Scottish without bumping thudongm surprise, surprise, 

-srsM ssrsfs ^ *. 

drum for independence and diversity m ^he tack with the thrilling news 

^a3S3sasa« bSb.x'&s 

feaanl evidence that nroeramming for a draw. Nol quite a draw actually srnce 

^SSdSS 

b T£sSSHSSS^Ih Stheftnther SS a resolve and deteremnarion 
awav viewers from the metropolitan that we could not have rained we had in 

influences of London the less they watch a us, trills theu pr^s release, 
single national channel such as BBC, pre- BuUyfor *e^Fbr there^of^ the banks 
ferrinc instead to tune into local ITV. Scot- and building societies ertune to value 
Lisfa and Ulster also get a higher percentage properties veiyconsen/attvetyfor mortgage 
of revenues from local as opposed to purposes, making it difficult for first-tnne 

national advertising because advertisers, buyers to join the market. . 

like viewers, prefer local progra mm in g . In part this is due to theur . - 

This will not deter Granada’s Mr Robin- the Bees of Julia and Richard. Lloyds is 
son from talking his book. But as long as Mr surely not the only one to be glad to see the 
MacDonald’s marauding parties are in back of them. 
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Sorrell refuses to 
rule out bid by 
WPP for CIA 
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Cathy Newman 

Speculation intensified yester- 
day that WPP. the world's 
i largest advertising and mar- 
' keting group, could mount a bid 
for CLA, the media buying 
agency, after Martin Sorrell, 
WPP’s chief executive, refused 
to rule out such a move. 

WPP bought a 13 per cent 
slake in the group in June, al- 
though it is prevented from 
launching a bid within a year. 

City analysts said CIA was 
looking vulnerable, but added 
that a hostile takeover was out 
of the question as the agency’s 
directors and employees owned 
almost 40 per cent of the shares. 

Mr Sorrell also appeared to 
veto breaking up WPP. an idea 
he is believed to have con- 
sidered earlier this year. 

"Wc arc seeking to make the 
sura of the group's parts greater 
than the individual businesses,” 
he said. 

WPP’s interims came in at 
the top end of analysts' expec- 


tations. However, worries over 
the strength of sterling sent 
shares tumbling 7p to 266.5p in 
morning trading, although the 
stock recovered to close at 
270p. 

The share price fall could 
threaten Mr Sorrell's pay-out 
under a controversial incen- 
tive scheme. He stands to gain 
shares worth £3m if the stock re- 
mains over the 26 5p “trigger”, 
reached last week, for 60 days. 

Under the five-year scheme, 
Mr Sorrell could earn a total of 
£28m, including annual salary, 
bonuses and pension payments, 
if the share price reaches and 
maintains each target for 60 
days. 

Unveiling a 15 per cent in- 
crease in interim profits before 
tax to £783ra, Mr Sorrell ad- 
mitted the company had put in 
a good performance, but raid he 
was never happy and there was 
always more to achieve. 

Mr Sorrell warned that the 
group still needed to co-ordi- 
nate its operations more effec- 


tively across the globe. “We have 
tremendous knowledge assets 
within the group that we are still 
failing to harness sufficiently,” 
he said. 

Mr Sorrell added that further 
co-operation was needed with- 
in the company's media buying 
and research divisions. 

WPP’s advertising agencies, 
J Walter Thompson and Ogilvy 
<& Mather, were looking at 
merging their media buying 
and planning departments, he 
said. 

Further small acquisitions 
remain likely and the announc- 
ement of a market research 
joint venture in China is ex- 
pected imminently. 

Emerging markets such as 
Asia-Pacific and Latin Am- 
erica were the most likely areas 
for future expansion, the 
company said. 

WPP has bought back £22m 
worth of shares this year and Mr 
Sorrell said that a similar buy- 
back was “highly possible” next 
year. 



Freepages on 
upward turn 


Ronald Zimet: Freepages denied lasting damage resulting from his resignation Photograph: FT 


John Wilicock 

Freepages, the AIM- listed 
telephone information service, 
whose shares were hit when for- 
mer chairman Ronald Zimet be- 
came embroiled with Andrew 
Regan’s failed attempt to take 
over the Co-op, reduced Hs 
losses in the third quarter of this 
year and appointed Cazenove as 
joint brokers to the company. 

The appointment of Cazen- 
ove, one of the most blue blood- 
ed of Gty firms, to operate 
alongside brokers Collins Stew- 
art, was seen by observers as a 
significant step by Freepages 
away from the various contro- 
versies which have hit it this year. 

When asked whether Mr 
Tim er's resignation had done 
any - lasting ' damage to Free- 
pages, chief executive Robert 
Bonnier s^id: “No, I don't think 
so. Robert had no operational 
role in the company. He was 
chairman and that’s aJL We have 
a highly talented team here who 
continue to deliver good results.” 

Mr Zimet resigned from 
freepages after failing to answer 
questions about a £2.4m pay- 
ment he received from Andrew 
Regan’s Hobson group two 
years ago, a payment for help- 
ing to negotiate an extended sup- 


ply agreement with the Co-op. 

Mr Zimet was replaced by 
Dick Eykel, 56, a non-executive 
director with Freepages since 
December. The payment to 
Mi Zimet's British Virgin 
Islands-based Trellis Inter- 
national was one of the issues 
the Co-op used to discredit Mr 
Regan's £1.2bn bid. 

Freepages yesterday reported 
a pre-tax loss for the third quar- 
ter to June of £238m against a 
loss of £L596m for the same 
period last year, with a loss per 
share of 0.81 pence (0.49p). The 
shares rase L5p yesterday to 38p- 

The company provides phone 
callers with information on 
services in their locality, and 
receives fees from the local 
businesses that pay to be listed 
on its books. 

Mr Bonnier says be expects 
the company's UK operations 
to break into profit “in the 
latter part of the next financial 
year”. The overseas businesses, 
in particular the joint venture 
with VNU, would take longer 
to break even, he added 

Yesterday Mr Eykel said 
freepages’ compounded rev- 
enue growth rate during the first 
three-quarters of its 1996/97 
financial year has been more 
than 32 per cent. 


Maid seeks role in digital TV revolution 
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Cathy Newman 

Maid, the electronic informa- 
tion group. Is aiming for a slice 
of the action in the digital tele- 
vision revolution by talking to 
key broadcasters about provid- 
ing them with its software which 
is designed to sort and manage 
information. 

The company is understood 
to have been in touch with the 
big players in the digital televi- 
sion industry, including British 
Interactive Broadcasting, the in- 
teractive television company 
owned by BSkyB, BT. Mat- 
sushita and Midland Bank. 
Maid hopes broadcasters will 


use its InfoSort search tech- 
nology 1° enable consumers to 
sort and personalise information 
in an interactive environment 
InfoSort is an automated search 
system that files and organises 
materia] online. 

BIB, formed earlier this year, 
will allow viewers to access and 
use a variety of services in- 
cluding home- shopping, bank- 
ing and leisure activities. 

Dan Wagner, the company's 
founder and chief executive, 
announced results for the six 
months to the end of June 
roughly in line with expecta- 
tions. Maid reported a pre-tax 
profit of £2m against a loss of 


£3.9m the year before. Howev- 
er, the figures were flattered by 
the sale of a hotel Internet 
business to the US Internet ac- 
cess provider, 4th Communi- 
cations Network. 

Excluding exceptional cred- 
its, Maid made a pre-tax loss of 
£1.7m, although Mr Wagner 
said the company was still on 
track to make a genuine profit 
for the full year “The trend con- 
tinues in the right direction to- 
wards profitability,” he added. 

Mr Wagner, who has an 18 
per cent stake in the company, 
added that Maid would con- 
tinue with its strategy of form- 
ing alliances with big players 


such as Microsoft and Com- 
1 puServe to “dominate the mar- 
ket for retrieval of electronic 
business”. 

A product developed by 
Maid for CompuServe in the 
US, which gives the business 
community stock prices and 
company profiles, would be 
launched in the UK later this 
year, the company said. More 
details of a project with IBM are 
also due to be announced in the 
next few months. 

Shares in Maid fell 5.5p to 
close at 2095p, in part as a re- 
sponse to analysts' concerns 
that the churn rate - when cus- 
tomers fail to renew subscrip- 


tions - had gone up. One ana- 
lyst said that while joint ventures 
were picking up, the core busi- 
ness was losing momentum. 

Maid announced that it had 
acquired a 70 per cent slake in 
Muscat, a company which owns 
information retrieval technol- 
ogy. for £5.6m. 

Muscat, based in Cambridge, 
will enable Maid's InfoSort 
technology to be installed on 
personal computers, ami will en- 
hance searching capabilities for 
a variety of Maid products. 
Muscat’s cheats include Vir- 
gin.Net, Cascade Systems, the 
BBC and Reuters. 


Independent advisers’ network 
fined £100,000 over pension sales 


Nic Cicutti 

F^rsonal Finance Editor 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority, the financial regulator, 
yesterday underlined its aim of 
speeding up the payment of 
compensation to victims of the 
pensions mis- selling scandal by 
announcing a fine of £100.000 
against M&E, a network of in- 
dependent advisers, over its 
failures to act more swiftly. 

M&E was also ordered to ray 
a further £25,000 in costs. The 
fine, first revealed in The Inde- 
pendent last month, is the 


largest to be imposed so for, 
although a larger one against 
DBS, another network, is ex- 
pected to be announced soon. 

The PIA said the fine was im- 
posed after a visit by its moni- 
toring team to the firm's Leeds 
office last year showed M&E 
had delayed contacting diems 
who were potentially mis-sold 
a pension. This, the regulator 
said, was a “serious failure”. 

Barry Kayes, chairman of 
M&E Network, which repre- 
sents 646 advisers working for 
some 325 firms throughout the 
UK, said he was “disappointed” 


at the scale of the penalty. 

It had been imposed not be- 
cause of any serious mis- selling 
by his group's members but 
through the refusal of the com- 
pany’s indemnity insurers to 
permit letters to be sent to 
those eligible for a review. 

The firm had identified 368 
mis-seJIing review cases and 
completed assessments on 309, 
of which only two required 
compensation. 

M&E’s penalty follows a 
crackdown by regulators and the 
Government on firms involved 
in the mis -selling scandal. 



A believer in permanent evolution, not revolution 


The Trap: to continue to do the same 
thing and expect a different outcome. 
This little homily, the sort one might 
expect from a set of management con- 
sultants, sits on John Castle’s mantel- 
piece at the elegant Mayfair offices of 
Tkylor Woodrow. It is not a motto, Mr 
Castle insists, but three months into 
his new role as chief executive of the 
construction to property group, it is 
clearly a trap he hopes to avoid. 

He certainly has a hard act to fol- 
low. Colin Parsons, Thyior Woodrow’s 
executive chairman, has built up a for- 
midable reputation daring his tenure, 
knocking into shape a group which ^ was 
in crisis when he arrived from running 
its Canadian operations in 1992. In five 
years, Mr Faisons has turned a £94m 
loss into profits last year of £67m and 
has overseen a share price which has 
more than doubled. It is an impressive 
turnaround in an industry which has 
been under the cosh. Even so, given 
that the group is still malting meagre 
net returns - less than 6 percent on 
sales of £I-2bn last year - there is 
clearly more for Mr Castle to go at 

His strategy, illustrated by some de- 
ceptively simple management school 
diagrams, is permanent evolution, 
rather than permanent revohitkm. 
There is going to be no reinvention of 
Thylor Woodrow in the way Tarnw. and 


Taylor Woodrowb chief executive says getting out of construction 
would destroy the conglomerate, writes Magnus Grimond 


SEImi* a rareouts.de, al .ayfcr Woodrow 


pinghouse-buudingassete for quarries. 
Although same would characterise^ Thy- 
lor Woodrow as the conglomerate of 


the sector, spanning construction, 
house-building, property and an equip- 
ment sales operation, Mr Castle rays 
he has inherited a strong platform in 
four fairly stable businesses: “There is 
nothing in any of our sectors where we 
say, L God, this is so awful we must close 
it down’.” 

This cautious approach is under- 
standable, given that Mr Casde is a rare 
outrider in a company which normally 
recruits its bosses from within. Indeed, 
three years at the head of Marley in 
the early 1990s is the nearest he has 
been to the building industry, but that 
was tiles and plastic pipes, rather 
than bricks and mortar. Otherwise Mr 
Castle's has been an eclectic career, 
taking in a period in a technology- 
transfer-come-venture-capilal business, 
along with Textron of the US and BP. 

So he arrives without the sentimen- 
tal attachment to construction that 
many in the industry appear to display. 
But even construction, the sick man of 
Britain’s industrial sector, remains 
sacrosanct for Mr Castle. Despite 
years of massive losses or minima] 
profits, he has quickly arrived at the 
conclusion that to get out of con- 
struction would be to destroy Thylor 
Woodrow. “It would be a revokitionaiy 
change. If we were to think about it, it 
would have to be done over a very long 


period of time. I don't see why we 
shouldn't be able to manage con- 
struction just like any other business.” 

He says it most generate value and 
it must not foil foul of the Rolls-Royce 
syndrome - “the view that we are going 
to build the best aero engine, even if 
the company goes bust”. But to many 
outsiders, this will look like a platitude 
to cover the very trap into which the 
whole industry has fallen, with man- 
agements nearly everywhere still wed- 
ded to a barely profitable business 
which is crying out for rationalisation 
and consolidation. 

Under the Castle regime, construc- 
tion will be stripped down and rebuilt 
around its “core body of talent" to 
forge it into a single operation, bring- 
ing together the disparate groupings 
which have grown up over the years. 
Over time, the reliance on the business 
will be diluted, so that in five to 10 yeare 
Taylor Woodrow will be a housing and 
property group that dabbles in con- 
struction. rather than the other way 
round, he says. The hope is that In this 
state, Taylor Woodrow will be able to 
ride the troughs of the industry with- 
out having to resort to marginal busi- 
ness to fQI the gaps, as in the past 
Property is another business which 
does not appear to fit particularly 
well with a trading group such as Tay- 


lor Woodrow. The City measures prop- 
erty companies by their assets ana that 
is difficult when they are mixed in with 
operations judged on earnings. The 
group has been running down the in- 
vestment side of the operation, which 
tends to be asset based, in favour of the 
development ride, where short-term 
profit and loss is more important. 
This evolution wiD be continued by Mr 
Castle, who believes property will con- 
tinue to underpin the group's balance 
sheet, thereby giving hefty financial 
backing to bids lor big construction pro- 
jects and contracts under the Govern- 
ment's Private Finance Initiative (PFI). 

The PFI is something the construc- 
tion industry will have to live with, be 
reckons, and he is encouraged by 
Labour’s enthusiastic adoption of the 
Tory idea. “I’ve been very impressed 
with what they have done. They have 
cracked in on it good and hard and 
picked up on issues which were 
worrying the industry 

Elsewhere, Mr Castle faces fewer 
problems. The house-building ride is 
riding an upswing in two of its markets, 
in the UK and California, even if Aus- 
tralia remains in the doldrums, and 
Greenham Trading, a supplier of 
everything from hard hats to lavatory 
paper, chugs along nicely. Certainty he 
has no illusions that the current 


bousing market buoyancy is anything 
other than a temporary phenomenon 
and that, apart from sales to the over 
60s, this is a market lacking funda- 
mental growth prospects. What he does 
believe is that there is no reason Thy- 
lor Woodrow’s housing arm cannot be 
run with the same focus on shareholder 
value as a specialist house-builder. 

The “tirong up" phase at Taylor 
Wtoodrow wiD be complete within a year, 
Mr Castle believes, with another year 
to see it all shake down. But he recog- 
nises that rationalisation wfl] extend 
beyond the boundaries of the group. 

lb illustrate his point that there are 
too many companies operating in the 
construction industry, he points to the 
fact that Thylor Woodrow, one of the 
largest, has a mere 2 per cent market 
share. The process of consolidation has 
begun, he says, but in the future it is 
more likely to come through changes 
in the way construction is m a naged and 
operated, rather than through reduc- 
tions in the amount of assets deployed. 
Indeed, once some focus has been put 
back into Taylor Woodrow's con- 
struction operation, ft is very likely that 
he will be seeking to take part in the 
consolidation process himself through 
acquisitions. 

But while the City remains 
sceptical about construction, those 
sunlit uplands look some way off. Mr 
Castle may have to deploy his skills 
to their utmost to negotiate the traps 
that lie ahead. 
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F&C sidesteps exchange pains 

The Investment Column 


T he appointment of former Ctian- 
cellor Ken Darke as a non-ex- 
ecutive director of Foreign & 
Colonial Investment Trust rathCT over- 
shadowed its interim results yesterday. 
That was a shame because after a dis- 
mal showing last year, F&C looks bade 
on track. 

Net assets per share in the six 
months to June rose by 16 per cent to 
£2.1bn, or 195.4p a s hare , against an 
8 5 percent rise in the FTSE 100 index. 
A healthy exposure to the buoyant US 
market helped even if. at home, F&Cs 
contrarian, value-based investment 
strategy meant it was underweight in 
the financials and pharmaceuticals 
that drove the Footsie. 

A reflection of that strong asset 
growth was a 14 per cent increase in 
the half-time dividend to 0.8p and a 
final payout of at least 1.65p. A total 
ofZ5p is promised, an 8 per cent rise 
over last year. 

Apart from poor stock selection in 
the UK, the main problem last year was 
F&Cs exposure to the strength of ster- 
ling, common to internationally di- 
versified investment trusts. This time, 
taking out loans in European curren- 
cies allowed F&C to enjoy rising stock 
markets without the pain of exchange 
rate falls. The policy netted £9m. 

Looking forward, F&Cs new man- 
ager, Jeremy Tigue, refuses to be 
pushed off course by last year's poor 
performance and promises to continue 
the strategy that has served investors 
so well over the years. 

The emphasis will be on maintain- 
ing a position in the strong US mar- 
ket. That may make some investors 
nervous but it is probably the right 
approach given the seemingly virtuous 
circle of strong growth and low infla- 
tion characterising that economy. De- 
spite indifferent performance from 
Japan, he is also sticking to that coun- 
try’s world-dass exporting companies. 

He is testing out oew emerging 
markets such as Russia and Romania 
and focusing on Latin America, where 
he sees much better value than in the 
overheated tiger markets of the Far 
East, and on continental Europe, 
where stock markets certainly look 
much better value than the UK. 

Whatever you think of F&C's strat- 
egy, it is hard to argue with its long- 
term performance. Between 1945 and 
the end of last year, £1,000 invested in 
Foreign & Colonial, with net income 
reinvested, grew to be worth almost 
flm. Putting that same £1,000 in a rep- 
resentative portfolio of UK equities 
would have resulted in a fund worth 
£250,000, while stashing it in a build- 
ing society would have given you just 

That is as strong an argument for 
long-term investment in an actively 
managed fund as it is possible to 
make. The attraction of F&C at the mo- 
ment is that you can buy that sort of 
potential growth at an 8 per cent dis- 
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Foreign & Colonial I.T: At a glance 


Market V3iue£1^5bn, share price I79.5p 
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Out performing the market 



run 

in the last few weeks, rising from 280p 
to 328p. They lost 245p on profit taking 
to dose at 304p yesterday and on full- 
year operating forecasts of £253m 
they trade on a forward rating of 11 
falling to 10. About right 

Micro Focus finds 
safe pair of hands 

N ew management, but the same 
recovery story, was Micro Fo- 
cus's line yesterday. The com- 
puter software company was at pains 
to dismiss the surprise replacement last 
month of Marcelo Gumudo, hired as 
chief executive to turn the company 
around less than 18 months ago. 

Rumours have it there was a board 
bust-up over an acquisition Mr Gu- 
mudo favoured. While the share price 
fell heavily on news of that departure, 
the new chief, Martin Waters, met the 




count to the underlying value to the 
shares in the portfolio. If sterling 
weakens, as the Bank of England fore- 
cast this week, international investment 
trusts will have their day again. This is 
a good time to jump on board. 

Hanson builds on 
US operations 

H anson may only be the building 
materials rump of the recently 
demerged former conglomerate 
but it still has a big company ego. It 
reports quarterly results like a Unilever 
or BP and releases them at lunchtime 
to fit in with New York time to satisfy 
its large group of US investors. Quite 
a show for a company which is now 
prindpally involved in just bricks and 
aggregates. 

Though the demerger happened in 
February there remains some tidying 
up to do and yesterday’s third-quarter 
results continued the process. 

Hanson is changing its year-end to 
December to fit in with the rest of the 
sector. So the key numbers yesterday 
were the six-month figures to June 


reported on a pro forma basis. These 
strip out figures from the Energy 
Group, which was demerged m 
Februaiy. 

These numbers showed a 9 per cent 


struck after exceptional items of £49m, 
which included aheffy write-off for the 
sale of Hanson Electrical to GnVen. 

But though Hanson remains bullish 
about prospects, the outlook seems 
mixed at best. On the plus side, work 
Lo re-jig the portfolio is continuing. 
Talks on selling the Grove Crane busi- 
ness in America are continuing though 
yesterday the company said it had taken 
no final derision to sell it. Also in the 
US, the Cornerstone aggregates busi- 
ness is going well, buoyed by rising de- 
mand and increased government 
spending on road construction. It is in 
America that Hanson is likely lo expand 
as there are 4,000 aggregates business 
there, most of which are single quarry 
operations. 

But the news is less rosy in the UK 
where the operations have seen a 
“flattening” of demand in recent weeks. 
A particular concern is the Govern- 
ment's road review which has already 
seen two big road schemes scrapped. 


pair of hands with oodles of experience 
mlT 

Happy that the management soft- 
shoe shuffle had not knocked recovery 
off track, shares in the group rose 
2225p to 2,162 Jp. Compared to a net 
loss of £9 .4m in the second half of last 
year, the company turned in profits of 
£3_5m for the six months to July on rev- 
enues ahead 21 per cent ahead to £41m. 

Revenues for the second quarter 
were 24 per cent ahead of the first, tra- 
ditionally the group’s toughest period, 
with product licencing revenue up 40 
percent 

The I 

suffered from poor product marketing 
and poorly targeted spending on re- 
search, means there is plenty of tight- 
ening up to do. Anthony Muller, vice 
president and finance director, aims to 
improve operating margins at the 
company from around 11 per cent to 
15 per cent by the fourth quarter. 

As a world leader in CoboL the lan- 
guage of most mainframe computers, 
the company looks ideally placed to 
meet demand to solve the year 2000 
problems which require rewriting of the 
Cobol language. The company’s prod- 
ucts, which allow computer lines to be 
rewritten on personal computers rather 
than on mainfram es, where capacity is 
limited, look attractive. 

If there are any questions it is 
whether, once the company has evened 
up its revenues and spending and the 
year 2000 has passed, customers will 
find an active use for CoboL 

Micro Focus insists that because it 
is such a fundamental system, Cobol 
has wide uses, including exploiting the 
Internet. 

Merrill Lynch forecasts profits of 
£16.4m for the fell year and £27.7m in 
1999. The shares are on a forward PE 
of31 limes next year, Ming to 19 times 
in 1999. Fair. 


Pint-’n-panatella wielder 
wins confidence of trust 


Ken Clarke has just accepted a job that wfl] 
pay him £18JXX) a year for turning op to a 
board meeting once a month. 

Okay, so the pint-’n-panatelLa wielding for- 
mer Chancellor will also be on call to Foreign 
& Colonial Investment Trust to offer advice 
on finance and economics. 

Still, its not exactly selling the Big Issue out- 
side Waterloo Station. Our Ken, the best 
Prime Minister we never had, has got his first 
post-Number 11 job - as a non-executive 
director at F&C 

Mr Clarke is on holiday in the US - the first 
he’s had since 1979, according to Jeremy 
Tigue, manager of F&C “Robin Leigh-Pem- 
berton, the former Governor of the Bank of. 
England, is on our board and he knows Ken 
Clarke. It was his idea to approach Ken. Our 
chairman, John Slater, approached him after 
the Tory leadership election,” Mr Tigue said. 

How very cosy. Now to the serious question: 
Are F&C directors allowed to smoke during 
board meetings? Mr Darke is a confirmed 
chain-smoker ofpungent cigarillos, after alL 
Mr Tigue say s: "None of the current directors 
do - although some of them smoke outside 
board meetings. PH have to ask the chairman 
about this.” 

Mr Clarks starts his new job on the 1 Sep- 
tember when he returns from his summer 



sanguine; 
peering a crash or anything.” 

The first casualty of the Boe ing-McDo one U 
Douglas merger has been Boeing's European 
network of public relations consultants. In all, 
the Seattle aircraft manufacturer is dispensing 
with the services of 10 PR men including, in 
this country, the estimable Dick Kenny. 

Mr Kenny was the voice of Boeing in 
Britain for two and a half decades and the 
man every aviation hack contacted whenever a 
jumbo fell out of the sky or a multi-billion 
pound order was in the offing. He does not in- 
tend to shut up shop, he tells me. Dick Kenny 
Associates will continue in business at Little 
Pinkneys, its Maidenhead HQ. 

"Boeing opened a lot of doors to me over 
the past 26 years and some of them might just 
prove attractive to others,” he says. 

Anglian Water’s John Smith has been ap- 
pointed head of regulation at Rail track. A bit 
of a “poacher turned gamekeeper” scenario 
this, as rumour has it that Mr Smith spent 
most of his time at Anglian complaining about 
Ofwat, the water regulator. 

Now he will be dealing with Rafltrack’s two 
regulators, which rejoice under the Pooterish 
titles Office of Passenger Rail Franchise and 
Office of the Rail Regulator. 

Perhaps Mr Smith could look into a right 
mess that Rail track has got itself into. It has 
derided not to renew the lease for the 
Southall Railway Centre in west London, leav- 
ing the GWR Preservation Group nowhere to 
show its vintage trains. Rail track wants to use 
the train sheds involved to house the Flying 
Scotsman and other tolling stock owned by Dr 
Tony Marchington. chief executive of Oxford 
Molecular Group. 
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Kenneth Clarke: F&C isn’t sure whether 
smoking is allowed in the boardroom 

There was good news this week for the 
Southall railway buffs - Railtrack has ghen 
them a six-week stay of execution. But surely 
Mr Smith can help find them a permanent 
home? 

Has Sunday Business, the newspaper founded 
by Tbm Rnbythcm last April that recently went 
belly-up, finally found a new owner in the 
Barclay brothers? 

The owners of the European are known lo 
be interested in acquiring newspapers. Bert 
Hardy, manag in g director of the brothers' 
company, European Press Holdings, tells me 
that tie has indeed given Sunday Business the 
once-oven “We have been sent details by the 
receivers and we are examining those details." 
Mr Hardy said yesterday. 

He savs he doubts he is any further forward 
in deriding whether to buy the paper than any 
of the other groups sent the details bv receiver 
David Sapte. of City accountants Bcgbics. 

There is one reason to doubt a sale is immi- 
nent Last Friday Mr Sapte embarked on a 
three-week holiday abroad. Or is he happy 
negotiating by mobile from the beach? 

Perhaps its all this humidity - BZW is hiring 
as if tne heat has gpnu to its head. It has ap- 
pointed Chris Gate as new head of European 
Proprietaiy Trading within the global equities 
division. Mr Gates, 33, joins from Bankers 
Trust where he was head of UK Arbitrage 
Trading. 

Barclays’ investment bank has also poached 
three analysis. Nick Ward from NatWcst Secu- 
rities, Keith Wilson from Sun Alliance Invest- 
ment, and Susan Scott from Credit Lyonnais 
Securities. Mr Ward will cover transport, Mr 
Watson electronics and Ms Scott oils. 

John Wiflcock 
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In Brief 


Littlewoods to create 500 jobs 

Littiewoods is creating 500 jobs as part of an expansion of its home 
shopping division in Sunderland. This was scheduled to bring the 
total number of employees at the Littlewoods customer service 
centre in Sunderland to 1,500, the company said. There has been 
a “huge” uptake by customers of the company’s new Index Ex- 
tra catalogue and it has seen a healthy increase in sales in its tra- 
ditional agency catalogues. 

Media Business posts record profits 

Media Business Group, the media and advertising specialists, 
announced record profits of £lJS5m in the year to the end of April, 
an increase of 26 percent on a turnover of £134m. Gross billings 
rose by 26 per cent to £155.4m, well ahead of the 9.2 per cent 
overall growth in the UK advertising market. The new year had 
started strongly, chairman and chief executive Allan Rich said 
yesterday. The group also confirmed it was setting up an office 
in Scotland. A one-for-10 share consolidation is planned. 

Capita pays £9.3m for Datapay 

Capita, the management and IT consultants, yesterday paid £93m 
in cash for Datapay, IBM UK's payroll processing service, fend- 
ing the purchase by placing 3.46 million shares with institutional 
investors at 269p each. The new business and its client base of 
140 companies will quintuple the size of its pensions and payroll 
service to indude 2.4 million employees and pensioners. Data- 
pay made an operating profit of £775,000 on revenues of just un- 
der £7m in 1996, and the acquisition wfli be e amings -enhanciDg 
in the current year. The shares rose 4p to 273p. 

Glynwed buys US pipe-maker for $23m 


Industrial Plastics Tedinology m the US for a maximum of $23. 67m 
(£15m). IPT distributes industrial pipes, fittings and andUaiy com- 
ponents thr oug hout the eastern states of the US. It had a sales 
turnover of S3z.4m and adjusted pre-tax profits of $3.44m in 1996. 
Earlier this week Glynwed said it would look for acquisitions worth 
up to £10Qm as part of a strategy to reshape the group. 

Barr & Wallace name change approved 

Barr & Wallace Arnold Trust shareholders yesterday approved 
a name change to Trust Motor Group ana gave the company- 
authority to buy back up to IS per cent of the company's shares. 
They have passed an ordinary resolution approving the sale of 
the leisure division to Wallace Arnold Group Ltd, a management 
buy-out vehicle backed by investment capital group 3L 

Share-buying spree by Orbis directors 

Four of the directors of Orbis, the security services group, and 
each of the group’s three divisional managing directors yesterday 
purchased 1 15.543 shares. Chief executive TVevor Bren Ln all said 
over the past two years earnings per share had more than doubled 
and the return on investment had increased by nearly 50 percent. 
“We are confident the group will continue its progress,” he said. 
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Westminster 
to sell off 15 
nursing homes 


Westminster Health Care, the 
UK's second- biggest nursing 
borne group, plans to sell off up 
to 15 of its 105 nursing homes 
over the next 18 months to focus 
on faster-growing areas such as 
retirement centres and drug 
abuse clinics. 

Speaking after the company 
reported a strong set of annual 
results yesterday, Pat Carter, 
chief executive, said his target 
for Westminster was to make 
around a third of its profits from 
□on-nursing home activities by 
next year. 

News that Westminster was 
broadening its activities sent the 
group’s shares up 4 per cent to 
275p. Pre-laxprofits rose 14 per 
cent to£20m in the year to May, 
excluding £2.7m costs of last 
year’s faded bid for Goldsbor- 
ough and a one-off charge of 
£3.1m to reduce investment in 
the nursing home sector. 

Mr Carter said that pressures 
in the musing home market, 
which has been clogged by over- 
capacity and cuts in local 
authority budgets, wen? dif fimii, 
but showed signs of easing: 


“Things are beginning to • 
bilise. Operators have slop; 
building more homes and w: 
costs are showing signs of c 
mg, but this is still a mature rr 
ket.” 

Mr Carter said that oc 
pancy remained under pi 
sure, but at 89 per cent, 
group's rates were already i 
nificantly higher than ihc s 
tor average. The company pi 
to complete three new nurs 
homes, but does not exped 
open further beds while cot 
dons ore tough. 

Paul Saper of Laing & Bi 
son, healthcare consultants, s 
the moratorium on build 
new nursing homes, logei! 
with the £7m Westminster 
ceived from its stake in Gol 
borough, would release fund: 
redirect lo growth areas. 

“Westminster is seen as c 
of the top management tea 
in the sector. It is way aheac 
the game in assisted living a 
areas like brain injury white i 
others are staring at their nm 
and complaining how bad I 
nursing home sector is.’’ 


BASF plans plant 
with Algerian firm 


The German chemicals and 


the Algerian oil and gas com- 
pany, to build a propylene plant 
next to its existing joint venture 
with Hoechst at Umagana in 
Spain. But in London yesterday 
Mr Juergen Strobe, the BASF 
chairman, ruled out a tie-up with 
Dow Chemicals, the world’s 
leading polystyrene producer, 
due to anti-trust problems. 

BASF has also decided 
against taking an equity slake in 
Gazprom, the Russian gas com- 
pany. saying it would not en- 
hance the joint marketing 
venture between the two com- 
panies. 

BASF. reported a 14.5 per 
cent rise in sales to 27.Sbn Ger- 
man marks (£9 Jbn) and a 5.8 
per cent increase in pre-tax 


profits to DM!458bn in 
months to the end of Ji 
line with analysts' expect 
Earnings grew more raj: 
the second quarter than t 
and the group expe 
increase profits and t 
sales of DM5flhn for ti 
year. 

Profit margins in the fi 
were hit hy the strength 
dollar, in which most 
group’s raw materia! 
priced, according to Mr ! 
Profit contributions from 
gas, colorants and fir 
products were sharply 1 
but plastics and fibres s 
lower profits. Knoll, th 
yaking pharmaceutical 
sion, has been hard hit hi 
research and devclopmei 
and an immediate rcr 
profit is unlikely. 
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Spotlight shifts on to the unfashionable Footsie sectors 


Share spotlight 





There are signs the Footsie lag- 
garas are beginning to attract 
investment support. 

This year's astonishing blue- 
chip charge has been due to the 
strength of financials, account- 
ing for around 27 per cent of 
the index, drugs and utilities. 

Many Footsie Snstituents, as 

well as the rest of the stock 
market, limped lamely behind. 

This week the climate has 
changed. Some of the long ne- 
glected stocks have advanced 
as the more glamorous have 
paused for breath. 

BTR, the battered and 
bruised conglomerate, is the 
shi nnin g example of the new 
approach. 

Its shares rose a further 
13_5p to 214p, a 24p gain since 
Tuesday. Once more turnover 
was heavy and again much of 
the buying originated in the 
US. Interim profits are due 
next month and, despite the 
gloomy trading statement in 
May. there are hopes the less 


rampant pound will quickly 
work its way through and chief 
executive Iain Strachan could 
offer encouraging comments 
on prospects. 

Imperial Tobacco, another 
underperformer, rose 7.5p to 
406p and Allied Domecq, 
frequently eagulfed in rumours 
of corporate activity, frothed 7p 
higher to 482J>p; a 2Sp gain this 
week. 

TL the engineer, down at 
456_5p last month, continued 
to enjoy a re-rating, gaining 
5.5p to 605 .5p and the P&O 
shipping line pushed ahead 
7Jp to 637.5p. 

Just to strengthen the view 
a new emphasis is emerging, 
the high-frying financials and 
utilities were rather subdued. 

And the revival among the 
second and third-liners con- 
tinued. Engineer Gljnwed In- 
ternational, which has had a 
torrid time, put ou 123p to 
247 -5p with Charterhouse 
Tilney saying buy, and 
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Greenalls. the hotel and pubs 
chain riding at 605p at Christ- 
mas, rose lip to 477p. 

The indices offered further 
evidence under card shares 
were intent on catching up with 
their peers. As Footsie fell 
below 5,000 points, off 123 at 
4,991.3, the FTSE 250 index 
rose 1X9 to 4,689.9 and the 
Small Cap index made further 
headway. 

At one time Footsie was 2&2 
higher. Manoeuvring ahead 
of today's Footsie options 
expiry contributed to the 
volatility. 

RMC. the building materials 
group, remained under pres- 
sure as SBC Warburg made 
negative noises. With ftmmure 


Gordon on the sell tack this 
week the shares gave up a fur- 
ther 19p to l,049p. 

Zeneca was lifted 24p to 
L910L5p by DresdnerKtemwort 
Benson support but Unilever 
tumbled 26_>p to l,855p after 
Schroders declared the shares 
were 10 per cent over valued 
and trading at a record premi- 
um to the market. 

Argos, the catalogue shop- 
ping chain with interim results 
next week, softened 83p to 
6273p as Henderson Crostb- 
waite said sell, but DKB added 
12p to Boots at 796-5p. 

Ulster TV jumped 32J5p to 
199p; Scottish Media, the 
Grampian and Scottish TV 
group, acquired 13.1 per cent 


^ its stake to 14.9 
per cent. Although Scottish 
Media played down any bid 
ambitions Uie market believes 
the share buying is a prelude 
to eventual corporate activity. 
Border TV moved ahead 5p to 
3703p in anticipation of hid 
action. 

Albert Fisher, the food 
group, tumbled 4.75p to 3&75p 
(after 35-5p) as the whiff of 
burnt fingers followed the 
fail ure of a signall ed bidder 10 
appear. Hie group said talks 
with an unknown predator 
bad ended. In an endeavour to 
soften the blow fisher is 
planning a share buy-back or 
special dividend and is near to 
completing a number of 
disposals. 

Games Workshop, the com- 
puter games business jumped 
55p to 630p following results. 
Credit Lyonnais Lamg says 
the shares should be over 700p. 

Robert Walters, a recruit- 
ment group, climbed 8p to a 


3253p peak- Founder and 
chief executive Robert Whites 

sold 8.4 per cent of the capi- 
tal for £5.8m- He stfll has 19.6 

per cent . 

Other directors cnttheir 


sales, at 299p, were aimed at 
broadening the market m the 
shares, floated a year ago at 
lQ5p. ' _ 

Electronic Retailing Sys- 
tems International, strong on 
Wednesday, eased 123p to 
3773p although Henderson 
CrostbwaitebeHeve the shares 

are a strong buy. It says ER5I 

looks at least as attractive as us 

Swedish rival which has * 
£400m capitalisation; ERSI is 
valued at £80m. 

Hotels, weak recently, drew 
ci rength from bullish comments 
from John Jarvis of Jarvis 
Hotels, and the Mfllenninm & 
Copthorne figures on Wednes- 
day. JH rained 8p to 157 3p; 
M&C 103p to 389p and Regal 
Hotels I3p to 46p. 


Taking Stock 


[^Struggling Rage Software, 
the computer games group, 
has slashed its shareholding 
in AntoNomy. an Internet 
text-searching developer. It 
raised nearly £2m and still 
has 883,000 shares which 
represent 2.9 per cent The 
rest of the stake will eventu- 
ally be sold. AntoNomj, an 
unquoted business, is 20.1 
per cent-owned fry Englis h 
National Investment Co, 
wbere Bahamas-based tycoon 
Joseph Lewis is a big influ- 
ence. Rage shares shaded to 
4 ip; they have been 25p. 

□Orbis, the security services 
group, struggled off its year’s 
km; g qmtng 3-5p to 383 p. A 
confident trading statement 
and share-buying by chief ex- 
ecutive Trevor Brentnall and 
other directors helped. But 
the 115,000 share acquisition 
was overshadowed by a 1 mil- 
lion sale by director Alan 
Riches. 
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Bijou keeps quartet waiting 

IfjO “■ |I« A _ J . £ - » . > reft- . • m . . . . . _ _ » 




CHRIS CORRIGAN 

The Juddmonte International 
Stakes at York on Tuesday 
could weU be contested by the 
smallest field in its history. Only 
six horses were declared for the 
race yesterday but. of those, only 
four are definite runners. 

Although the quality of that 
quartet - 1996 Champion 
Stakes winner Bosra Sham. 
Derby victor Benny The Dip 
Irish 2.000 Guineas and Irish 
Derby winner Desen King, and 
Japan and Dubai Cup victor 
Singspiel - such a field would 
be fewer than the five who 
went to post for the inaugural 
running in 1972. 

Of the other two acceptors 
Reams Of Verse, winner of the 
Oaks at Epsom in June, is 
thought more likely to go for the 
Yorkshire Oaks on Wednes- 
day, while Bijou D’Inde. re- 
mains doubtful. A decision will 
be made this weekend. 

“Bijou D'Inde is sparkling 
and well but is stiU about 20 ki- 


los overweight.' the colt's train- 
er, Mark Johnston, said yes- 
terday. “Well know more when 
Bobby Elliott gallops him again 
on Sunday.” 

Bijou D'Inde has not run 
since injuring a tendon when 
brought down in the Dubai 
Wbrid Cup in April. "It's a hard 
decision as although running 
would not do him any hann, 
there is the down side of his po- 
tential stallion value to consid- 
er,” Johnston added. 

Betting on the International 
Stakes was quiet yesterday. 
William Hill offer 10-1 1 Bosra 
Sham, 9-4 Singspiel, 5-1 Benny 
The Dip, 7-1 Desert King, 33-1 
Bijou D'Inde. 

Rival bookmakers Coral re- 


ported support from "the right 
people” yesterday for Shmoosc 
in next year's 1,000 Guineas at 
25-1. Whether it is in fact mug 
money will soon be tested - at 
Newbury this afternoon, when 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Chief Monarch 
(Newbury 2L40) 

NB: Forest Fantasy 
(Haydock 8 JjO) 

the Godolphin filly makes her 
debut. She is the mount of 
Frankie Dettori in the first 
race. 

Another race shaping up as 
small but beautiful is the lop 
event at Deauville on Sunday. 


the Prix Jacques Lc Marois. Six 
runners are set to contest the 
Group One prize over a mile. 

The David Loder-trained 
Star bo rough, runner-up to Ali- 
Royal in the Sussex Slakes at 
Goodwood, is the sole British 
representative. Siaxborough wfll 
have to overcome a strong- 
looking home challenge, in- 
cluding Dubai foule d’Essai des 
Poulains (French 2,000 
Guineas) winner DaylamL 

The Prix Jacques Le Marois 
field: Spinning World (C As- 
mussen), Zamtndar (O fcslier), 
Daylami (G Mosse), Starbor- 
ough (L Dettori), NeuiJJy (T Jar- 
net), Piped (F Sanchez). 

King Of Kings, the deposed 
favourite for next year’s 2,000 


Weaver faces an eight-day ban 


Jason Weaver is facing eight 
days on the sidelines after be- 
ing hit yesterday with his second 
whip ban in a week. 

Weaver was in trouble after 
riding Fizzed io victory in the 
Westwood Maiden Slakes at 


Beverley. The stewards decid- 
ed he had used his whip with ex- 
cessive force. 

Weaver was punished with a 
four-day ban which puls him out 
of action on 23 & 25-27 August. 
Weaver received a four-day 
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GOING; Good Id Firm (watered Iasi fif). 

STALLS; lm -If - oclsMc: renuirutar - InNde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Uiw numbers laM over r.f A llf. 
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■ t, «rsc h> E of lawn. FnHnw ngnpnwx from town centre. Bnptoun 
station Im (fast service from London. Victoria). ADMISSION: 
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Sd (Inc £4 per car). CAB PASS: Free 

BXJNKKHED WEST rare.- EwarSaowflato <3 .1111, flood's 
Hot Starr (vtooned) (3.30). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Nunc. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Mybotyef 1 :«)) sent 3«J miles 
by R Basihnan from Wahertiy. W. York*. 
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Mnmun 7sr lOfe. In* narctap tepiE Sfteracan Or) 7a 9ft 

BCntNft 9-4 Haver Go* Bower, 4-1 fewer. 9-2 rra&sca tan, 8-1 U 
ChaMBha. 7-1 CM IM, B-l Steotra GW. 12-1 Ctntra Sprite IB-1 
SunOmrol 
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wn 7 h ». Aa'cMn' 7s! 56. 
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STAMMER CLAMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3300 added 3Y0 lm 


PONCE MNBG (34) (CO* D toray Smoh 6 8 &_C fetter 1 

SAPPWRESOH (13) (C) PCtarte5 7 13 Jt PTrroch (3) 6 

SOVEREIGN CREST (38} (CO C tog*) 4 7 11 . J fetal 5 B 
- B declared - 

Opera Buff. 7-2 Savmigi Crest 4-1 Paternal, 9-2 Btaa- 
DaWg, 12-2 Saypthe Son 
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4 I>t054 IM HUBHEAGHU 08) J S Moore 6 8 11 RfeghesS 

5 00004 HAYD0MI (8) M R Bodey 5 8 8 tea Phtap* (7) 7 

6 040302 KENVKIHB0Q JANU382 ACtokl 

7 *004- TBB’HUS (506) (D) B McMathS 7 12 EJtanaeaA 

-7dectared- 

BETTMfi 6-4 Kean Waters, 9-2 Ma Hateheacbu, 6-1 Chop)*, 11-2 Ns&- 
dmm Ml 13-2 CBnA DrcM, 12-1 Haydoan, 16-1 TMaatai 

BLACK ROCK LIMITED STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3300 added 7f 


430 


JlHapeaS 

_Jtmeadi(3)5 
_Jlthav(3)4B 
£ Rotter 2 


1 020342 MT BELOVED (2fl) R Herron 8 12 

2 420000 HJtSAMBQft0y89 .. . ... 

3 560 EWMW0WFUXECU)KCfeMn82. 

4 04X00 M TVESSa (77) J Jert*5 81 

5 600026 ROODS HOT STUFF (16) N LflOTotfen 8 D __ Ji Adame fi V 

6 0 RAE UN SIRBL (48) J FfxtvHeves 7 12 llk*eil 

-Bdadarad- 

BEn«IQ! 8-11 Mr Bohwad, 3-1 Flood* Hot SWT. U-2 Rtfs* 12-1 M T 
Vcsaei, 14-1 Baar Sanwflaka, 2S-1 Raa Un SoM 


100205 SCATNEBURY (ID) (D) h Bute 4 9 9 MHe«y{3)3 

000203 CRYSTAL iOGHTS (6) QSD) R OSdfcen 9 9 3 _A Ctoak 12 

200852 BTS RHU (9) S Dow 4 9 3 RHU0M1D 

450500 RXRKNCK(B) (CD) RFto*B693 P P Muphy (3) 8 B 

500400 JtBRSSCH0UR{U)OLltocR493 J Star* 5 8 

-00046 MU CANARD (14) (D)B Psarce 493 F Norton 14 

00001D iffBOTIE (11A p) R Basoran 4 93 DRnCakaB 

-40506 VELVET JtWES (37) G Chades-Jores 4 9 3 RHarita(3)2 

1D020 ICWBOON BUTTS (67) K McAiAftf 7 9 0 CRatter7 

063650 PEARLDAWN(l4(qPCUc790 Ji Ada 13 


3.00 


TARB0T COMPUTER SERVICES HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 3YD 7f 

1 100-06 CMAHU0N SPRING (116) R 9 7 _P P Itaiphy 4 

2 204401 H0OCOLFMOVa?CU)(C) TJtettf*r96(6e>)4Qarfi6 

3 -10080 C0U}STSL(m(D|WJaM592 JQMm5B 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

H 030045 S!90NDEG*5mm<BRUraxIey4 90.RPfca(*(3|l 

12 61050 POLGiViWC (12) (D) 8 Smari 38 11 — fiRaAaer(5)15 

13 000660 LADY B00CVA (IS) M Pd^ase 3 B 8 IQMnaUB 

14 600005 SUBIFUSEp2)APJDnB3B8 RPdea9B 

15 -30040 SOW£T LADY (57) an )L0Tg388 HM{1)4 

-UdacMnd- 

BETTWe: 3-1 Mybotyi, Ilr2 Step On Do0K, 6-1 Oryatal tta&te, 8-1 Eft 
FtoBy. Lady Godm. 10-1 Svei Piase, 12-1 Scathebuny. 14-1 Pa*i Daaa. 
Ptagvywse, 16-1 Fort Knot, Md Canard, 20-1 Soviet Indy, 25-1 other* 




V 




HYPERION 

3-50 Everset 220 Afaan 250 Desert fcivader 
320 NorDo-l 3^0 Quafitair Pride 420 Beech- 
wood Quest 435 Hancock 


GOING; Standard. 

STA1X& 5f & lm Of - uuieide: remainder - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Fkbrctttnd surfarv; left-hand sharp, oval course. 
HCourecls3mSEc»rinwnand5m Wof Newark. RoUcsonJunp- 
twn adjoins course. ADMISSION: Oub S J TaacnattsSF. (OAP 
memhens of Dttunond Club S4, accompanied urufcr-l ft. 

free). CAR PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ba&hoU I M) l. Bonne VDIe (8.50), 
Boytaad Commas (4-*0i, Needvaood Epic (4.0‘>). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Noe-Do-I 13.20) won ft 
WnhTrtiampton on Frtrtay 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bafffcot 1 12)0), Deeply Vale 
(2.D0) & Palo Blanco (3.20) sent 13» miles by <i L »Jorc from 
W.xxDngktuv S. Sussex. 


9 003406 PEIUIA BOY (14) S Bowne386 CTea*»(3}13B 

10 60000 caws R4KOW P) R hteier 4 8 5-Daa ffctenat 10 

U 060000 SHARP RETURN (25) MRf3n3B4 

12 008005 JlLraeVBH>(2S)RBiR0Ti»on583 

13 060404 LEGSO OF ARAGON (25) JGOer3 83 — AVUwiBD R9 

-13dactarad- 

BETT1H& 158 Beaartawadar, 4-1 BnBAristncrft, 11-2 Tan*, 6-1 Hta 
RMara ftjie, B-l Deeply Vale, 12-1 Dsaftfe, lafland W AraRBD, 20-1 
Share Ratam. JBfr B eveled. 2S-1 ottaia 


3J20 


[T50 


STARS CLAMING STAKES (CLASS I? (DtV 
0 £2^00 added 7f 

-00060 OBEROYfS DART (20) (t>) P Matai 4 98 SSWtaaM 

000040 BEWARNS>(9)(C«MDO(fe6812 AWfcaSV 

00500 PARDAN(lD)BPaa«3812 -.--P Robota g) 6 

a pnoflO CUTSSA4HjE(5S(CDi JW»ti3n4811— lPtnlM»12B 

120300 BAS5HgT(S2) (0) GlMocreg88--...mwtyMwilallB 

400400 EVERSET (FR) (13) (C) (D) A R4ey9 B8 -DMMd413 

040500 QUNOS MART* (11) (CD) DHJone 9 88 — S I>ovoia 7 B 

0O-00F YAHAVANAVANO (44) G Lews 38 8 IDwaMChS 

-06500 B01PSIRgT(2SHD) 0 MMocre/ 8 7. <iy j[ g 

0-5000 HURNING COST (13) R Reacoch 7 85 J ^eanCYg ) 8 

00 SHOWSTOPTOI (S7) T Egiangun 384 L taamog lO 

000000 B»EJnE(9)lC)NByeio«4B2 GBanlaa44B 

600500 SH0WOODP)Khoy4 82- 

400006 ¥>eTEESS»a.«l«a»38 1 JlCarwez 

-14 declared- 

Benwfe 154EvewR. 4-1 BaBrtwL 5-1 OIW Mrt P^; 

1D-1 Panfaa, 12-1 Be Mteaed, QQfa Gaa*te, 14-1 QdnzH Martin, 2D- 1 
otters 

JUPITER HAMMCAP (CLASS F) £3,300 
added 6f 

225300 srOtQUOSSPWMWEaaatySlOO R Oocbracc l B 

404302 MARXHE ROSE ^ (00 W A 4 9 13 __D 

005555 GHBAIRE«(a»C»5w 3910 _8DW»ae8 

-00000 SHIWNaQff7)PHttin|4 910 

000-00 0HW)WA»lfiHr(^RWW^93- r -- JPWw^ 
HCH GLOW (9 N Bpscd 690 SSaad»3 


220 


ML INSURANCE SERVICES HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £6fi00 added lm 

1 268R0 SAtORKA/TE (ll) (CD) Mss J Coze 6 10 0-S Webstar 16 

2 112435 a*4ACASnEQSUnWPfbEkan 4913 Dean MeAere* 2 

3 060101 J8ERrei(27)(GQPKD>re«S94 M Eddery U 

4 121130 JOWMETHEJOreit20)(CO)Jleei692.CTaaaKn5B 

5 23531 CYOJKT?SA)£2S)(OPU8*n392 SSMcnM 

6 34080 OUR PS)P1E (1^ (D) M Jchrsm3 9 1 BDn)tal2 

7 005051 NOR-004 (7) (d CD) J Etelace 3 9 1 (5ed JXMe4 

8 /06-10 MUKANDAM (21) P Aeflevey 4 B 13 MVR^anlD 

9 312215 BBCBCO(46)(CD) lteKI6caMY8813JlBtaMno[7)3V 

10 Q22360 PAID BUNCO (35)61. Mom 6 8 23 Cm dyl*onH9 

U 235600 TNQU>(USA)l3(C0}DCftvran6S13 — ACMfaml 

12 322321 DAWAM AILA1L(27)(U)M JNVB38L1 RCods»7 

13 312622 SPARKY (11) (CD) gS) M 8S .6 Perkta (2)8 B 

14 6166 UQCJD GOD (13) (D) IV CTGomce 3 8 T.^aan OVhnraa 6 

15 30451 NOMMAIOR 1A0 01) (□) B McAUbcn 3 8 6 — IRataoalS 

IB 00002 0 SEASP0USE(11B (C0)M8bntfHd683 DOaonU 

-IBdectered- 

BETTBtG: 4-1 NeeOfrl frl JBweca, 7-1 Spediy. 9-1 ley Gaaet, 1D.1 Daaa 
ABM, Saa SKnse, 12-Uobcate The Jcfter, Uquid Gold, Ore PaopM, 14-1 
■odere, IB-1 Noonetor Ud, IhKfaHd, 20-1 attars 
ROYAL BAM( FDIANCE HAMMCAP (CLASS 
l%wv) n £3300 added fflfles & mares lm 4f 

1 03-332 KW7HWH»»IOWBfl«Ka«le49i3Jrtd*ff4 

2 mta CUSSKBA!lBtl$(Ca)mRGue5t49aj>feberts<5}6 

3 340250 BONNE VUE (7) 0P3fc)g39O RCocMaw3B 

4 (TS024 MC0U < smKX5SCUI)BMcMehan48U--JFareae2 

5 05200 H0B8S CHOICE (38) G V Mocre4 8 5 ITMel 

6 -06621 m0U9iR181BI(13)mRBaslDan37iaiaack7B 

7 215000 QUAU7NR PKDE (J81] (CO) J Bosartey 5 7 UN CaMMe S 

-7dedmd- 

BET1WG: 94 CMnis Baflet, U-4 Foofefc FtaUer, 3-1 QaaMalr Pride, 9-2 
Beane VBe, «-l MoreRaei You Know. M Ukotaa Prkcasc, 20-1 Hobbs 
CM« 

VENUS SELLING STAKES (CLASS 6) 
£Z875 added 2YO 5f 


430 


324012 CHAR1E3 LAD (13) (EF) R Guest 9 2 PBtooreBlMl 

300213 BBOWOODQUEST(34)(CO)Bflan«S811-LOiaaMek7D 
004000 MARGARErSDANCa(37)CSn«h811.TEDureann4B 

024 OK JUV({8) (BF) J AAeiutZ 8 11 PBelEddeqfl2 

PREOSQ.Y J Mwran 8 11 KCn Me 6 

0 TWRJEUJUX3ST(13)tteJ03Seil S«Meter3 

00 D0UKE APPEAL (20) JHRfcan 8 6. 6BMdaell4 

0000 HOYUNDCQw0N{9)NT(Mer86 RCodaaaeSB 

60533 rM TOT SORE (46) J Besyfl 6 


0260 KflllASBPH (48) R Menm 59 0- 
-IBdedared- 


_GBard»el8 


-UndaM- 

atten 

STARSOAi^SnKESCClASSDaW 

|2,50| B) £ZS00 added Tf _ . ... 

*w* 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 . . 

BETTOIG: S-2 Beedmaft QMft, 4-1 ChaiBes Ud, 6-1 OK Jofea, 8-1 S»- 
perGNLlMTai at 5— .12-lTlian;eMetfet. 14-1 H^M n dCe are ca , 
Pnx*x*f. Ihwtafr 20-lattsre 

MARS AMATEUR MAIDEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £Z875 added lm 6f 


60 JRVARRA (23) W G M Turv 8 5 
400 RHERFRONnERftMUaerBB 
5 SUPB?6ELp8)(Bf)CD-yer85 
1 KmGMWEzBty 86 
006 IU (12) K Mcfliifla 8 6 



_GPaddn(3)8 
-B Doyle9 


14J5 


ID-026 THOfflXS (2S) Pfl r 1 “ c 

900103 oeSERT NVAD01 (») JW D 0^nw6324 

sagas”- 


5 

(Meat 


1 00-204 NSH»0DB>B(9)8Ma9n4117-jaRTlBnlan5B 

2 444000 NUT PORBOTIEN (9 P Keltt^»3 11 0_HrT McCarthy 4 B 

3 560235 R0B8O (41) C Thornton 3 10 10 WJCttftey (5)2 B 

4 00006 SUBHETOUCH (2S) PGNgJO 6 106: Mr P Scott 1 

c 45050 SUGHHySPECJAM4a)0Thom51D2J4rVU*«**(S)8 

6 00056 IRSDRUMllOM)(9GMcCDut4913JbsSEdrirer^6 

? 005030 Ctt»USYC*6lir(2WMB»dwJ3 910jaBJAaBw9 

8 OKI R0CME7IEJESlBl(29JleBi398_ASDaradc(5)3 

9 <HW HAHCtXaC (SI) (Bn J HeVre BU 5 9 7 ittftPRobsea7 

BET1M& 94 Uancott, 3-1 NeadMod Epic, 9-2 Cadeay (Mk, frl R*- 
fio, 8-1 SJ^idySpedaL 10-1 Net Forgrttta, Mb Ktoiand, 20-1 ottare 


v .thge indepe ndent 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



Newbury -3.40 
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P9 





pn 





Hcfc 


fiVi ffe lS«s L 2 3 

ff _rw H-WaiiHi.L-(atete.T-Tig 


SANDOWN 

ilK 1. MONTE tEiaas (T Spnda) 4-5 
tav; 2. Soprema HogM 8-1; 3. Ham Bnft- 
neas 7-1. S ran. V*. 2. (R Chadttn). Tata: 
£1.70: £1.10. £2^0. DF: £SJ30. CSF: 
£7.18. Nft Ouertuc. 

2A5c 3- LEGGERA (T Spate) 25-1; 2. 

W """ 1 M 

ran. 9-4 tm Forum (4th). l'A, shl-hd. (J Dun- 
topi, Tats: £4750; fli.20, £3.10. £4,00. 
DR £U4Jft CSF: £197 JW. NRs Haday*. 
Idaho. Tncr £60790 Baft won. £770.50 to 
Newtwry 2.40 VJ&afi. 

£ GULP SHAADJ (K FaBon) 10-1: 
2.Ttfa«nta 11-2 Jt tav: 3. Beased Spir- 
it 8-1. IS m. 11-2 jt tan Spax Race (6*h). 
i ■/.. M. (E Alston). Tots: £LL80; £330, 
0. 10. £Z90, OR £7230. CSft £&.(&. Tn- 
cast £ 446.14. Tno: £1-4530. NR: Gita. 






suspension for his riding of 
Princely Heir in the Phoenix 
Heinz 57 Stakes at Leopard- 
si own last Sunday which means 
he will be on the sidelines for 
eight consecutive racing days 
from Tuesday. 


Guineas, win attempt to redeem 
his reputation in the Listed 
Flame Of l^ra Tyros Stakes over 
seven furlongs at the Omagh 
tomorrow. 

The Aidan O’Brien-trained 
colt, who runs in the colours of 
Mrs Sue Magnier, was beaten 
in the Group Three Omni Rac- 
ing Anglesey Stakes over seven 
furlongs at the Cunagh last 
month. The impressive winner 
of his first two starts, both at the 
Curragh. King of Kings, was a 
30-100 favourite when going 
under by a short-head to Lady 
Alexander. But O’Brien later re- 
ported that the bay was sick. 

Yesterday a spokeswoman 
for O’Brien's Ballydoyle stable 
confirmed King of Kings on 
course for tomorrow’s race. 
“King of Kings is a definite run- 
ner,” she said. “The horse is fine, 
absolutely fine, and Christy 
Roche will ride.” King Of Kings 
was the subject of a bet of £ 1,000 
with Coral at 12-1 yesterday for 
the 1998 Guineas and is now 
10 - 1 , having been pushed out to 
14-1 after his defeat. Daggers 
Drawn remains 6-1 favourite. 



NEWBURY 
Z40: Paul Cole’s pair, Bali far- 

Bdtseawi Gnma Fatscfisa, seem 
sure to be prominent at ibe fin- 
ish, but mnst give 121b to MARIE 
DORA. This filly looks well 
weighted now that she steps up to 
this distance for the fist time. She 
r an creditably when fifth, six 
gtbs hfthind Noisette, over 7f 
at Newmarket last month. 
□□□ 

3Jtfc Peter Outpple-Hyamwfll be 
particularly been to win on event 
carrying the name of bis yard’s 
sponsors, Grosvenor Casinos. 
The Manttm trainer rdies here on 
City Honours, who will be sharp 
enough for his debut. BAHR has 
already proved her ability, im- 
pressively at Doncaster, though 
today’s surface will be a Jot faster. 

CKX1 

3.40: This is run o n the roun d 
course and DECORATED HERO 
is weD drawn. Trainer John Gos- 
den suggests ignoring his latest 
run, at Newcastle, as it came too 
soon after his course and distance 
victor)' a month ago. Dazzle won 
weU last rime but hasyei to prove 
' ‘ ireallv back to her best. 


CATTERICK 


5360 AMMGRWI 


) MeCMttQf (7) 3 


HYPERION 

5^5 Summerhai Spedal &25 Slew Magic &55 
Pigeon Z25 Prima Silk 755 bitlaash &25 Ar- 
darroch House 


nwpeaisTio. 

-7dadared- 

rornnum M^ghc 7a IDS). Tax tantiap Anatgton GH 79 6b 
BETTWB: M are Of S8NT, 741 Saadmr Twttn, 54. Velret Slaty. W 
nerea, 9-1 U* May, 10-1 Aadntfoa EM, 13-1 Ms MUBe 


-y OC ; I CHARLES CUNKARD FINE FOOTWEAR 
<■^1 HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4J>25 added Tf 


GOING: Good to Ftrro ivraifring). 

STALLS; loakle. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low Tor At. wlwn *uU& tar &le. 

■ Uft-hwid roam.', uurfutittng and sharp- Not saiiaUe far ihe 
lane-Anttn^ horse. Run -to 'JlOytki 

■ I'oum- a NW o7 town on Afi ) 3G. Oartuiftaa suuan I -Ira - ban 
savkv la anew. ADMISSION: Hub £1 1 ;TinasaBs37; Course 
U.IjO (under IDs free no all enrkMuresl. CASPAEK: R eserved 
ana ill, nrnaflK&r Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TI11E: Otay Bab; (vwmd) Seolesi 

Mode (wuted) (7^5): Ptneataletebdn (doored) (8dA). 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS; Palaeegate Touch (7.55) 
won u Hajilock un FVMay. 

L0NG4XSIANCE RUNNERS: Slew klaglc ((L30)*nt 280 mfles 
by W G M Turner Erom Canon Denham. Somerset. 


1 200012 PRHA S&K (20) (D) MR)rei69 13 

2 004040 RU£AMWCNHB(67)CFatua399 .7 SUM (7) 2 

3 021000 aEMNri (14) (D) J U Bato}4 96 IFMm4 

4 350010 sranrnEUlE(l«(QDrichcB4 94^lBXCNaMSU 

5 041444 KYnuWUJSDlH: (IOWA Bate 494 — S Satan* 12 

6 330616 RtMBTSRA5C«.(lDOTENSar593 _*Q*M7 

7 022043 BOUJNDOBOmV(Q(CO)TEase&y4813-.TMtaM17 

8 0053K BVSYmCS5CU)(0)|MwasUy3812GtaMR(3)6B 

a 313050 mmmciDimAf****rt589J’Fmr®i*Y 

to 006022 SNa«IH1HEBM«>ClHP^BMcMarDn684JUtehaHa 
U 133150 BOSQUE LODGE C9 (D) (Bf) S KetfieaeS 11 fl 1 


5US5 


TATTERSALLS BOOKMAKERS AMATEUR 
H’CAP (CLASS G) £2£75 added lm 4f 


1 161065 S4RABHLL SPECML (36) (D) D Barter 6 11 7. 


Mbs E Raresden 2 

2 021444 SUN OF SMNG (IQ ID) DCha^nan 7 10 13 Jfcs H Cteh 7 

3 005510 NRffiALS SECRET (10) (CO) (BF) C WalB 10 10 

4 210604 bMfrompiaS'®MD^Smi897Jil»JWfclan6V 

5 50005 ROBWMUB(B3)B»Dn593 JfesC)«bni5 

6 244153 HMMM LUCY (5) 7 Sprang 3 9 1 M»TSpaadDg3 

7 10D06 C0M7H7S LGCETC (9) (D) J Pearz 790 IfcsLPeflrca 1 

B . 00500 MfroGfiS7W(Z7)J<P&y590.JfrCMreasg)8B 

-Sdrettred- 

BETnNG: 7-4 Wroirtie Spadft, 7-2 Sw Of Sprinfr 93 *tttefta So- 
cret, 11^ Madam lacy, 7-1 DmYt Drep Bcnta. 12-1 FftehNOair, 20-1 


IRM (ID SELLMG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2^75 added 2Y0 7f 

020065 BJH0FER (9) P BasB lL. — JR«tne4 

000445 RUSSIAN MRE0 (14} 8 Mttlston Sit SSmt m? 

030034 SNAFtelRCSn MDnh811 OMaGteoal 

6650 UPTMECIMES(45) J JOTieilBll ACM— U 

0006 US OfBSTY C8) WMcKeore 8 11 OP—3 


12 100420 MBSPKAU£nO>)UxLtaall6713_NKefliiB4)r3B 

13 00000 WBOOMEUI PQ (CD) J L Hare 4 7 10 DVfcfcMIS 

14 00060 KENnCKf DBEMK (14BQ n Ms A Nai^trn 7 710 

J Deflate? (7) 10 

15 000460 OKAY BABY (13) J U Bater 5 7 10 XSted(S)5V 

16 000004 STOLEN MUSIC (LQR tor 4 710 <mW«Kh^)8V 

17 000000 KRSEPHONEnJLHroJ 710 OtoGtoaiU 

17 ■ 

Mmhr BOge n* JOh Tn« tender mlffa intone Id 7k 6b ffarwly 
flrevE 7 n 3b Ofay Baly to 13b Sden Male 69 13b toseptoe 6a Sb 
BEITMG: B-2 Boto Daratty, 11-2 Myttsas Mhtate, B-l Stofi With The 
Band, 10-1 toners RascaL 12-1 Prima SB, Qlpey Moceoa, 14-1 Rude 
AwidiwMnfc Spotted Eatfe. MeaWL Mbs PlfflAe, RmbbH ledga, 2S-1 
Komlaeky, WMcobw In, 33-1 etlm 


Z55 


635 


HARRISON TAMAR CLAIMiNG STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 5f 
510031 MMCMB11IRJCB(7)|C0) JBeny 795PFesMjr RGB 

2/215- RBXXJBtflBIF (50Q (D) DChapnan E 95 ACMbbmS 

021400 BCIMSM (8) (D) D ta^Jones 5 90 IDS^tt(^9 

031564 MBtTERN(U}{D)JMBraay4 90 J Mam 2 

014400 DEmFFYrat(U)(D)BMttWrei5812 — SSaaderel 

045320 SOUDBgtDOMWMM |10)(0) tte J0ae58 IB 

S WteGftr 3 B 


0021U0 DC WAD(2) (C) D MchcAS48 ID. 


.TSUMi[7)7 


00 WYNBURY H2BI (23) F Mtfply 8 U — 

653 BMTNfllXAp^JBahdSfi— 

203026 OHM'S GIFT (7) J Beny 8 6 

0252 KATE'S C8ACKES M U Chjnron 8 6_ 


-Jta*C9 
.TWRml 
— X Dailey 2 


015500 CAPIAMCARAr)2)|C19DMcMb689L^tofitma4B 

044328 HPEXnS5SCUqmGMMxre488 DttiGtaoaB 

__ g 

BETlUKt 7-2 The Hrepy Fa*. M Wham, 5-1 PalaceertB Tore*. 1X2 
Dm Wad, 8-1 Captak Caret. Rva Tan. 1D-1 RMtafataMe, 14-1 ottere 


Mitre ID 

00 P£TnET*aC{aB)NCJan*eften86 KStadf5)5 

301 StERfMABROm WGMTuire8 6 DNcGMb{7)8 

-UMnd- 

BETIDIB:3-lSwll^e,7-2BntlMte5-llireWfeCm*er l B-lSav- 
iy Ttaos, 10-1 Eaiatoi, EAWi Oft. 12-1 Rurelti Romo, 14-1 Wyterey 
Fh*r, 16-1 Wm CMtty. 20-1 atfarea 


835 


6w55 


NORTTOW AGGREGATES PflJRSSTfirCAP 
(CLASS E) E4J02S added 2Y0 6f 

1 2222 Off OF StVER (13) W Ja« 9 7 SSandnB 

2 2226 UBS HAT (21) J Bony 9 2 XDwley7 

3 4001 SAIOMOQRlARnN(19{IH7Eamft9B2 — _DM(0t4 

4 103 PtffiONflU (CD) D Barter 80 TMtaa2 

5 062 VELVET STORY (50) P hare, 7 13 MaGtooat 

6 64305 IREMOMOW (34) -IMdafey 7 10 tonVMl^S 


DURHAM HOME MAIDEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added lm 7f 177yds 

54Q AHPA IROaiP W MCC (SaMBMReveteS912AO*Ma4 


680600 HMRNNeR^(2DPBxlSs4911_DaaBMcitKM3H 

0046 G0)CNCE(17)(B^ Wlanb396 SSDadwtB 

2305 SURISEV{4E)MJdvsBn395 B Doyle 9 


60-506 CUSH OF SWOBS PQP tore 4 93.. 
522506 JUCROfl Ul) J Peace 389, 


K Darky 2 

_£ Batted 10 

— JFbrtnB 


06568 ZKCTSV»U(2S) WsMRevete386 

000504 F9ESUIEI0BaiffiFWtoai4 713 PFassoy(3)lV 

00062 eUR0UNKWUnSWB(lB)MWa«371D_ KSkadns 

-66036 PBWYPWOTOtr (4) RBarS 7 ID NKm»dy7 

-lOdedared- 

MMnsn ao^rt 7a 10b Tne ftandkqp neiffa: Penny topfionvt 7a 8b 
BETTWCt 3-1 Erotok Waddblfc 7-2 Go Kanos, 7-1 Penny PepperaM, 
B-lJrehrea, B«eh VUa, 10-1 AHtemdi Pitaee. Ctoh Of SwBRk, Sret- 
say,2S-lotes 



7JL0 


HYPERION 

&40 Protocol 6-10 Vignette &40 Davoskf 
7JD Eastern Lyric 7.40 Begorrat &10 Forest 
Fantasy 


RAINMLL NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4400 added 2V05f 

060010 0f*SY MOTH p4) (0) B 9 7 JWamtrB 

1540 EASTBBf LYIBC (1£) (D) 7 Bory 9 Z FHaterti(S)7 

13300 JACRBOr (9)(D) B Rodnet 90 JlftotaiS 


242300 HAPPY 00(8 03) DMototB 11 

33115? nSLG&LC2)(lK P bare 8 3. 


GOING: Good U> Finn (watered), 

STALLS: 1 m - m&lde; remamilcr - oiastde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hwh for 5rio Of; Low 7130yd to lnvflJyd. 

■ Alnwa Oat, Ltd- hand ova) comrc; «amgla 67 course. 

■ Course to nearjuncOor of A580 and M8- NcwVvi kuUwi 2m. AD- 
M1SSION: County Stand i) 5;^ Trecodk S9: Newton .“tend S4 tOAPS 
haKfWKC in Ifttcnsolb and Konm Stand). CAR PARS: Free. 
BUNKERED FIHOTTIME: Prinody AflUr (0-10). BaDydfarero 
fvaortd) C7-40), BcBOmt (7.40), BlchapMd (8.10). 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: DnoaU 1 0.40) won ft HtQfc 
dodron FMtfey. C3ytiaffiH Lad f8, JO) woo a Rrtkar on Sunday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Elder BID (7.40) A Ur Rom* 
(8.10) (D Monk); Vignette (tUO) (J GcMfen) and Canton Ven- 
ture (5.40) (SWdoda)aPanni 163 mileg frero NcwmarVa. Suffolk. 


3 

4 

5 

6 006034 HSYW»«?{12)MWEa*rty710- 

7 04064 OASSRNER0) PEvxs 7 ID 

_ j rlnrtiM flj _ 

Aettownwg* 7s IdO. Ttue hareft^j Hs^uner 7a 6b Glass 
After 73 3b 

BEITilB: 7-* 6^>y Mott, 3-1 Eastern lyric, S-l Ha*y Day*, 8-1 OrW 
GW, 7-1 Watentr, lO-lJaekafta, 20-2 flkw Rter 



7-40 


010000 

050030 BALLYDBEU (20) J H Uffeoi 9 0— , 
400354 BEGORWO t!6) B Ueenan 9 0 


5.40 


SUTTON RACING SCHOOLS APPRENTICE 
HTJAP (CLASS F) £3,300 added lm 4f 
155626 BOOM VBfftre (13) (OT^S Woods 59 13 £ BMP* 6 
03(44 SU3U5EHHCE (32) nCThrsn590JI barer (6)2 B 
241400 PROTOCOL 113) J h* 38 11 „_FiyreSi4 

ooooo- aunuD(usA)(iqMiitafiw58 7 d ante 3 

00622 T*»m W K Bute 3 8 3 DfeeamyB 


SWAN WITH TWO NECKS SELLING 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3YD lm 
(8) N Titer 9 5 — KhnlHteriB 
— I Carol 5 V 
jRMreatRB 

116245 80UB»C21)GQariiBany90 T E Iteraa (3) 4 

67 CWS8PHT<9)GMMOom90 JVfeawsS 

BOER HELD More 8 9— — NDay7 

05 HOMAMBer(U0UteASUca89 P Marts (5) ID 

000040 JQfmiU0r(21)BBa#ta9 JFE0«9 

-00563 LA DOYH9C (9) C Boedi 8 9 KMoa3 

i N Babteffl B 9_ TJ 


1 
2 
3 

d 
5 
G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

-lOdecteed- 

BETTHG: 11-10 Ba0>rret, lWDotero, 8-1 DodfesdaCwtig^ 10-1 
CMrfs Spfcfl, 1A1 La Doyaaoe, SgfiM, Oder «, 2D-1 often 


8 50-36? 


'toffll 


P3)(D)WMur67; 

-• metered - 

AMrunaG^AC fstiom. True tentfeap w eff t: Supemkk 79 5b 
BEHW& S2 Itextev 3-1 PratneoL 7-2 Caaten Vcrem, 6-lSmrenddc, 
Sorete, B-l Saeret Santee 


&10 


KNOTTY ASH HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4400 added lm 30yds 




E.B.F. RENAULT MADEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £4,550 added 2VD Of 

MUUSHHTB Median 90 MMtett2 

0(S HEflJHYA9nS5KBK(U) R HoOnsnead 9 0 FLynttB 

UUUMAMA P Esant 9 0 IFEfiaa* 

30 (BGBND OF UMC 06 -I Gkaer 90 T tofts 3 

32 ffiQteSTOR(34);«2Sea(d9 0 KtoteiS 

4 SARA H00N CUSSK) (1G) KMcflt^9e9 0-.WJoxaaBOr8 

B0UMAfWTEastefliy8 9 I Carroll 

00 CAKUeSPETttABaieyBe S Dome 7 

5 VUNET1E (USA) (IS) 1 Gosten 6 9- 

-9l 


045213 BMNMG8BI(ll)PM>Mtto691DJlBHnlielMta7V 

060138 TMSEF0RAP0UM>{19JGinar397 T toft* 17 

•03300 TBSW0FUE5fUSA)|28)|S)MJctasBnd9BJWiawr3 

-00550 C<BSSai(29)(qRHtteGhad49 5 FLynftlS 

00301 F0RE5TFANTA9f RCD) JVtretyi4 94ffiar_PRabnts (^6 

30053 OCHOS RSOSfS) fC) B RcOsrel 69 3 TE0urem(3)9 

00300 i wnsrup paj P)SKanerel5B3-i> 0 ne«rey W8B 
202305 SUPBVRDEfq MreM toreay593-_WJ0‘0BBMr24B 

002033 IffiXE MATCH (10) J JONeR 4 92 J Cam* 12 

DHototfl 


BETTOfe 6-4 Vtoetla. 6-4 Raqnactor, 7-1 Leesnd Of Lm*. 124. Ato- 
tant, 18-1 Sare Haas Ctarefc, 201 Boto Maw 2S-1 otters 


&40 


BAREYS ORf&NAL BSSH CREAM HVAP 
(CLASS E) £4,100 added lm 2f 120yds 

1 -10031 DAVOSM (1) (CD) B Ws 3 9 13 SO) DUMB 

2 30240 MARAD B » P 8)(q)aHnBrgfteadS911 LOattart7 

3 VH1U MCGU3CUD0TRS6(B) Eta5a69'lD(5e4Jto1Hrer2 

4 006004 WENfBRBGE LM) (7) A Baisy 7 8 10 J Weaver IV 

5 000606 8BCESAL SLOW (4) (CO) P Bans 487 IFEPnBB 

B 30000 JMIMB91 (25M J H MSDn 4 8 3 PMekHI' 

7 -50000 nSKay«n«(g)lMBafcy482 S Drama 4 B 

B 402144 PORmESOPME(22}(P9 M8dnan681_DMena0(7)5 
9 556400 mtCURT(M) J6fener4 8 0 T toft* 3 B 

-9 dadarad- - 

BEITW&941lcaht^Reft^ll^DretoftL4-lM»»ft»».6^W«re- 
Mto Lad, lOlGenaiai Gkift 12-1 Hereare. M-ltelareer, PorttoSa- 
pU6,lB-lPrtnea^ After 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 000050 WNSraN(Q(D)J6e(hel491. 

11 001500 WR0UGH(27}|D)DMDni3691 NDqrlS 

12 500200 SMMSH VERDICT (11) P) D Smfltl 10 9 1 KMral3 

13 461121 CUnmiUUVS(D)JMGtamy6813«to)SDranmlO 

14 534500 NAUGHTY PtSTDL(lISA) (9) Phare 5 8 B IFE*BD5B 

LDatM9 IS 000064 iMTQUEENIteBANCll) UbA) 4R485 MFMmll 

16 000400 H0K1HS8I JUDGE (27) Alarms 4 7 13 PDm(7)«B 

17 335300 PRnEFARINBt(4)(D)Ttoete4712JI«MiM{7)2B 

_ jj _ 

BETDN& 1X2 Ctytta HU Lad, B-l Ochoa Rios, 7-1 Fosaft Fantasy, B-l 
toteagtoa^s^MreftbJJJ-ltoaeftrAPBtaftteaetoBlattavtoa- 
Ui Venfct. May Queen Mc^ss, 12-1 others 


■ Newburv OJWt 

Ladbrokes 

Ttrta 


15-8 

9-4 


6-1 

- 1U 


7-1 

13-2 

BaB Parodtee 

-B-l 

6-1 

Marfa Dora 

11-1 

8-1 

Cbier Mnnardi 

9-1 

9-1 

PreatterBav 

1A-1 

14-1 

Shadoof 

14-1 

14-1 

RnanttB 

14-1 

16-1 

Cfiwm ParaifiBo 

20-1 

20-1 

Gift Token 

20-1' 

20-1 

Ramdandiut 

28-1 

25-1 


RACING RESULTS 


SJOll. PRINCESS TOPAZ (MHils) 7-1; 
2. Brand New Danro 12-1: 3. Cto «« Uf 
to. ID ran. ¥/■, IV*. (C CjSEfl- Me £3090; 
£3.10. £4.00. £l-SO. DF: £71.20. CSFi 
£81-15. Tricasc £263J7. Trio: £86.40. 

4^0c 1. EBOU (M rt#s) 7-2; 2. WarainR 
Bonn 9-4 tav; 3. FBft No Rear 19-1- 6 
ran. 37* 37* (G Wtaggi.'Totes: £3^0; £2.70. 
£1.10. DuM Forecasc £2.60. CSF: £637. 
Imperial Scholar (3-1) wfttakaen not under 
onfere; Rute 4 applies to all bats, deduction 
25p m tte pound. 

4^0; 1. BRAMXW JACK (L DatKEt) 2-K 
2. Pita* Da U* ll-ll 3. Contentment 5-L 
5 ran. 11-2 tav AI In leader (4th). V*. V*. 
(I Batotf). Tom: £3.00; £2.10, £3.70. DF: 
£14.30. CSF: £19-51- 
jedtpot n« won (pool of £14,40a&8 ear- 
ned toward to Newton ntfayl. 

Ptocepct £367.70. toadpoC £26J0. 
Place 6: £341.09. Ptaee 6: £21963. 


BEVERLEY 

200: 1. SEUK5F0N (D HDtenO) 8- 1: 2. 
Piodam 4-l:3.Sh»^Dreicw7-L12ran. 
7-2 to Sushi Bar (5th). 1 'h. 6 IS WHtems). 
TM« £1050; £260, £1.60. £2.40. DF: 
£2a4a CSFi £3869 Trtcasc £22407. The 
£6620. Non Rumer: Rose Of Glenn. 

2J0: 1. TtZZBi U Wsavw) 2-1; 2. Nate- 
Isre 4-6 toe 3. Lady From Uknertck 12-L 

7 mo. 2, 4. (M Jof*«on).Ttote: £300: EJ.40, 
£L20. DFi £1.90. CSFi £300. 

305: 1. ESHTUAL « Darteyl evens to! 
2.HaraniAGnea»9-2;3lMeRtBCrere 10-1. 

8 ran. Hr, TtL U Dirtow. WK £L90: £L5(L 
£2.16 DF: £6.70. CSF: £5.H7. Tocasc 
£25.63. 181$: Chief Monarch. McGRycud^/ 
Reds. 


3^8: 1- LADY OF THE LAKE (K Corley) 9-2; 
Z. Jama I caw RtfH 14-1; 3. totttway 
14-1 9 ran. 100-30 jttaisDIrab. Star Rage. 
13. U Dredop). TMre £450; £2.40, £3.90. 
£430. DP £402a CSF: £6106. Tncasc 
175336. Trtp: £302.90. NR: Coh She, No. 

4,05: 1 PAI5Y CUtSYTH (D Hartson) 52: 
2. Atarays Lucky 8-11 to: 3L Time Tb Tteo 
5-1 5 ran. 4, ?>. (Mre LSubbsj. TMk £300: 
£110. £110. DF: £150. CSF: £4.57. 
NRE Biamey Part; CeWc Venture. 

435: 1 DBA fG Carta) 7-2; 2. Bolero 
Kid 5-2 fac 3. Danzig Flyer 7-1 10 ran. 
Hd. 17*. (D Malay). Tate! £4.30; £120. 
£2.10. £2.90, DF: £9.90. CSF; £12.35. Tn 
case £54.61 Tree £2190. NR: Lord Of Love. 
Ptecepot £14.60. QuaCta^ £5.60. 

Ptaee 6: £24.66. Place 5: £6.42. 


iS 





2JL0 Shrnoose 

2jW MARIE DORA (nap) 

3JL0Bahr 

340 Decorated Haro 


HYPERION 

4vlD Busy Fight (rib) 
4w40 Chflth'Ri^s Choice 
5JL0 Ms 


DRAW Ml tf RftPW s^ikK. fsreviro 

ADMISSION: Members EM ; Tfttersalb 

+£8377; S Baamm — S8 srinnera, 438 
nmntaa. 6.6*, Tlnrr". rides IPJIfc, +S24.67;l 
^aiwtenas. 28B rote, 1 1.7^4 X14.70. 


Det- 

rldce. 


Love 


[230 


BROSVENOR CASINO BRISTOL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) ESflOO added 2Y0 fUBes 6f 

SW *T 2 L“ 

fgynn rBPSS ffhe Oieen) lad HrtFBtai 8 11 

BtejUOUN (P A Jenft 


_ . 

eAmaURMUSA) (36) (torctan N MrHoun) J SoEden 8 11 

=^^tow^todUd)RHannon 8 U 


DMmfsan2 
— J Umi 
a 


H3)(8arajd» Sul Ufl R Hannon 8 U — 

Wchte Smta tong PainaiftpJ A Nomvto 8 ll 

t OCT ffitflii 6 ttGW 8 wai<B)A»taMMnteBll 

MSaaia flnafCamatvcrJBHMWinSll— — — -■ 

»iwcHroiinH>™it^^ Fantof,8rnQ,JGo ^ an8il 

S^ElLTRter(IIS<)lB£SargBlBr) P OumjB^ ljBrTi 6 13 

cut n V tend P Oeocte-Hiren 8 11 — — - 


Drew mu 


imacALiteST (usaj ir e www) p- o ^ 

a0BW) CH0RUB(MBBVSretetelPQMBpimpM811 

a*»0OSEIGoc*rtftn Sneed bin Sutra 8 11 

C Wd B 11 


SWEET SORROW (wsraiorwi = 
IHAIKSGMnBCBIOAseCMaartai DChBfpdSll—-— 

DMisYUWM/CeptJMscdonsb-ftjdBnanIJ ftrftpSll . 

- 16 dotterel - 


__M Roberts 1 

W Ryan 5 

K FaAoa 4 

I Raid IS 

L Dettori 12 

GDriBcUS 

A Carters 

jPalBldeiyil 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

1$ — - - -lBdecterel- 

7 < o— y,-— 4.1 Un^J IMO. 11-2 Scared Oiunft 8-1 Theftsateifc 12-1 CaBIc Cross. 

1996: Cw»n (USA) 2 8 11 L Dean 8-1 0 eceowjtoin (14) 19 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

|S« ,^1» .H U MII nraras have a Rohatt Sangter connection and choosing 
beiwerei them Is tar from s Da tfRtawuT. Keren Faflo n partners ftto tad T^AwfioB 
bvWocttroncutof Mualcale lutaeaten lnflvejuvarnle starts before taWng the Fred Par- 
wMa Jolw Re*J hoes Second Cteonre, Dy Scenic out c4 a ratethe id Amaranda and 

newamer. SHWOOSE. win test them 

i® in tt* Guinees. AraUno cost 50.000ei» and does ha« ptaty of prtetiralon 

ma tehreteaeted cut of P89! Btonche. add o«r a ndta ”^ ■*£- *** 
Omracreimands respea as a damJtwr of SeUaH out ofawnrthfi [mireftlh 

course ezpanenai and plenty of paternal tar improvement. Selection. SHMOOSE 


l oan) B0NUSPRWT HANDICAP (CLASS O W 
added 3Y01m2f 


BAT (20) (Q (D| (pdme Cartefi P tore 9 7 . 


434130 . , 

455465 BAUfW6ftOfS£P4)fq(AIM^PartreiSTlp)P^90. 
350100 C*ejAAPAI«aSO(l^(qlQim*reWi^«PCft90- 
04-100 G8T70RHI(32)(MaDaS)DChappsi89 


CLsetter(5)2 96 
■tBkteyS :96 

I Raid 5 88 

JtFMon 4 86 


4-215 SONGOFBffi»M(21)BP»)efisd*Miaarwne«lGa9to88J.D«Ddl2Jffi 

012001 WWIV ROMANCE (USA) (20) (NxUtt M) BtertuyBa Wgtog W 

03S51 CWF MONARCH Ofl(ft»NJaS[«flB Smart 3 7. « 

0-3000 RABBWCi»|lB)M Hayes) R Hannon B 6 — AateOTU* O 

042-10 PRilCE OF DOIAt. (76) (BF) (J S Qftn) D Aitsdhna 8 3 S MtoCIth 1 103 


160 BtZAMU|21)(RVmGektoUmHinfi8to82- 


_M Roberts 9 90 


01056 lto,fcD, 2»9I I 2 

333616 SHADOOF (13 (Us H lay) WMiar80 RMu*en(H3 98 


1 
2 
3 
a 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 . . 

-12 doctored - 

HETn» 94 S«« Of RwdotelW Pi®** Of Draw, 8-1 Party tonanee. 13-2 WPeatoa. 
91Ateta Dan, 10-1 BMdMaaaR^ IM Prendre Bay. lfi-lBjaratora, CtoereaPwfco, Shadral, 
20-1 GniteBB, 2M. RatadeacteK 

1996: Greengaod (USA) 3 8 11 L Deoni 1&2 g GoBten) tkawn (fi 15 tan 

POMIOUDE 

It is stretching a point to suggest that SONG OF FREBlOM would have won at Ascot 
(10f) last dme but for stumbhigjua before the home bend, but he was being beta up 

towatothB bat* when ihelnddBntoccijred end so had little eftsree of recouefy. Franwe 
Detun rid not gve up stra it away, but was easy on Song Of Freedom through the ft- 

nal furlong. What ras happened inttie meantime ib ThADantesquB' second to Song Of 

Freedom In a Pontelraa maiden on July 8 - has come out to wm twice. 2erpori, feunn, 
too boosted me tom when gdng on Jo gve Sr forty a mreeJen&h beaopg at New- 
marteL forcing lacdcs seem to sue Premier Bay. but he has 9ft 71b to defy. John Reid 
has Ddden Wm on two of Ire blest three starts, including when wtnrmg at York, but he 
sides wtth Cinema Psndbo, who was over a tnp too far I12Q at Goodwood last tone. 
Even so. he Iooks a tttrty-fo-pi8ce coll. More sppesing Is fss stabtenae Bafl Paradise. 

who was a credrtable ttflh to future Perfect in a wtaabie handrap owr tfns trip, also at 
Goodwood. Iasi tone. Ball Paradise Is a seopey asking with sold handteap form. Chief 
Uoowch, Bten oui of a race ai Bewtfley yesterday because of the soft ground, has pro- 
gessed web ftter being wraced at two. but Prince Of Denial might be ahead of the 
hanricappar. He non a Kempton hanttcap m May In the style of m improving home, but 
tt*n k#ired Ns rtfw fore fettock at Ungflekt and has needed time to recover. Marta Dora 
mates eBch-ww appeaL She has decern fonn at shonar taps and may weD improve again. 

Selection: SONG OF FREEDOM 


aio 


GROSVBWR CASINOS WKSHMGIDN SINGER 
STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) £34000 added 2V07f 


BBC2 


1 FRUITS OF LOVE (USA) (12) (D) (M Doyle) M Johnson 9 0 JWnverS - 

3 QUO ASSURANCE (USA) (21) (MaknunAIMsteunlEDirtip 8 11 -KFABoallOO 

3 SPEAKERS CHAR (14) (KAttkIMuRCtatHXl 8 11 Pfttotey5 - 

1 BAHRf48)(I9C9ftAAIiiBlAttttun)aw89 M»2120 

BQRAMIDr J AEHcbbyilBaktagSS L Dettori 4 - 


CRY HONOURS (USA) IRESBneaedPOanto%em 88 . 

-Bdedaed- 


JRekfG - 


BETTWO: 154 Babe, 7-2 Rites Of tew, M Ctty Hoorare, B-l Qalet Anurance, 7-1 Botral, IM 


1996: Sme Fft 2 9 0 M Mg 4-7 to (B Hfcl town (« 5 tan 
F0RM0UDE 

Bate is a ffly against five colts but there was a lot to like about her whining debut at Don- 
caster (7fJ In Jure when her six rivals (Heniy CecH, John Gosden and Ian Balding repre- 
sented) ware strung out Uke three- mile chasers behnd her, efttnu^i no doubt the sottish 
Sound ptsyed a pan In tael. Bui just an fina tonprasnom, she taota risoneny usehi. ftAaih 
Johnston Is excited about ha current crop of juveniles and l»s FRUITS OF LOVE s veil 
bred and an tmprasave winner on his debut at Newcastle i7f) - Denting Prompt Dekvery 
by »er two lerrgjhsmth the other five runnaretosng contact. Qpkk Assurance a a sure- 
lire hiture uemer and vas a pleesftgthlrtt n Senaen on tos Ascot debut [7fl, whAe Speak- 
eFs Chah shaped wan when Owfl in a Newmarket maiden tun weeks back but may need 
an own suffer test of stamina, being by Shvtey Helens out of a half-sister to Rartrow 
Quest. Banal and City Honours must be deoent id be taking on winners and the mar- 
ket shoftd be a docent guide where they are concerned. Selection: FWfTS OFLOVE 

fo^K] GROSVENOR CASMOS HUNQERKSRD STAKES I hum| 
l 0 ’^ 7 ! (Grocv 3) £30J)00 added Tf 64yds (Round) < 


_Pat Eddery 1 BUB 
D Doaeboe 3 108 


1 33085 W ROSE (33) (CD) (Wfc Salty D Loder 5 9 3 

2 05000 AtHUSHIARAK (30) (D) (H AMtaOHl K Mdxfi 4 9 0 — 

3 -00331 CADEAIKimsr(34}(D) AtetaounMMatttun) EDuntap590 F? Ms 5 109 

4 2-613 B KCORAIHl HBX) [20) [CD) [Eoo of b® lAHMati J Gcabi 59 D.l Dettori 2 119 

5 504304 «I0MBIBI<B)(BraiMan)TnMft69O P McCabe T W 0 

6 022013 l UM Bt P t HP Hfflfig (9Q)(C0) OirStoeTO PTrrM B Meehan 4 9 OJ! Tftbftt 8 B 105 

7 32-633 MeSRMERA (IS) U LC Ptarcei GlMagg4 8 11 M Ms 10 103 

8 00022 IMCmmmLlMEtiSO^HQirnrlUMinsan^BU fHkmwBlM 

9 3-1143 CAFTAN C0UJNS (20) (D)(RE93nste)POapoMlyam 388 DHterirae4108 

ID 42-301 DAS1E (15) (0)IQiewteftekSBJtO MS&UE3S5 I tod 9105 

■ 10 — 

BETTMGt 1S8 Doga, 8-1 Decanted Hem, 112 Cadent Ttyat, 8-1 Bn to*. 10-1 tofaki Cotens, 
ItelAeread HMg^ 12-1 UBcnratoftlfltett-lltewRMeteRS-lAterafilarak. 40-1 IMbiBtter 
lfl96i BA Rosie 4 9 0 L Dettoi 9-2 ID tolar) rtawi (8) 8 an 
FORM GUDE 

Ahhou^i meet of these merti a shot at Group Three company, they do not stand out as 
reedy wlnnera at trts level - the- racepdon beng DECORATED HERO, h can he taten as 
a negative that he has spent much of Ns nme at home leading Benny The Dip fii hrs MXk. 
Cut peshsps that should be regretted as a compkmeflt- Decorated Hero was weO bekw 
tarm in NeMcasUe’s Beeswing States Bar time out when ha was adrift of thfid-placed 
Captain Cofins, bur he has get io be worm another chance raw reunited with Frantoe 
Deson, who steered him to a neck woi over Reseucture over the course and ifistance last 
month. DsBfa rr»y not be robust enough to (ate two or three quirt ore, but she was 
trained to the mmuta a«J won well fa shade cheetaW from UncondUonai Love In a List- 
ed race owr ttw trip at Goodwood test tome. Dazzle loves the srinmer going, has a turn 
of foot and ran a Hire race to be thntt in the Guneas considering she was stow coming to 
hand l»s spre^. The race could be set i4> tor her if the para is a BMady one, but Deco- 
rated Hero s more the battle -hardened horse. Cadeam Tryst & m his prime nmr and 
can do best of the otters. tol eetto ix : DECORATED HERO 


4JJ0 


NEWTOWN STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 added 
lm 4f 

4 ID-12 BRGHTWHIER(14IBF)(KAbiktoi>HCBd)49B IMnl 

11-230 BUSTFUOffP«WGWiidtellWB)*494. 

412 PENDID gBA) (28) (D) ot AtobWnR OwWn 380- 


-02304 wniMH ME (amiH B H Ptro FMW Sakrgi) P Cole 3 8 7 
-Adedared- 


MHNs3 

-PftEddwy* 
I Reid 2 


BETTMB IM (toy W 9* Prated, IM Bti0* Water, IM YmtaUre 
1996: Heron feted 3 8 9 1 fed 11-2 <P CMpte HyamJ dam «5J 6 art 
FORM GUIDE 

BUSY FUGHT raced much too fieely In the Hardwicke States at Ro^fAsax. but he tooted 
better taan ever when running ^ Time Allowed dose m the Joctey CM* Stakes at Newmer- 
het on Ms reappea ran c e and he can mate all hare on tha test ground he iites. It was a 
tot of a blow r* see Britftt Water duffed up by Bahamian Sunshine at Goodwood last 
tone, but he Is fctfriy-rarad and plenty smart enougt to mate Busy FHgit stretch an the 
way- ytortrebirw has not quite developed as seemed possfole this season and Pentad fs 
preferred. He Is developing wed Judged «» his Newmarket second to Corradm and shapes 
as If he wril stay tariher. Sdectfoo: BUSY FUGHT 


A AQl LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS P) £3^325 added to stakes 
~ 2m 


432303 THAUANAH(29(WCn»nBSnBn5100 
00411 NMKAIB) (UR (Hanxto AI Maonmv J Dinfop 4 9 9 


44-2S2 VEN R0MA8A PS (Baieys Hose Feecfej M JrtoGBin 3 8 
320222 BBUAItetSUW (21) O Lome) JPdmgQ 7 13 



003U12 CHUBEN , SCN0iCE|S)(QP) OAs A VTcenan) WMusson67 10 
_ 5 dsfllwd ™ 

lUUnn we&ib 7a 108. True Aanfrap weight; Cnsaws CUce 7a 9R>. 

BEIIWfc 7-4 Mrerawt 7-2 QftlreahiCbolc«i,MIlw4wift,5-lVlcki Roo ra ^ 8-1 DteateM tea 
1996: Bn Vfirances 4 9 5 T Sprite M (A Fwfci) dram 1 1} 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

MAWARED has apparently fti0Uerwd off a law. He has wan twk» at Sandown over la 
fijrtor^ end shapes as if he*« be even better overtwo rrrtes. VIcW Roman Is upped in 
tap. but & by Ota Vic, WMB Thftfonab has been runreng credttatty. CMMrerVs Cbolea 
Is a mare In form. ? elec t tea MAWARED 

C ml JACK COLLING POLAR JEST APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
l° b ' w l (CLASS E) £4,500 added 6f 

1 oo-ooo 

2 460006 

3 062504 

4 021122 

5 -45004 

6 rmm 

I 00300 LADY 

8 605033 teSC 

RESBa-TKRIfKMWWJtosBabMHosniCtoerTaiO A Pott (3) 2 

ID -23263 JOHN SAMS (7) Iftttad Geer (fro Parang) M Bel 3 8 ID RMtaraia 

II 111550 THE RJGCK (11) (0) U A Hafrrxnfi P ItahBl 4 8 8 SCtentBU 

12 14(H» CROE50Cn«ES(U)m(ttoesrada 

13 655526 BtUPT(12) (DjlP 



14 000035 


S(W)WI 


wnmfi PMsrhBl4 88 SCmntBU 

saiaac^E^ =3 bk 

rod J Smnt* J Mger 5 7 13 .__^B Btetete Blfl 


BETIMG: E-l Ahnad. 1« toftst foe toot, Dftta ScM, 7-1 lah Dleste, M The Fate- 
Hire. 9-1 Prisy tebras. 10-1 Joto EBra*, tt-lCmnoCpma, Mb, Saaraar, 14-1 ErapLMoo- 
teodre, Setreor Rfogo 

19Sfc Ftt^ firtres 6 10 0 P P Mai*y 9-1 0 S Moore} tem ® 9 ran 
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sport 


It is all very well for Hussain to campaign for a tougher line but 
in making a case for verbal abuse he is on dangerous ground 


* 


A pretty obvious truth about the 
present series of Test matches is that 
Australia are better at batting and 
bowling. They are tough competi- 
tors, too, but nobody should run 
away with the idea that this matters 
more than technical accomplish- 
ment. 

1 mention this because England's 
vice -captain, Nasser Hussain, ap- 
pears to believe that a strong case 
can be made for bad-mouthing the 
opposition. In a passage from a 
book serialised by the Daily Mail, be 
wrote: “In the last three Cornhill 
Tests we have not shown the same 
mental strength as the Australians." 

Referring to county cricket, he 
added: “No one is sledging any- 
one... the gap between this cosy lit- 


tle world and Test cricket is im- 
mense. The Aussies are at us all the 
time both physical and verbally... 
they are abusing you, nicking you, 
making it very clear that they want 
you back in the pavilion 
pretty quick.” 

As any number of past lest play- 
ers will testify, sledging in cricket is 
not a modem phenomenon but to 
make public a clash between 
romantic legend and the reality of 
today’s sporting life is to my min d 
irresponsible. It lays bare the bitter 
truth that sport is not wbat a lot of 
people imagine. 

A veteran professional footballer 
once explained, with great simplic- 
ity and patience, some facts of life 
that had been kept from me. “Be 


careful,’’ he said, “because there are 
people out there who won’t think 
twice about doing you harm " 

It is not hard to guess that there 
are many influential people in sport 
who resist the idea that a per- 
former can afford to be compas- 
sionate. Be first is their abiding 
philosophy. 

Bearing this in min d, you are 
bound to wonder sometimes what 

sport wiU look like m the future. Will 

it be more about attitude than 
performance? 

Following a defeat at Arsenal on 
Monday, the Coventry City man- 
ager, Gordon Strachan, spoke hon- 
estly about where his team stands 
in the wider scheme of things, 
which will probably again come 



KEN JONES 


down to whether it can survive in 
the Premier League. “We can be 
fairly good," he said, “but only if the 
players work hard and have the 
:r attitude.” 

i from a distance, this applies 


to at least half die teams Coventry 
will come up against- Moderate ab&- - 
rty, maximum effort and not much 
in the way of inspiration. 

It is a description that can be ap- 
plied, in the main, to the efforts of 
England's cricketers. A fine line in 
good fortune here and there but 
when serious questions were asked 
they were not good enough. 

Even the best cricket brains seem 
unsure about the answer to this but 
to suppose that it rests entirely with 
a more militant approach sets a bad 
example to the game's next gener- 
ation. 

Frankly, I have long since rejected 
the idea of sports events as a 
matter of life and death or even a 
reason for disturbed sleep. Doubt- 


less this does not fit in with popu- 
lar thin king , but I am conrfdrtaWe 
with it 

Most people who get angry about 

sport do so m the absurd hope that 
it will bring about improvement. It 
is a childish mechanism and they are 
' usually disappointed. 

A conclusion arrived at person- 
ally is that the steasfy application 
of organised publicity is as dam- 
aging to British sport as the 
removal of team games from 
school curriculums. It increases 
pressure on the pe rfor meis and sets 
up victory as the only worthwhile 
objective. 

A worrying thing about Hus- 
sain's remits is that they gained the 
immediate support of two past. 


England captains of quite djfff- ,rcn * 
temperaments, Graham Gooch ana 
David Gower. Bearing in mmu 
that Gooch would like to hear na- 
tional anthems played before lest 
matches, it makes you wonder wnat 

cricket is coming to. 

This week saw a vulgar outnurM 
on the field at Chelmsford when 
Essex and Glamorgan met lor a 

g lace in the NatWesl Trophy final. 

toking. up hotter and hotter fires 
in the players will lead inevitably to 
repeats of that incident. 

It is all very well for Hussain to 
campaign for a tougher line but in 
making a case for verbal abuse he 
is on dangerous ground and should 


CRICKET: Warwickshire cruise to fourth NatWest Trophy final in five years 


Sussex 
succumb 
to Donald 


JON CULLEY 


reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 342-3 
Sussex 237 

Warwickshire win by 105 runs 


Faced with the prospect of scor- 
ing 300 in 49 overs when they re- 
sumed their rain-affected 
semi-final against Whnvidcshire, 
Sussex were never in the hunt 
here yesterday, losing wickets too 
frequently to stand a realistic 
chance of overhauling the home 
side’s formidable 342 for 3. 

Only if someone could have 
emulated Rajesh Rao’s phe- 
nomenal efforts for Sussex 
against Derbyshire in the quar- 
ter-finals, when the 22ryear-old 
newcomer produced a match- 
winning 158, were Y&rwickstaire 
even remotely likely to be denied 
their fourth NatWest Trophy 
final in five years. 

No such innings was forth- 
coming and, while Mark Newell 
(79) and the captain Peter 
Moores (45) did their utmost to 
take a degree of respectability 
back with them to Hove, the 
winning margin of 105 runs 
accurately reflected the superi- 
ority of the home side. 

The left-handed batsman 
David Hemp deservedly col- 


Edgbaston 

scoreboard 


Sussex non mas 
WARWKKSMIE 343 far 3 (D L Hemp 
mi». N M X Smim 72. D P Ostler 58. 
A J Moles 5®. 

SUSSEX 

(Ovamlgrt 43 far 2} 

CWJ ftheyb Donald 3D 

M Newel b DonsW 79 

N R Taylor tun out 12 

K Newell H GObs .... .33 

V C Drains c Hemp b Simn J5 

•TP Moores b Donald 45 

P w Jams to* b Donatrt is 

A A Khanc Snub b Donald A 

M A RoUnsor not out —3 

Extras (M. b3, wlO) 15 

Total fS3J. oven) 337 

M (coot): 3-53. 4-73. 5-122, 6-147. 
7-133. &-221. 9-233. 

Bowling! welch 10-1-45-1: Brawn 80- 
230; Gles 12-0-70-1: Dcraw 10-1-1-37- 
5: Small 6-0-21-0: SmNfl 7-0-30-1. 
Umpires: J H Hampshire and K E Palmer, 


lected the man of the match 
award for his unbeaten 111 on 
Wednesday, although the match- 
winning performance in yester- 
day’s segment was contributed 
by Allan Donald, whose final de- 
livery clattered into Moores' 
leg stump as Sussex capitulated 
to the first ball of the 54th over. 

The South African pace 
bowler - who will give way to 
Brian Lara as Warwickshire's 
overseas player next season - hit 
the stumps three times on the 
way to figures of 5 for 37. 

Kept in reserve until yester- 
day by the acting captain, Nefl 
Smith. Donald began Sussex’s 
downfall by bowling Bill Athey 
in the fifth over of the morning. 
Rested after five overs, he re- 
turned just before lunch to daim 
Mike NeweB as his second vic- 
tim and then took all three 
wickets to fall in an afternoon 
session lasting little more than 
20 minutes, giving himself time 
to catch a flight home to South 
Africa last night to receive a Pres- 
idential Sports Award gold 
medal from Nelson Mandela. 

After losing Athey, Sussex 
made their task more difficult by 
suffering their second run-out. 
Mike NeweB changed his mind 
about a run after a push to point, 
leaving Neil Thylor stranded 
half-way down the pitch as 
Thevor Penney’s throw hit the 
stumps at the non-striker's end. 

Taylor’s departure brought 
in Keith NeweU to join his broth- 
er, but he was bowled by the left- 
arm spinner Ashley Giles after 
the pair put on 49 in 11 overs. 
Vasbert Drakes, a big hitter 
who might have given War- 
wickshire cause for concern, 
lasted only 15 balls before he was 
caught at deep midwicket by 
Hemp off South's off-spin. 

Moores and Mike Newell 
ensured that the contest would 
at least continue after lunch by 
adding 45 in eight overs but, 
when Donald returned, NeweB 
stepped away to attempt a forc- 
ing stroke and was beaten for 
pace, Sussex's last, remote hopes 



Warwickshire’s wicketkeeper, Keith Piper, celebrates with Allan Donald after success 
In the NatWest Trophy semi-final against Sussex yesterday Photograph: Empics 


disappearing with his off stump, and Nkk Knight, was soon en- ■ Robert Croft, the England and 
With neither Paul Jarvis oor joying his 10th success in 11 Glamorgan off-spinner, has been 
Amur Khan equipped to survive matches in that capacity. Essex fined £1,000 and warned as to his 
for long as Donald completed his will need to be on their mettle future conduct by his county af- 
haul, Neil Smith, elevated to one- to deny Warwickshire another ter his confrontation with Essex’s 
day captaincy in the absence of celebration at Lord's on 6 Mark Ilott during Tuesday's 
both the injured Tim Munton September. NatWest Trophy semi-final. . 


Best make their mark 
with record spree 


Long after Wednesday’s Welt- 
klasse meeting had finished, the 
Letzigrund Stadium - emptied 
of 20,000 people - bore a sin- 
gle testimony to the extraor- 
dinary events of preceding 
hours. 

The digital dock by the fin- 
ish line remained fixed on the 
5,000 metres time Haile Ge- 
brselassie had recorded in set- 
ting the third world record of 
the night - 12min 41.86sec. 
The more one looked at it, the 
more improbable it appeared. 

Zurich had witnessed histo- 
ry in the breaking - never be- 
fore had this flagship of a grand 
prix meeting produced more 
than two world records at a 
time. The only comparable oc- 
currence in recent times came 
12 years ago in Oslo, when Steve 
Cram, Said Aouita and Ingrid 
Kristiansen set new marks in the 
mile, 5,000 and 10,000m re- 
spectively. 

The names of Gebrselassie, 
Wilson Kipkeier and Wilson 
Bait Kipketer - Wednesday’s 
record breakers in the 5,000m, 
800m and 3,000m steeplechase 
- will be forever linked by 
virtue of their collective per- 
formance on a muggy Swiss 
evening. 

“Everything was perfect- the 
weather, pace and crowd,” said 
Wilson Kipketer after surpass- 
ing die oldest major record in 
the book, Seb Coe’s 16-year-old 
800m mark of 1:41.73, with a 
time of 1:41.24. 

Of the three, he was the 
only one whose race was against 
the clock, and after he had been 
paced through 400 metres in 


Mike Rowbottom looks back on an 
extraordinary evening in Zurich where ^ 
the statisticians had a field day 


48. lOsec - a second faster than 
Coe had travelled m setting his 
record in Florence in 1981. 

Recalling the moment when 
the pacemaker dropped away 
from him during that run, Coe 
said: “The response of the 
crowd at that moment is like 
nothing else. In a stadium such 
as Oslo, Brussels. Zurich or 
Ctystal Palace, they know the sit- 
uation, what you’re going for, 
and the reaction coming out of 
the darkness is a magic moment, 
a surging push in the back." 

So it was for the naturalised 
Dane as he advanced on gazelle 
legs towards the prize he has 
had in mind for two years - and 
the additional world record 
bonus of $50,000 (£33,000) and 
a 1kg gold ingoL 
Zurich, with an annual bud- 

f et of £15m, can afford the 
esL When the best perform, 
they get a reception which very 
few other venues match. Tie 
acoustics of the stadium are 
such that the air seems to buzz 
with nose, most particularly on 
the terracing within the 
V-shaped stand beyond the fin- 
ish line - athletics’ version of 
the Kop. 

Wilson Bait, who lowered the 
steeplechase mark to 7:59.08, 
had company until the last 30 
metres, when he broke clear of 
two fellow Kenyans, Bernard 
Barmasi and the man who had 
set the world record cm the same 


track two years earlier, Moses 
KiptanuL 

Gebrselassie did his dam- 
age over the final 200 metres to 
shake off the challenge of the 
5000m world champion. Daniel 
Kronen. 

The Kenyan, who finished 
with a Commonwealth record 
of 12:44.90. confirmed yester- 
day that he will race over 
1500m at Gateshead on 7 Sep- 
tember. 

He will be joined by fellow- 
Kenyans Kiptanui, who will run 
in the steeplechase, and the 
world 10,000m champion. Sal- 
ly Barsosio, who is down for the 
3,000m. 

Coe was not the only Britor. -V 
to lose a record on the night. 
In finishing second to Hicham 
El Guerrouj in the 1500m with 
a lime of 3:28.95, Fennin Ca- 
cho of Spain beat Steve Cram's 
European mark of 3:29.67, set 
as a world record in 1985. 

Dave Moorcrnft. chief exec- 
utive elect of the British Ath- 
letic Federation, also lost his 
European record of 13:00.41 in 
the 5,000m, where Dieter Bau- 
mann of Germany, in fifth 
place, recorded 1234.70. 

To round off a night for sta- 
tisticians to cherish, there were 
also two world junior records for 
Kenyan athletes - Noah Ngeny, 
with 3:34.54 in the 1500m, arid 
Japheth Kimutai. just 16. who 
ran 800m in 1:43.64. 


& 

Leeds lose captain to ban 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

Two players have been punished 
for high tackles with bans that 
will rule them out for the rest 
of the Super League season. 

The Leeds captain, Gary 
Mercer, has been suspended for 
five matches for a late, high 
tackle on Bradford’s Graeme 
Bradley last Sunday. The disci- 
plinary committee said that the 
tackle had carried “great po- 
tential for serioas injury". 

Mercer, who was called up on 
video evidence after being 
placed on report during the 


match, will miss the last four 
matches of the season - begin- 
ning with the match against the 
London Broncos on Sunday 
that could decide second place 
in the table - and the first round 
of the Premiership play-offs. 

The suspension win not help 
his prospects for a new contract 
at Leeds: the former New 
Zealand Test player has al- 
ready been linked with a possi- 
ble move to Halifax. 

The Oldham hooker, John 
Clarke, has also been banned 
for five games after being sent 
off for a high tackle which left 
London's David Krause with a 
broken nose last TUesday. 


Clarke was also found guilty of 
fighting, although the two clubs 
have avoided punishment for 
the wider battle that ensued. 

The British Amateur Rugby 
League Association has hailed 
plans for a competition bring- 
ing together top amateur clubs 
and those from the First and 
Second Divisions of the pro- 
fessional game as a potential 
breakthrough. 

“The competition, if approved 
by the two bodies, wili open up 
pathways and opportunities for 
ambitious amateur clubs ^ 
throughout the country who r G 
wish to opt for professional sta- 
tus,” Bar la's Ian Cooper said. 


THERE ARE PLENTY OF STAR NAMES IN THE PREMIERSHIP 
SHEARERBECKHAMFOWLERWRIGHTZOLABERGKAMPFERDINANDSCR 
OLESSEAMANSCHMEICHELGIGGSCOLEBERGERMcMANAMANLOMBAR 
DOOVERMARSGINOLAPISTONESHERINGHAMBERKOVIC 


Then aqoin, there are 


i aa gin, t Here are namesinSerie A 
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! The World's best. Performing In lta(y.,.Appcorlng 
J at a newsagents here every month for Just £2.75 
\ Or to subscribe call 

301454 620070 

TEST YOUR SKILL IN OUR 
EXCLUSIVE ITALIAN FANTASY 
t l FOOTBALL LEAGUE GAME - 

full details in August issue 


The tin 

ne and money game 
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MERIT 

CUP 

Grant Dalton, Merit Cup skipper, reflects on his win in the 
Fastnet Race and looks forward to next month’s Whitbread 
Round the World race, when he will write for the Independent 


The pressure on the syndicates 
preparing for the start of the 
Whitbread has suddenly in- 

we had to improve (he boat con- and the start on 21 September measured to make sure it meets 
aderably, tossing the entire sail would have had a lot of work on. specifications, and when, for 
wardrobe out, and starting Sailing with sponsors' guests, some, a favourite biL of work on 

mP :1 b 


Race that raised more questions 
than it answered. Both time and 
money are at the heart of it and 
there may be a few unpleasant 
bullets in be bitten, some coura- 
decisions to be made, 
lent Cup was first into Ply- 
mouth, but it wasn't first out as 
teams scurried away to start a 
whole new round of testing 
and catching up. 

We have been in this situation 
before, in the 1989 pre-Whlt- 
bread Fastnet, with the maxi 
Fisher & Paykel against Peter 
Blake’s Steinlager. We went 
round the rock and were run 
down big time, and by big time 
I mean an eight and a half 
minute lead turned into a two 
and a half minute loss, but 
knowing in our heart of hearts 
that we had a serious dewnwind 
problem. 

It had to be addressed. We 
knew that if we didn’t we would 
be suffering badly in the Whit- 
bread The net result of it was 


But we never quite caught up 
because to do that we would 
have had to make up six months 
not only of the work which our 
rivals.bad put in place, but six 
months of our own history and 
we had just six weeks to do it in. 

In the end we were on the 
pace with them, but we never 
had the sparkle they had I drink 
some of the Whitbread teams 
are finding themselves in that 
situation now, and I am nek say- 
ing we are not one of them, that 
we are the hot ones and the oth- 
ers are not. By no stretch of the 
imagination is that true. 

Bur wo had planned on con- 
tinuing development and all 
the Fastnet Race win has con- 
firmed to us is that the devel- 
opment programme is at least 
on the right track, rather than 
having to come to terms with the 
thought that it might be on the 
wrong track, throw it out, and 
take a new direction. 

Any campaign between now 


have our second boat arriving 
to do some side by side testing. 
Many will have engineering 
work to do, perhaps replacing 
keel bulbs, tidying up glitches in 
the mechanical and electrical 
systems. 

Having to fit in an addition- 
al performance analysis pro- 
gramme, develop new sails and 
modify boats, will all have to be 
crammed into an already tight 
schedule. They will also have to 
be paid for Out of budgets which 
may not be as. elastic as every- 
one needs. The onfy thing which 
everyone should have equally is 
the flexiM^ of management ap- 
proach which is always necessary 
in running a campaign of Whit- 
bread complexify. 

But the extra problems are 
those you can do without as the 
prospect also looms of having 
to invite the scrutineers on 
board to make sure you have 
complied with all the rules. 
Every bit of kit may have to be 


there is the tune lost, the mon- 
ey down the drain. 

The options at this stage are 
normally pretty limited and 
the only things people would be 

— i — -t-i i- 


libs and masts. In the main 
that means lighter masts and 
ligh ter keel bulbs, though keep- 
ing the favourite shape, and 
perhaps still looking at the mix 
of sail shapes and weights that 
gives you maximum cover and 
speed over the widest range of 
wind speeds and the angles at 
which the boat is sailed. 

The Fastnet crystallised our 

Sit^saii?oSffio^Kevin 

Shoebridge, Mike Sanderson 
and Micky Ickert, the ex-Team 
New Zealand* America’s Cup 
designer who has also been 
consulted by Lawrie Smith, are 
working hard on that as we take 
the boat to Belgium this week- 
end. That is business, but next 
weekend a visit to the motor rao- 


is on the right track 

ing grand prix should be more 
pleasurable. 

Wj have some pressure on us. 
too. We know we are not fast 
enough at this point to win the 
race and I believe both Chris 
Dickson’s Toshiba and Smith's 
Silk Cut could beat us. The wor- 
ry is that they still have more to 
pull out of the hag. that they arc 
not as deep into their develop- 
ment programme or into what 
they think are achievable targets 
as we. are. So we are going to 
have to work really hard. 

The bonus from win ning the 
Fastnet was that, of the top four 
boats- were the onfv ones 
who had not sailed Whitbread 
60s before. We started in March 
and in five months we can prr*- 
ably say we are on the pace. So 

we have been pleased to see the 

hard work, thmking and meet- 
ings paying off. Thai is a cred- 
it to the guys. ; 




^ ^ USPGA CHAMPIONSHIP: Tormented 1991 winner returns to form with three birdies at the finish 






Disciplined 

Daly takes 
early lead 






• ANDY FARRELL 

“ reports from Mamaroneck, 

.. ^ Newark 

~ - If John Daly was a surprise win- 

ner of the USPGA Champion- 
^ ship at Crooked Stick in 1991, 
; * - v -being the ninth reserve and 

' better known for destroying 

hotel rooms and bottles of Jack 
’ . i-. Daniels than championship golf 
■ courses, his claiming of the 

early clubhouse lead in the first 
round of this year's tourna- 
ment at Winged Foot was no 
g ^ less expected. 

6 rkk Daly’s last acL in a major 

.. “ championship was to take a 

’ * : -jv aj, t quick left while walking from the 

: _ il : * ninth green to the lGth lee dur- 

“* '* i '- ing the second round of the US 

~ ~ *5 AS 0pen 10(1 faead for the car park. 

^ ■ W He has only played two touma- 
meats since then but, on a 
course requiring precision rather 
than length off the tee. Daly went 
- ' ~ ~ to the lop of the leaderboard 

' with a four-under 66. 

Two strokes behind were the 
Open champion, Justin Leonard 
and the former USPGA winners 
Paul Azinger and Bob Tway, plus 
^ Tom Kite, the US Ryder Cup 

» captain. Kite announces his Ry- 
V der Cup wfld cards on Monday 
and showed everyone else what 
" he is looking for when he birdied 

four holes in a row. 

^ Using his driver only four 

times, Daly more often went 
£&* . " ‘ 1 with his three-wood and it was 


^ at risk 


-V r 
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that club which set him up with 
short iron approaches to the last 
three holes which he pul to five 
feet, four feet and a fooL “It was 
wonderful to finish with three 
birdies.” Daly said. “They are 
three of the hardest holes in 
golf.” 

This has been one of the 
more turbulent years in the 
life of the 3I-year-old former 
Open champion. He ended up 
in hospital after a drinking 
binge at the Players' Champion- 
ship in March, enrolled for the 
second time at the Betty Ford 
Clinic and had divorce papers 
served on him by third wife 
Paulette. “Golf is an addiction, 
just as alcohol is,” he said. 

“It’s taken me a few years to 
realise 1 can't think ahead too for. 
It's one day at a time and one 
shot at a lime. It's hard but it 
makes me marc patient and 
more at ease with myself. I've 
had 15 chances in life. Tm scared 
of what this disease has done to 
me and to mess up again.” 

DaJy has been following fit- 
ness and nutrition programmes 
to alleviate the exhaustion which 
was his reason for quilling the 
US Open. “I have lost weight 
and I have a lot more energy, 
which I haven’t had since '91. It 
feels good to be able to focus for 
IS holes instead of only nine.” 

The other new ingredient in 
Dalys life is Ely Callaway, 
founder of the equipment com- 
pany who signed up Daly when 



Early first-round scores from Winged Foot 
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his alcoholism put paid to his 
previous deal. “He understands 
people who have this disease,” 
Daly said. “It's a father-and-son 
thing. He is very supportive. The 
person comes before the ath- 
lete. ” In return, Daly, who dis- 
likes baseball caps, has started 
wearing a Hogan-style hat fea- 
turing nis sponsors’ name. 

While Tiger Woods was ex- 
pected to figure prominently on 
the leaderboard Daly was not. 
“You have no choice when you 
go in the rough but to take your 
medicine and chip out,” Daly 
said. “Some of the rough may 
be four inches, as they say, but 
most of it looks eigjht inches. But 
this course reminds me of 
Crooked Stick because you 
have to draw the ball off the tee 
and that helps me a loL” 

Woods and Ernie Els could 
only score level par 70s, two be- 
hind tbeir playing partner. 
Leonard. Woo* went to the 
turn in 32, but gave two of those 
shots back with a seven at the 
par-five 12lb. The Masters 
champion pushed his drive into 
the trees and it took a few ric- 


ochets to emerge. “Until then 
I was playing and thinking so 
well,” Woods said. “Ernie and 
1 were feeding off each other.” 

With the prize money for the 
championship given a p re -tour- 
nament boost, third place here 
might be good enough for Nick 
Faldo to qualify automatically 
for the European Ryder Cup 
team - but his disappointing 
season in the majors looks like 
continuing after a 75. 

The return of the block that 
Faldo has been trying to erad- 
icate was the major cause of his 
lacklustre performance. “Just 
too many bad shots,” Faldo 
said. “Bit of a mystery because 
it’s not being going right for the 
last three days.” 

While Per-LJlrik Johansson 
fell away from his outward 32 
to return in 41, despite bogey- 
ing the last, Ignacio Garrido, on 
his first visit to America, gritted 
his way to a level par 70. With 
his win in the German Open in 
June and second places in the 
last two weeks, the 25-year-old 
Spaniard has virtually booked 
his place at VaJdenama. 


Johnson criticises 
slow players after 68 


Britain's Trisb Johnson was 
critical of slow play aftershoot- 
ing a four-under-par 68 in the 
opening round of the Wcetabix 
British Women's Open over 
the Old Course aL Sunningdale 
yesterday. 

Johnson and Sweden’s Lot- 
ta Neumann, who also scored 
a 68, finished the day three 
strokes behind Australian Kar- 
rie Webb who had a magnificent 
65. 

“We were out there for five- 
and-a-quarter hours and the 
pace of play was hideous. Any- 
one who can't get round in four 
hours needs shooting,” Johnson 
said. 

“If you are a quick player you 
are penalised and it must drive 
the spectators mad. They can 
only see five shots in an hour.” 

Johnson was out in 32 then 
dropped her only shot of the day 




Hereford bullish about future 




Celtic are interested in signing 
the • German goalkeeper 
Richard Golz. who is out of 
favour with the Bundcsliga club 
Hamburg. 

Hamburg's general manager, 
Bemd Wehraeyer. said yester- 
day Celtic had made an official 
inquiry about Golz. “ We'U have 
a look in peace and quiet and 
then we'll speak to the Scots,” 
he said. 

Golz. with Hamburg since 
19S5, has been demoted to the 
bench since the arrival of the 
new coach, Frank Pagelsdorf, in 
the dose season. Pagelsdorf 
has installed Hans-Joerg Bun, 
a new signing from VfB Old- 


enburg. as the first-choice goal- 
keeper. “1 know Celtic are in- 
terested. I’d go there straight 
away.” Golz was quoted as say- 
ing in the BUd daily. 

Press reports said Celtic, un- 
der pressure to condude the 
deal before today’s European 
transfer deadline, were pre- 
pared to pay five million marks 
(fl.Smj for Golz. 

Real Madrid have signed the 
international defender Aitor 
Karanka from Athletic Bilbao. 
Karanka has signed a five-year 
contract with the Spanish 
champions. Real are believed to 
have paid one billion pesetas 
(£4.1m) to buy out his contracL 


Won-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

For the first time since 1972, 
Hereford United will be play- 
ing nou-League football to- 
morrow, when they entertain 
Welling at Edgar Street in the 
opening round of GM Vauxhall 
Conference fixtures. 

The Bulls will. launch their 
campaign to regain tbeir 
Nationwide Football League 
place with Graham Tinner, 
tbeir director of football, still at 
the helm. Turner, the former 


Aston Villa and Wolves man- 
ager, offered to resign in the af- 
termath of the traumatic final 
game of last season, when 
Brighton gained a draw at 
Edgar Street to save them- 
selves and relegate Hereford. 

TUrner changed his mind, 
however, and has maintained a 
full-time playing squad which 
has been strengthened by the 
signings of Lhe forward Neil 
Grayson from Northampton 
and two defenders, Ian Rodger- 
son from Cardiff and Richard 
Walker from Notts County. 

The man in charge on the 


pitch at Hereford is their cap- 
tain David Norton, a former Vil- 
la midfielder, who said this 
week: “It's been a long three 
months since the Brighton 
game. Everyone has had those 
three months to reflect on what 
happened last season... I’ve 
been surprised at the quality of 
our football pre-season, but 
against Welling it’s three points 
that matters, not how we play.” 

Not all of Norton’s team- 
mates from last season have 
stayed at Edgar Street, though. 
The centre-back Dean Smith 
has gone to Leyton Orient for 


£42.000 while two forwards 
have left: Adrian Foster to 
Rushden & Diamonds and 
John Williams to WalsalL 
In Hereford’s last season in 
non-League football, 1971-72, 
they finished as runners-up to 
Chelmsford City in the South- 
ern League. Tomorrow the Es- 
sex team play Clevedon in what 
may be their final game at their 
New Writtle Street ground, 
which has been sold for rede- 
veiopmenL City have arranged 
a ground-sharing deal with the 
Jewson Eastern League side, 
Maldon Town. 


Armstrong underlines Primma’s class with smart success 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Hickstead 

. Mark Armstrong, who narrow- 
r |y missed a place on the British 
1 squad for this month’s European 
| ShcvwJumpingChampionsfaips, 
! underlined the consistency of the 
| mare Primma when winning 
yesterday’s Derby Tfenkard on 


the first day of the British Jump- 
ing Derby meeting. 

Primma, a nine-year-old, was 
bought in Belgium three years 
ago by Stanley and Jean Pow- 
ell, who are Armstong’s parents- 
in-law. The mare was covered 
in mud fever at the time and. ac- 
cording to Armstrong, she 
looked a wreck. She was nev- 
ertheless bought because of 
her obvious scope as a jumper. 


With many of the leading rid- 
ers now jumping in the Nether- 
lands. Armstrong did not have a 
strong field to beat, but Primma 
did all tbat^ was asked of her, de- 
feating Irelantf s Erik Hofstem on 
Ballaseyr Kalosha by a 2.45sec 
Armstrong rode another 
mare, Corel! a, when winning a 
team silver medal in the 1993 
European Championships. Tb 
the rider's great distress. 


Corella died from a brain haem- 
orrhage just four months later. 

Primma may, however, be an 
even better mare. “She has fan- 
tastic scope and heart she'd take 
on anything,” Armstrong said. 
He will not be riding her in the 
Derby here on Sunday, partly be- 
cause she is so brave that she 
might leap straight off the top of 
the 10ft 6in Derby Bank. 

Armstrong and Primma 


gained points in all four of the 
new team trials held this year, 
twice finishing fourth in two of 
them- at Windsor and Peter- 
borough. They were a couple of 
points adrift when missing 
automatic selection for the 
European Championships 
which went to the top three - 
Michael Whitaker, Robert 
Smith and Di Lampard. John 
Whitaker and Geoff Billington 


were added after the selectors 
met on Monday. 

Capt John Ledingham, pan 
of the Irish team for the cham- 
pionships. rode Milbtreet Ruby 
to win the Hickstead Salver by 
a colossal margin of 13-85sec. 
uransH wins dbothsiwb (rntatmt 
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Sciandri goes 
flat out for 
recognition 

Chris Maume reports on an AngJo-ltalian's 
assault on the Rochester Classic on Sunday 


Nick Faldo plays his third shot to the first green in the opening round of the USPGA yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


when she drove into a bunker at 
the 16th. She made amends 
immediately by holing from 25 
feet for her fifth birdie of the day 
at the next hole. 

Webb, winner in 1995. nev- 
er looked back after an open- 
ing burst of live birdies in her 
first seven holes to turn in 31. 
She added two more at the 21th 
and 12th then paired in for her 
65. 

“I was a little tired over the 
last few holes. I had a great start 
and didn't worry about the 
pace of play,” she said after her 
round. 

Many of the fancied players 
have left themselves with a lot 
of ground to make up. Annika 
Sorenstam finished on 72, Lau- 
ra Davies on 74 while Alison 
Nicholas, the US Open cham- 
pion had a 75 and Nancy Lopez 
a 77. 


For a British Olympic medal- 
list, Max Sciandri cuts a low 
profile. Despite his road race 
bronze in Atlanta last year, he 

is an unknown quantity in lhe 
country of his birth outside the 
cycling fraternity. 

- StiJL he relishes racing over 
here and should be a serious 
contender for the Rochester In- 
ternational Ossie on Sunday, 
the seventh of the 10 World 
Cup races this year. 

“They understand the sport 
in Italy and realise that we are 
serious and dedicated ath- 
letes,” he said yesterday from 
his converted farmhouse in 
Tuscany, where he was resting 
before travelling to England to- 
day. “You don't get that in the 
UK -although it seems to have 
changed in the last few years.” 

Sciandri was bom in Derby 
in 1967, of a British mother and 
Italian father, moving to 
Bournemouth when he was a 
baby. At the age of nine he 
moved with his father to 
Vsareggjo, on the Tuscan coast, 
and spent the rest of his child- 
hood moving “backwards and 
forwards" between England 
and Italy. But that, be says, was 
fine: “It’s always good to keep 
another door open.” 

He began racing almost as 
soon as he moved to Italy, and 
had a fair amount of success, 
but as he got older and devel- 
oped international aspirations, 
he found himself being con- 
sistently passed over by the Ital- 
ian selectors, both as an 
amateur and a professional. So 
in 1995 be put his British pass- 
port to good use, and bringing 
back a road race medal from 
Atlanta last year made it 
worthwhile. 

As well as winning the Tour 
of Britain in 1992, Sciandri is 
also part of that exalted com- 
pany of cyclists with a stage win 
on the Tbur de France to their 
name. He took the sprint into 
St Etienne in 1995, and finished 
the race in his highest-ever po- 
sition, 47th. He had a slightly 
disappointing 1997 Tour, how- 
ever, though be finished in a re- 
spectable 67th, two hours and 
42 minutes behind the winner, 
the awesome Jan LHlrich. 

"I had a few problems with 
the Tour this year,” he says. “1 
had a problem with a tendon 
in my leg so it wasn ’t super for 
me. I was happy just to get to 
Paris. ] came home after to lake 
care of the problem, and now 



Max Sciandri won an 
Olympic bronze for Britain 

I can concentrate on racing - 
the World Championships are 
my big goal this year.” 

Sciandri will be doing the 
road race at the World Cham- 
pionships, in San Sebastian, 
Spain, in October. In last year’s 
he finished back in 45th place, 
but to compensate there was 
the medal in Atlanta - Britain’s 
first Olympic road race medal 
since 1956. 

He also has a good record in 
the predecessor to the 
Rochester, the Leeds Classic, 
winning it in 1995 and coming 1 
second last year. He liked the | 
old Leeds course: “It was hard, 
not too hard, but hard enough 
to break up the field." 

The Rochester course, 
which is largely flat, wifl present 
different problems. “It's got a 
very large field and Lhe Kent 
roads are very tight, so we're 
hoping it’s going to be a windy 
day. because it will split the field 
up,” the race director. Alan 
Rushton, said. 

Flat courses are not entire- 
ly to Sciandrfs liking, and the 
Anglo-Italian was not going 
overboard about his chances of 
victory on roads unknown to 
him. “I'm just looking forward 
to seeing tire course,” he said. 
“It’s something new, so it’s go- 
ing to be difficult to have a race' 
plan. Because it’s a very flat 
race there’ll probably be a 
field sprint, which won’t be too 
good for me, but we’U see.” 

His Les Francises des Jeux 
team will not be working for 
him alone tomorrow, unfortu- 
nately. “We don't usually work 
for one person only,” he said. 
“We usually go for a couple of 
riders, but with it being so flat, 
maybe theyll help me out - 
we'll see, we’ll see.” 


Rusedski finds touch 


Tennis 


Greg Rusedski rediscovered 
the kind of form that carried 
him into the last eight at Wim- 
bledon with an impressive vic- 
tory in the Pilot Pen 
International at New Haven, 
Connecticut yesterday. 

The British No 2 encountered 
stout early resistance from 
American wfld card entry Jeff 
Salzenstein but after snatching 
the first set, Rusedski romped 
to a 6-4. 6-0 victory. 

The match lasted only 65 
minutes and that suited Rused- 
ski as he was due on court again 
four hours' later against the 
Spaniard Albert Costa. 

Salzenstein. like Rusedski, a 
23-year-old left hander, creat- 
ed awkward angles with a force- 
ful serve and after surviving a 


sixth-game crisis, looked capa- 
ble of causing trouble. 

The world No 157 held a 
break point in the seventh game 
which Rusedski saved with a 
fierce first serve and iL was not 
until a sudden collapse in the 
ninth by Salzenstein that the 
match changed course. 

Then a double-fault gave 
Rusedski two set points, and al- 
though he was unable to take 
the first with a backhand return 
too high, he grabbed Lhe second 
with a well-timed forehand top- 
spin return winner. 

The American was then bro- 
ken three times as Rusedski 
chipped, blocked and hit topspin 
returns. “I didn't return as well 
as I would have liked in the be- 
ginning,” Rusedski said. “Then 
I started to settle down. When 
I got a few balls back it gave me 
a chance.” 
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On the right tack 

Grant Dalton prepares for 
the Whitbread race f page 22 
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Faldo falters 

Briton left behind by Daly 
in the USPGA, page 23 



McManaman 

Liverpool ready to accept 
Spanish club's £12m bid 



Football 


ALAN NIXON 

Steve McManaman, one of Liverpool's 

finest home-grown talents, is poised to join 

Barcelona today for £12m. The Spanish 
dub tabled their offer yesterday and are 
keen to complete the transfer by midnight 
tonight, which is the deadline for regis- 
tering players for the Champions' League. 

Liverpool’s board were considering the 
offer in an emergency meeting yesterday 
but look certain to accept It is believed 
they considered the offer too good to turn 
down, particularly in view of McMana- 
man's failure in the last year to realise 
folly his huge potential. 

It is understood that Roy Evans, the 
Liverpool manager, has not opposed 
the sale. The proceeds will be available 
for him to spend on players and a £3m 
deal to recruit the Interaazionale central 
defender, Massimo Paganin, was being 
discussed last night. 

McManaman was in Spain yesterday 
having talks with Barcelona officials. 
With a stx-year contract and wages of 
more than £30,000 per week on offer, he 
seemed certain to agree to the move. 

Under his present five-year deal with 
Liverpool, signed three years ago, McMa- 
naman is understood to earn around 
£12,000 per week. As he did not request 
a transfer he is likely to receive a sever- 
ance payment from Liverpool of around 
£ 200 , 000 . 

Barcelona made their approach after 
Bobby Robson, the club's general man- 
ager, watched McManaman for the sec- 
ond time in five days when Liverpool lost 
to Leicester City in the Premiership on 
Wednesday evening. Louis van Goal, for- 
merly with Ajax, replaced Robson as 
Barcelona coach during the summer and 
buying players is now one of the key jobs 
for the former England manager. 


Although they recently spent £13m on 
Sonny Anderson from Monaco, 
Barcelona are not short of money after 
Ronaldo's move to Intern azionale this 
summer. A transfer fee has yet to be 
agreed, but £18m has already been paid 
to buyout the Brazilian’s contract 

Barcelona will also earn milli ons from 
the Champions' League, presuming they 
qualify after managing only a 3-2 home 
win overthe Latvian club Skonto Riga in 
the first leg of the preliminary round. 

If the McManaman transfer goes 
through, it will be the second most ex- 
pensive involving an English dub, fol- 
lowing Alan Shearer's £15m transfer 
from Blackburn to Newcastle last 
year. It would also be the second by- 
name departure from Anfieki this 
week, following John Barnes' 
move to Newcastle on a free 
transfer. 

The sale of McMana- 
man would leave Liver- 
pool comfortably in the -d 
black on their recent ' 
transfer dealing. Nearly 
£12m was spent in the summer 
on Paul Ince, Oyvind Leonhaidsen, Dan- 
ny Murphy and Karlheinz Riedle, but Stan 
Collymore was sold to Aston Villa for £7m. 
Although some Liverpool supporters 


bad become frustrated for McManaman, 
his loss will be keenly felt at Anfield. As 
a Liverpool-born player, he has always had 
a special place in the Kop’s affections. 

Aged 25, McManaman joined the 
club from school and has scored 31 
goals in 210 League appearances. He has 
also played IS times for England since 
making his debut two years ago. 

However, although he has established 
himself as one of the greatest talents in 
the English game there is a feeling that 
his career has stalled in the past year as 
Liverpool faltered during the run-in for 
last season’s championship. 


Spain is where the big 
money now reigns 


GLENN MOORE 


Football correspondent 

Barcelona's £12m bid for Steve McMan- 
aman's emphasises that, despite the de- 
parture of Ronaldo, it is La Liga and not 
the Premiership which has displaced Se- 
rie A as the world's wealthiest league. 

In July alone Spanish dubs spent 
£L50m (English dubs spent £120m in the 
whole close-season) with “lesser names" 
such as Athletic BQbao, Depcrtivo La 
Coruna and Real Beds involved almost 
as heavily as Barcelona and the two 
Madrid clubs. 

As in England, television is the prog- 
enitor of the spending frenzy. Barcelona 
received £23m from television last year, 
with 54 of their matches being among the 
staggering 724 games transmitted live 
(Sky showed" 230, including 40 Spanish 
games). 

The prospect of playing in Barcelona's 
glittering side (net worth listed at £4Q0m). 
with Stoichkov, Giovanni, Dugarry, 
Guardiola, Reiziger, Figo et al is sure to 
tempt McManaman, however happy he 
is on Merseyside. So, too, the chance of 
working with Louis van Gaal. 

McManaman is smart enough to realise 


that his game needs developing. Since 
Euro 96 it appears to have stagnated. He 
is yet to successfully deal with man-mark- 
ing, and his goalscoring needs work. He 
remains a very good player but his po- 
tential is not being folly realised. The dan- 
ger is that he may become a fringe 
player in the Barcelona side, so strong is 
their squad. This would not be good for 
him or England. 

Bar all the reservations about his 
game he remains, however, a fine 
player, one of the best at breaking 
down defences in the English 
game. It thus seems odd that Liv- 
erpool are apparently prepared to 
sell him. It ought not be for fi- 
nancial reasons. They have spent ’• 
£12m on transfers in the summer but 
received £7ra for Stan Collymore. 
They have spent heavily on the ground, 
with the rebuilding of the Kemfyn Road 
end completing a thorough overhaul, but 
received some assistance from the Foot- 
ball Trust and, of course, are about to re- 
ceive another £7m from Sky. 

This should mean they can replace 
McManaman, but with whom? Darren 
Eadie and Trevor Sinclair are the obvi- 
ous candidates in England, Alessandro 
Del Piero an overseas possibility. 


Exuberant talent that 
so frustrates Anfield 
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TWo nnages lingered after Liverpool had 
lost at home to Leicester on Wednesday 
night. One was the baby’s bib being sold 
outside Stanley Park which bore the 
words: “I can dribble better than McMa- 
naman”. The other was two supporters 
critkjsmg tibematdistid Hnan figin » fn red 
‘Tie hasn’t done it for 18 months," one 
said as Steve McManaman shuffled 
into another Leicester-lined ail de 
sac. “He’s not interested The 
sooner we sell him the bet- 
ter." Tin yards away m the 
directors baxjustoutof 
earshot range, was 
Barcelona's general man- 
ager, Bobby Robson. 

The news that Robson and Barcelona 
are hoping to prise away McManaman 
with £l2m is not a shock as the Spanish 
club are known admirers; that Liverpool 
are prepared to listen is. 

Roy Evans, who has fashioned bis ride 
round McManaman, once described him 
as “priceless", but it seems the Anfield 
board are ready to disagree. Not for the 
first time, opinions are mixed when it 
comes to him. 

One of the reasons why Evans adopt- 
ed a back-five formation as soon as he 
took over as manager in January 1994 was 
to liberate the bewildering young talent 
he had at his disposal in McManaman. 
He was too lightweight for central mid- 
field in a conventional 4-4-2 line-up and 
too easily isolated on the wing. But but- 
tress the rearguard with an extra man and 
he could have the freedom to take flight. 

Since, he has become the embodiment 
of the pluses and minuses of Evans' ream. 
Blessed with pace, skill to tease and the 
stamina of a racehorse, he has been the 
focal point of Liverpool's attacks. A typ- 
ical goal would involve him twisting and 
mining a defence horribly with his quick- 
silver, feet before priming the extra- 
ordinary scoring talent, Robbie Fowler, 
his room and soul mate. 

And yet that final ball -Eke that of Ryan 
Giggs, with whom he is inevitably compared 
- is also his Achilles' heeL Too often the 
end result falls short of the build-up, his 
passes and crosses inaccurate, his mind too 
giddy with excitement to remain cool in the 
penalty area. 

As for scoring, Scouse legend 
would have it that McManaman 
reserves that for off the field. Evans 
estimates that he should get between 
15 and 20 goals a season given the 
number of chances he gets, but his best 
tally to date was the 11 fie got in his first 
foil season, 1991-2. 

“People say that finishing is my big 
weakness," he said last season, “and tf 
there's a part of my game that I need to 
improve then, yes, that would be iL I prac- 
tise eve ry day on my shooting and 1 prob- 
ably get more goals than Robbie Fowler 
on the training ground. But once we gel 
into a real match Robbie has that killer 
instinct.” 

Add this shortcoming to a placid na- 
ture that sometimes gives the mistaken 
impression McManaman cares less than 
others when Liveipool lose, and it is easy 
to see why some supporters blame him 
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as much as anyone for the club's inabil- 
ity to win the championship last season, 
Merseyside christened the team “The 
Spice Boys" last season, a testament to 
the perceived lack of substance behind t he 
show, and the tag attached itself to him 
as readily as it did David James and Jamie 

Redknapp. 

“Of course I care,” he said. “I want to 
win with Liverpool and England as much 
as the fans do. I want to achieve exactly 
what they want and they just have to 
believe me on that. 

Tm pretty laid-back on the pilch. If 1 
get kicked I just get up and get on with 
it. If I can still laugh and joke alter 
being beaten it doesn't mean I'm not dis- 
appointed by what's happened. But 1 can’t 
change ray nature.” 

Just 3s he could not resist kicking every- 
thing that moved as youngster. “We’ve an- 
other boy,” his father, David, recalled, 
“and if he sees a tin can on his way to 
school he steps over it. Steven was the 
opposite.” 

McManaman’s tin-can-alley dreams 
centred on emulating his hero, Duncan 
McKenzie, by playing for Everton but like 
Fowler, Ian Rush and Michael Owe a, who 
also leaned towards Goodison Park rather 
than Anfield, he was spotted first by Liv- 
erpool's scouts and signed schoolboy 
forms with “the enemy" at 15. 

His first job was to clean the footware 
of the man whose boots he would ulti- 
mately fill, John Baines, and it is a para- 
dox that master and pupil might leave 
Anfield within days of each other. The 
sense that a new Liverpool are entering 
a new era is overwhelming. 

Evans, whose ride are already five 
points behind the team for which tbetr sup- 
porters gauge the dub, Manchester Unit- 
ed, will have £12m to spend if the deal 
with Barcelona goes through although 
whether he would use the money to find 
a direct replacement for McManaman is 
questionable. 

There are few dribbling talents outside 
Anfield to compare with McManaman oth- 
er than Gig^. and Old Trafford could not 
contemplate selling him to their greatest 
rivals, while other areas of the team - no- 
tably, goalkeeper and centre-back - need 
strengthening more urgently. 

In any case Jason McAteer fulfilled the 
same role for Bolton Wanderers and had 
to be adapted as a wing-back because his 
Style too obviously aped McManaman. 
With Rob Jones now back on the right 
flank. McAteer or Rilrik Berger are as 
suited as anyone in the Premiership to run 
at defences from midfield. 

Nevertheless, even McAteer will not be 
able to replicate the exuberant, heady- 
dribbling of McManaman at his best and 
it is an uncomfortable thought that his 
talent will be lost to the English game. 

Only last Sat urday McManaman wrote 
about this season being “the biggest chal- 
lenge" of his career. He meant the prospect 
of England playing in the World Cup fi- 
nals at the end of it but in the light of a 
prospective move to Barcelona tfie com- 
ment suddenly seems particularly prescient. 
Now we will see how good he really is. 

Guy Hodgson 
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ACROSS 

I Endlessly talk over athlet- 
ics event (6) 

4 Weapon used by man, one 
of the war party? (8) 

10 Exclamation uttered as arms 
are raised? (6-3) 

II Multi-faceted character in 
Wilde play? (5) 

12 New Age element (4) 

13 Novel form of inducement? 

00 ) 

15 Chemical substances, sev- 
eral found in Irish Sea orig- 
inally (7) 

Toadstools primarily fea- 
tured in essay about fungi 

kmdimenLvcry expensive, 
learned lawyers used main- 
ly, starting fetters? (6) 

Be autocratic with one’s 
stenographer? (7) 


16 


19 


21 


23 Lobbied furiously after arti- 
cle by journalist seen as ro- 
bust? (4-6) 

25 Feature of racket evoking 
endless complaint? (4) 

27 Splendid headdress in rep- 
resentation of Spanish aunt 
for artist (5) 

28 Fresh air m a gym? It's unreal 
(9) 

29 Virgin with heavenly body to 
agree terms of contract? (4, 
4 ) 

30 Tenant without key, needing 
duplicate (6) 

DOWN 

1 What's thought of as elegant 
on a bride, perhaps? (8) 

2 Quietly spoken Italian (5, 4) 

3 Sisters can be so unfair (4) 

5 Journey in which we hearca- 


7 Politician blocking main road 
makes c laim to have been 
elsewhere (5) 

8 It’s an orieatal habit (6) 

9 Fit parent's right to see chil- 
dren (6) 

14 Denim-dad English students 
fuming aside for sweets (10) 

17 China typically discontinues 
rights enjoyed for many work- 
ers (3-6) 

15 One of die “beginners” (they 
“open", theatrically) (8) 

20 Poetic description of crowd 
totalling under a thousand (7) 

21 Blade plumage associated 
with a over bird? (6) 

22 Tries converting asset after a 
. short time (6) 

24 Less common type of wool 
turning up in a shopping 


26 Induded'in President's XI? 
(4) 


England role for Wilkinson 


Howard Wilkinson, the Football 
Association’s technical director, 
has taken over as the coach of 
the England Under- 18 ride. 

It wul represent the first 
hands-on coaching role for the 
former Leeds manager, who has 
taken over the Under- 18 duties 
from David Burnside and Tfed 
Powell, since moving into his 
new FA position in January. He 
will have a prompt opportuni- 
ty to work with the Under-18 
squad, who will attend a train- 
ing camp at UUeshall from 16 
to 20 August prior to their 
opening European Champi- 
onship qualifier against Yu- 
goslavia at Rotherham on 9 
September. 

The Croatian international 
defender Nikola Jerfcan has 
joined Rapid Vienna on loan for 


i Forest 

Jerkan. capped 32 times, for- 
merly played for NK Zagreb, 
Vinkovd and Hajduk Split be- 
fore moving to Oviedo in Spain. 
He joined Forest for £lm after 
the 1996 European Champion- 
ship, but made anty 14 appear- 
ances last season. 

Nigel Spademan, Sheffield 
United’s caretaker manager, is 
likely to be given the job on a 
full-time basis today. Spademan 
has been in charge since 
Howard Kendall left to return 
to Everton this summer, after 
leading the Blades to last sea- 
son’s First Division play-off fi- 
naL In his two games in charge 
he has secured an impressive 
home League win against Sun- 
derland and a draw at Wrexham 
in the Coca-Cola Cup. 


Ipswich have signed the for- 
mer Tottenham and Queen’s 
Park Rangers defender David 
Kerriake ona free transfer. The 
31-year-old Kcrslake was re- 
leased by Spurs in the summer, 
and he had been on a week-to- 
week deal at Charlton. 

Tfeny Venables has signed his 
fifth Australian player m four 
weeks for Portsmouth. The for- 
mer England manager, who is the 
coach of the Australian nation- 
al team as well as the chairman 
at Fration Park, has signed the 
international midfielder Craig 
Foster on a four-year contract. 

Foster, who has moved to 
Fratton Park for £200,000 from 
Sydney Marconi, joins his fel- 
low Australians John AJoisi, 
Hamilton Thorp, Robbie Enes 
and Zeljko Kalac at Pompey. 


Northampton keep Townsend 


Rugby Union 


TIM GLOVER 


Gregor Tbwnsend, wined and 
dined by Bath and Cardiff, yes- 
terday decided to keep his feet 
under the table at Northampton. 

Tbwnsend has signed a sew 
contract with the Saints which 
promises turn the stand-off role 
ahead of Raul Grayson. There 
is also a unique rider; if things 
don't work out Tbwnsend will be 
allowed to leave the dub after 
Christmas. It could be described 
as the Santa clause. 

“I’m very disappointed," 
Gareth Davies, the Cardiff chief 


executive, said. “Gregor is a 
playmaker who would have giv- 
en us a lot of options. He's the 
type of player we don’t have at 
the moment. The manner in 
which this was resolved should 
serve as a hard lesson for play- 
ers and dubs alike.” 

Cardiff, who approached 
Tbwnsend before he enhanced 
his reputation on the Lions 
tour to South Africa, had been 
confident of getting hissignamre 
before today’s Heineken Euro- 
pean Cup deadline. 

Townsend, who is 24, last 
weekend visited Cardiff and 
then informed Northampton 
he would be moving to Wiles. 


The Welsh Cup holders of- 
fered him a one-year contract, 
but more importantly a secure 
place at stand-off 
Both Cardiff and Townsend 
thought he was free to leave 
Northampton. However, the 
Midlands dub said that 
Townsend had already received 
a sum of money for the new sea- 
son in the form of a retainer. 
■ Martin Offiah, who is leav- 
ing Bedford, has been ap- 
proached by a London First 
Division club. The 30-year-oki, 
who has played league for the 
London Broncos, has promised 
the unnamed, union club a 
decision by today. 
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CONCORDE FOR ONLY £199 

Concorde subsonic flight to Manchester on 20 August 
or 10 September • coach return to Heathrow £199 

PARIS OR NEW YORK 

Eurostar to Paris on 10 Sept a two nights at the Nikko 
a cityr tour a Concorde supersonic to Heathrow £599 

BA 747 to New York on any day a four nights at the 
Hilton One. Sat) a BA Concorde to Heathrow £2,499 
or £1,999 with the Air France Concorde via Paris 

CUBA AND BARBADOS 

Fly from Gatwick to Havana on 27 Dec. a four nights at 
luxury hotel with tours a Concorde supersonic to Barbados 
a six nights at Sam Lord’s a return to Gatwick £ 1 ,999 

THE RYDER CUP WITH QE2 

Two night QE2 cruise to Spain on 22 Sept, a five nights 
' with entry to Ryder Cup a Concorde to Heathrow £2,399 

0RIANA& ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Four night' Oriana cruise on 5 October from Southampton 
to Tenerife via Madeira • Concorde to Heathrow £1,399 

Concorde supersonic to Tenerife on 9 October a six 
night Oriana cruise to Southampton via La Palma, 
Lanzarote and Vigo • Orient-Express to Victoria £1,799 

. Orient-Express to Southampton on 25 October a two 
night Oriana cruise to Zebrugge via Cherbourg a tour 
Bruges and Brussels • Concorde to Heathrow £999 

Concorde to Brussels on ,17 October a tour the capital and 
Bruges a overnight Oriana cruise to Southampton £699 

. Concorde to Tenerife on 6 November • seven night 
Oriana cruise to Southampton via Grand Canaria, Lanzarute 
and Casablanca a Orient-Express to Victoria £1,999 

For our fall colour brackut*. please telephone: 

0181-992 7000 
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SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL 

43. Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS 
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